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GERMAN PEACE TERMS—A COLOSSAL
FRAUD

At no time since the World War began has there
been any greater peril to the future peace of Europe
than that which is inherent in the present peace
proposals of the Germans to the Russians. Under
the cover of Russian formulae, purporting to give
small races the right to choose their own political
allegiance, the Germans are deliberately under-
taking to create a barrier between the Slavs and the
Baltic Sea and erect a Germah-controlled state
which shall contain all the Russian Baltic ports
from Libau to Reval, including Pernau and Riga.

There never was a more gigantic, a more palp-
able, a more dangerous fraud attempted. Germany
reckons, rightly, that the world knows little of
Eastern European conditions. She reckons that the
performances of the Bolsheviki have sickened all
the Western powers of things Russian and aroused a
great desire to cut adrift from all Russian relations.
She reckons also that war-weary publics in France
and Britain, and totally uninformed populations in
| America, will take no great interest in the fate of
a few million Lithuanians and Poles.

But no one should mistake the significance of
her proposals. They mean one of two things—the
future domination of Russia by the German, to the
great peril of the world when the German has had
the time to organize Russian resources, or new re-
volts and wars growing out of the resistance of the
Slavs to this economic slavery and their natural
and inevitable movement toward those seaports
which are the outlets of their great territory, the
very lungs by which they can breathe. ‘

In sum, the German proposals for peace made
at Breast-Litovsk, so 'far as they affect the Baltic
Provinces, represent a gigantic advance toward the
German goal of European domination and world
power. For the moment Germany has laid aside
her plans in the West, she is ready to evacuate
France and Belgium, but she is now preparing to
recoup herself by the conquest of regions five times
as large as Belgium, holding a population only a
ridiculous fraction of which is German. She hopes
to gain economic advantages immediately; she
hopes to get another million of canon holder for
her next war; she hopes to add one more to the
number of enslaved peoples of Europe.

This is the German peace proposal of Brest-
Litovsk, already being celebrated in many Ameri-
can quarters as an evidence of a change of heart
in Germany, as proof that Germany has recognized
J defeat and is striving to make a reasonable and

|

honorable peace. Actually it is a fraud, a sham,
but beyond this a menace to European liberty and
to world peace. If this war ends by placing a
stricken and chaotic Russia at the mercy of Germ-
any, with all Russian exits upon the sea in German
hands, no manner of pretending can make the
thing other than a tremendous German victory.
We shall then have another war at no distant time.
And in the meantime we shall have armed peace.

The sooner those in charge of American diplom-
acy take up the task of explaining to the American
people the fact as contrasted with the fiction of
German peace terms the better for all concerned,
for the moment the American public actually per-
ceives what the Germans are up to the whole plot
will collapse of its own weight.

It remains to discuss the second purpose in the
German proposal, that which concerns Poland, and
this will be done in our next issue.
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