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with the Postmaster at
New York, N. Y. on the 14th of March, 1918, as
required by the act of October 6th, 1917.
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THE PRESIDENT TO RUSSIA

President Wilson's repeated of the
good-will and interest which this country entertains
toward the people of Russia have been treated con-
temptuously by the Bolsheviki. They are a knowing
lot, and they know how to appraise all utterances

assurances

by ‘‘capitalistic Govérnments”: one and all such
mere masks for diabolical plots
against the proletariat. But the President has
not let himself be disturbed by this sort of treat-
ment, nor has he ever failed to seize an opportunity

utterances are

to repeat what he and his country sincerely feel
toward Russia.

And this last repetition may, it is reasonable to
kope have an effect, not perhaps upon the Bonshe-
viki but upon those for whom it is meant, the Rus-
It is not that constant dropping will
wear away a stone, but that the sobering effect of
the late calamities must have forced the Russian
people a little away from castiron theories and a
little nearer to the facts of life. Even the Bolsheviki
must have been forced to rearrange their formulas
a little, those rigid formulas by which they interpret
all the actions and reactions of other minds than
their ‘own.

sian people.

indications of this. It is
not so long since Trotzky was making the admission,
a great one for him, that perhaps Russia and the
United States might be able to travel temporarily
along the same road; and now the Bolshevist news-
paper Pravda specifically exempts the United States
from the bloodshot view it takes of the other anti-
German Powers. With regard to them it has the
same hallucinations as before, but in its nightmare of
suspicion there is one ray of reason —‘all except
America,”’ it says, ‘which is trying to modify the
Allies’ policy of vengeance’’ on Russia.

The Allies have no “‘policy of vengeance’’ against
Russia, byt it would be too much to expect a Bol-
shevik to see that yet. This Bolshevik does see, how-
ever, that the United States is, whether from evil
motives or not, friendly to Russia, and that is a thing
which would not have been dreamed of a month
ago. Something has taught Bolshevism something.
But what Bolshevism thinks is not, after all, the
point: it is not Bolshevism but the Russian people
whom the President so steadily and earnestly ad-

There are even some

==

dresses with these repeated assurances, so often fal-
ing on deaf ears: and if even Bolshevism is begin-
ning to listen we may hope that the Russian people
are ready to do so.
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