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TURKS AND CRIMEAN TARTARS

After all, the Turks have a sufficient sense of
humor. What could be droller or more ingeniously
ironical than the demand of the Turkish newspa-
pers, inspired, of course, by the Young Turk bosses,
young no longer, that the Crimea be restored to
Turkey, as a fruit of ‘‘self-determination’’, that
adroitly guided policy which has just married the
Russian Baltic provinces to Germany? The Crimea
was annexed to Russia only 135 years ago. No
statute of limitations can run, save most discretly,
agaist self-determination in the hands of great lib-
eral liberating nations like Germany and Turkey.

The Turks grabbed the Crimea in the late fif-
teenth century. It won’t do to go further back than
that. Otherwise Greece might claim the Crimea as
the ancient Tauric Chersonese, colonized by the
Milesians 2,400 years ago or so.

There are or were Greeks, Armenians, Jews,
Russians, Germans, and what not in this peninsula
of farms and gardens, a little bigger than Vermont,
with a population a little less than Florida's; but the
majority of the inhabitans are Tartars, speaking
Turkish, and so the proposed scene of self-deter-
mination belongs to the Pan-Turanian play, which
has succeeded, with what prosperity it remains to
be seen, the Pan-Islam failure.

Seeing how cynically Germany and Turkey are
dividing Russia, it may be interesting to recall the
policy and prophecy of Paul de Lagarde, a too for-
gotten Pan-German of genius, forty years ago:

It is necessary to create a Central FEuropean
Power which will guarantee the peace of all the
Continent from the time when the Russians and
Southern Slavs are cleared from the Black Sea, and
when we shall have conquered for German colon-
ization large territories to the east of our present
frontiers. /

“The Russians,”" wrote another Pan-German,
“‘are today what they always have been, a confused
mob.” The fate of this more than ever confused
mob, the fate of the Pan-German and Pan-Turanian
land-and-power grabs, is now being decided, among
so many other cardinal questions of the freedom
and future of the world, in France.
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