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Téw¢ kaBnyntng BiBAloAoyiag oto lovio Maveniotruio

ALYOOTEC ELVOL OL TTEPUTTWOELS ELSIKAC EVaoXOANoNC TV NEOEAMAVWVY HE T APXETUTIOL WG
SlakpLtny katnyopio BPBAwY. $& alTeC elval ddlepwpévn avTh f OpAia, oTh CUVTOUN
TIAPOUCLOCN TOUG KOl O€ Evav KATIOLOV OXOALAGHO, TToU BA mepAaUPBAVEL KAl UL CUVTOWN
avadopa otnyv lotopia T xpriong tol 6pou «ApXETUTIAY, VLA VA AtoS00eT oTtd EAANVIKA
0 6poc "incunabula". «Mpo AUOV» onuaivel «mtpiv Ao EUag, ol BPLOKOUAOTE AKOUO OTH)
Lwr». Mot 1820-1976; To 1820 €ival fi Xpovid ToU oUWV HE HLd KaAr poptupia évag
“EAANvag UE BBAloypadikeg ywwoelg aglolnAeuteg kateixe AdN ULd cuAAoyn EAANVIKGV
ApXETUNIWY, TO. Omola eixe Teplypdpel cUpudwva pé BBALOYPAPIKOUC KAVOVES THC
Moy fig, ve) T© 1976 €lval i} XpovLd KT TV Omoia cuprmAnewOnkav 500 xpovLa Ao THv
£€kdoon tol mpwtou &vtumou xpovoAoynuévou EAAnvikod BiBAlou kal yU avto to Adyo
ML Kamola oXeTk Snuoowotnta Umipée otnv EAAASa, £ylve pd ovvtoun dnuoota
ouZATNON VLA TO TIOLO TIPAYUOTIKA ATAV TO TTAAALITEPO YVWOTO EANANVIKO APXETUTIO.
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Few are the cases of specialist treatment of incunabula by Modern Greeks as a distinct
category of books during the past two centuries. They are the topic of this talk, which will
present them briefly and offer some comments, including an attempt to trace the history
of the term “apxétuna” as a rendering of the term "incunabula". “Before us” stands for
“prior to ourselves, who are still alive”. Why 1820-1976? 1820 was the year when,
according to sound evidence, a Greek man with enviable bibliographical knowledge had
already possessed a collection of Greek incunabula, which he had described according to
cataloguing rules of the time, while 1976 was 500 years after the publication of the
earliest dated Greek printed book, for which there was some publicity in Greece and a
brief public discourse about which actually was the oldest known Greek incunable.



