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H KpAtn kotd Ttoug xpovoug tng PBevetokpatiag dlofevoloe ONUAVIIKEC CUAAOYEC
XElpoypadwv Kat Eviunwv BBAlwv. Towg elvat n povadikn nepidpépeta tng EAAASaG ou
Kata to 150 kot 160 atl. mapdAAnAa pe ta xewpoypada kukAodpopoloe Kal HEYAAOG
apLOUOC EvTuntwy eKEOCEWVY, OTIWG LAPTUPOUV Eyypada Kot AAAEG LOTOPLKEG TINYEC.
IAUEPQ, yvwplloupe TNV UMOPEN HEPLKWV SEKASWY LECALWVIKWY XELPOYPAPWYV, EVW OL
apxétuneg ekSOOELG UmopoUV va UeTpnBolv ota SdaxtuAa Tou €&vOG XEpLou. ZTnV
mapovoa avakoivwon Ba mapoucidcoupe téooepa PBiBAla kat dvo omapdypotTa
ekd0oswv tou 150U awwva ou PBpiokovtal oe BLBALOOAKEC Tou vnaolov. MpokeLtal ylo
TePTWOoeLS BLBALwV Ta onoia éptacav oto vnol anod Stadopetikol SpouoUC.

H BBA0oBNkn tou Mavemwotnuiov Kpntng oto P£Bupvo Slabétel €va avtitumo tng
npwtng €kdoong tou Meyadou EtuuoAoyikou, To omoio Tuntwbnke otn Bevetia to 1499
arno tov Kpntiko tunoypado Zaxapia KaAAEpyn.

H BikeAaia Anpotikn BiBA0BAkn kot n Anuooia Kevtpikry BiBAloBrkn PeBupuvng
SlaBétouv  amod  €va  QvITUMO TG TPWTING €kdoong Twv KWHwSWwV Tou
Aplotodavn Tunwuévo otn Bevetia to 1498 anod tov AAdo MavouTio.

ZeXWPLOTO evlladépov Tapouctdalel To avrtitumo Ttou Aefikou tou ouida, Tmou
Tunwbnke oto MWlavo to 1499 pe ekdotn tov Anuntplo XaAkokovSUAn. To BiBAio
duAdooetal otnv lepd Movry TormAoU Kal €ival To povadiko, onmwe daivetal, yvwoto
OPXETUTIO TIOU UTIAPXEL OTO VNGOL oo TV Moy t¢ BeveTokpaTtiog.

Télog, &vo omapayuata BPAlwv otn Aatwiky yAwooo ektiBevtat oto Mouoeio
Turoypadiag ota Xaviad.

Incunables in libraries of Crete

Konstantinos M. Papadakis
Head of Closed Collections, University of Crete Library

During the times of the Venetian occupation, Crete hosted important collections of
manuscripts and printed books. It is, perhaps, the only region of Greece that circulated a
large number of printed editions alongside the manuscripts during the 15th and 16th
centuries as evidenced by documents and other historical sources.

Today, we know of the existence of a few dozen medieval manuscripts, while the
incunables can be counted on the fingers of one hand. In this paper, we will present
four books and two fragments of 15th century editions found in libraries on the island.
These are cases of books that arrived on the island from different routes.



The library of the University of Crete in Rethymnon possesses a copy of the first edition
of the Etymologicum Magnum, which was printed in Venice in 1499 by the Cretan
printer Zacharias Kalliergis.

The Vikelaia Municipal Library and the Central Public Library of Rethymnon each own a
copy of the first edition of Aristophanes' comedies printed in Venice in 1498 by Aldus
Manutius.

Of special interest is the copy of Suida's Dictionary, edited by Dimitrios Chalkokondylis
and printed in Milan in 1499. The book is kept in the Holy Monastery of Toplou and
apparently it is the only known incunable that exists on the island from the time of the
Venetian occupation.

Finally, two fragments of books written in Latin are exhibited at the Museum of
Typography in Chania.



