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Printed books in the Ottoman Empire (1450-1600): some observations

Recent studies have rightly questioned the alleged existence of two Ottoman fermans on
printing, said to have been issued in 1483 and 1515 and often used in scholarship well into
the 20th century to explain the lack of printing in the Ottoman Empire. But while the
Ottomans may simply not have been interested in the printing press, the minorities living
under their rule very much appear to have been. Yet, with the notable exception of the
Sephardi Jews, the printed output of all other minorities (namely Greeks, Armenians, Serbs,
and apparently even Romaniote and Most’arib Jews) was virtually non-existent.
The Venetian production of printed books specifically intended for exportation may thus be
used as evidence in the long-standing debate about the existence of an early-modern
Ottoman ban on printing. The current presentation will offer a broad perspective,
contextualising the Greek production within a broader perspective.

~Xes

Evtuna BiBAia otnv OSwuavikn Autokpatopio (1450-1600): oploUEVEC TAPATNPOELS

MNpéodateg peAéteg dikaiwg apdlofntnoav tnv umotilBeuevn umopén 600 0BWUAVIKWY
dlppaviwy ywa Tnv tunoypadia, mou Aéyetatl otL €kdoBnkav to 1483 kat to 1515 kot
Xpnotomnottnkav cuxva otnv £pguva PEXPL Tov 200 atwva yla va eEnynoouyV TV anoucia
tunoypadiag otnv OBwpuavikr Autokpatopia. Opwg, evw ot OBwpavol prnopet amAwg va pnv
evbladepovtouoav yla tnv tuntoypadia, oL HELOVOTNTEG TTou {ovoav UTIO TNV KupLapxia Toug
daivetal otL eviladEpOnkav moAv. Qotooo, He TnV afloonpeiwtn e€aipeon Twv Zepapaditwy
EBpaiwv, n évtumn mapaywyn OAwvV Twv AAwvV pelovoTtATwY (6nAadn twv EAANVwyY, Twv
Apueviwy, Twv Z€pBwV Kal, OMwe daivetal, akOun Kot Twv Pwpaviwtwy kot Twv MolapaBwv
EBpaiwv) NTOV OUCLOOTIKA AVUTIOPKTN.

H Bevetkn mapaywyn éviumwv PBiBAiwv mou mpoopilovtatl bika yia e€oywyr Umopel
ETOMEVWG VA xpnotomotnBel wg amodelfn otn pakpoxpovia culAtnon OXETIKA HE TNV
Umopén pLog oBwpavIKAG amayopsuong Tng tumoypadlag katd tn veotepn mepiodo. H
napovoa elonynon o MPoodEPEL Ula EUPELA TIPOOTTIKY), TOMOOETWVTAG TNV €AANVIKNA
Tiapaywyr o€ €va eupUTEPO TTAALOLO.



