Zravia BiBAia otic ouAdoyéc tng Edvikrc BiBAlodrikng tng AABaviag

Zoviha Tépmo, MSc.
KataAoyoypadog, Touéag AABavoBaikavoloyiag
EBvikn BLBAL0ON KN TNg AABaviag

H EBvikry BiBAloBnkn tng AABaviag Stabétel pia mAovola cUAAOYH OMAVIWV €PYywV TOU
ekb0Bnkav katd Ttou¢ 150-180 alwveg, oOmou oL €kdbdoelg Tou 150U aAwwva
(incunabula=apyétuna), katahapPfavouv oiaitepn B€on. Eival €alpetikd mMoAUTIUO pvnUEla,
KaBwg OxL uévo Statnpolv tnv otopia, aAAd elval emiong wotopia amd pova Toug: T UAKAE, Ta
XOopaKTNPLoTIKA BLBALodeaiag, Ta mpwtoypaupata, ta oxeSta K.AT., OAa kaBpedtilouv TNV TEXVN
TNG EMOXNG TOUG.

H ZuM\oyn Apxetunwv tng EBviknc BiBAL0BNKNG tTng AABaviag Eekva pe Tig EmlotoAég Tou MNana
Miou B, mou xpovoAoyouvtal amnd 1o 1473. XapaKTtnploTlkd TOUG €lval Ta KEVA OTO €VTUTIO
KELUEVO, IOV Adnoav oL EKEOTEG yLa Ta apX LKA Kal Ta ox€SLa, Ta omola CUUMARPWoaV apyoTeEPQ.
Xpuod {wypadlopéva apxLlkd, olkoonua ou meplBailovtal and xpuoo Kot SLOKOCUNUEVA UE
AouAoudLa, Kal EMXPWUATIOUEVA TIPWTOYPALUOTO O OAO TO KELMEVO UMOpPEL va £XOUV YIVEL TO
€10G dnuooilevong f apyotepa, e OKOTO va Kavouv ta éviuma BiAia va poidalouv 600 TO
Suvatov neploootepo pe xelpoypada. Ol emypad£G Kal TO ONUELWHOTO YPAUMEVA TIAVW TOUC
pag BonBouv va kataAdBoupe 1o tatidt twv BLBAlwv. H BBAodecia Toug elval kupilwg pe v
TLEPYOUNVI) KOL TO KE(PEVO 0T AXTVIKA. T TEPLOCOTEPA ATO QUTA ATAV LEPOC TNE TIPOCWTTLKNG
BBAoONKNG tou AABavol SutAwpadrtn, cuyypadéa kot ToAltikou Mithat Frashéri, n omoia
KaTooxEOBNKe amo to Kpatog to 1944,
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The National Library of Albania has a rich collection of rare works published during the 15 -18th
centuries, where 15 century publications (incunabula=incunables) occupy a special place. They
are extremely valuable ancient monuments, since not only do they preserve history, but they are
also history themselves: the materials, the binding characteristics, the letters, the designs, etc.
all reflect the art of their time.

The Incunables Collection of the National Library of Albania begins with the Letters of Pope Pius
Il, dating from 1473. They are characterized by gaps in the printed text, left by publishers for



initials and drawings, which they were filled in later. Illuminated initials, coats of arms surrounded
by gold and decorated with flowers, and colored initials throughout the text may have been done
in the year of publication or later in order to resemble manuscript books as much as possible.
Inscriptions and manuscript notes left on them help us to understand the journey of these books.
Their binding is usually made from parchment and their texts in Latin. Most of them were part of
the personal library of the Albanian diplomat, writer and politician, Mithat Frashéri, which was
confiscated by the state in 1944.



