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Ap.6 rapparo, 21/3/1987

Zuunoéoio yia Tic BiBhioBnkeg onv Kunpo

NeayuaronomBnke onuepa oro Eevodoxeio Oofevia ouundoo |
Béua «BiBAoBNRKES kal BifpAloBnkovouia atnv Kumpo onuepa», nou opy
vwoe n Kunpwakn Evwon EnayyeAuatiwv BipAloBnkapiwy.

Tnv évapén Twv £pyaciwv TOou ocuunocicu KNPUuEE EX HPEpOUC TOU
Ynoupyou Maibeiac o enontevwy g Mopgwrikng Ymmpeoiag, Mop@uwTi-
kKo Aeitoupyoc k. . Katogoupneg. To Zupndoio dinuBuve o k. A Zogokhé-
oug, MNMpodedpoc Tou Kunpliakou Zuvdeouou Texvay - Emkowvaviwy,

270 QUUNOOIO £yIvav EIONYNCEIC TTIOU KAAuwav TOOO TN ONUEPLVT] ALl
ToupyikOTTa TV PiPAloBnkwv omyv Kumpo 6oo kat T peAkAovTiKn Toug
avanTuin, pe Blaitepn £ugacn oTnv avaykn yia owoTtr opyavwaon, oTevi
Siaocuvdeon petaiu Touc kat enavdpwar Touc pe EEEISIKEUPEVO TPOCWNI-
KO.

e npoogwvnon Tou, mou Sudaface o k. Karcgoupng, o Ynoupydg Mai
delag k. XpioTowidng avagepbnke ota YETpa nou nnpe kai naipver n lMo-
AlTeia yia v npowBnon kat diddoon Tou BifAiou kat v avantuin T
BiBAloBnkwv otnv Kunpo kal Tovige OTL uEoa oTa nAdicw Tou véou E£kTa-
KTou oxXediou oikovoukne Opacewc 1987-1992, Ba npowbnBei mepaiTépw
n avanTuén Twv BipAlcbnkwyv pe afionoinon exkBeoewv £1dikwy EEvwy gp-
NeIpoyVWPGVWY nou ndn peAerwvral

O k. Ynoupyoc ava@épbnke eniong omv andgaon Tou YMoupyikou
ZupBouhiou yia iGpuon, avéyepon kat Aetroupyia MoAmonkou Kévrtpou,
To onoio padi pe mMv Kpankn MvakoBrikn kat aiBouoca noAAanAnc xen-
cewc Ba neplhaupBavel kar Tnv Kpartikn BiBAtoBrkn.

H Aeitoupyia Tng BiBAoBrkne autng, TOvioE O K. Ynoupyog, nou Ba
opyavwBel pe O0Aa ta dedopéva kai pgoa Tng ouyxpovne BipAoBnkovopi-
acg, og opyavikn Olaouvdeon kar aAAnAocupnAnpwon pE Ta GAAQ npo-
ypaupara kat dpactnploTnTec Tou MOAITIOTIKOU auTou kevTpou, Ba unnpe-
TEL TOUC WOVIMOUC OTOXOUC TN¢ NMOAMMOTIKNG pag avantuéews kar Ba
cupBaier g diammpnon kal £vigluon TOCO TNG EBVIKNC TAUTOTNTAC Hag
000 KaQl TNC KPATIKNG UnogTacews tne Kunpou.
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A SUMMARY OF THE SYMPOSIUM

Libraries and Librarianship in Cyprus To-Day

As the need for a swift circulation of information to all members of
the community has increased in Cyprus, libraries are now being called
upon to play an increasingly important role, both in providing the re-
source material and in educaling patrons in their use. Two basic re-
quirements needed to bring libraries up to their user's expectations are:

1} Staff should be able to manage the many and varied types of re-
source media.

2) Authorities should recognise the need for regarding the national
library and information services as one integrated system.

The Cyprus Association of Professional Librarians held their first
symposium on Saturday 21st of March, 1987. The topics covered related
both to the present conditicn of library service in Cyprus and to its fu-
ture development with special emphasis on the need for a proper organ-
isation operated by professional staff in close co-operation with each
other.

The symposium was directed by Mr. Andreas Sophocleous. President
of the Cyprus Association of Communication Arts. The proceedings
opened with a speech by the Minister of Education and was followed by
a series of speeches made by members of Parliament and various liter-
ary socielies. The second part of the symposium was subdivided into
four units:

1) The need for library education.
2) Examples of current library development in Cyprus.

3) Problems concerning the employment of professional librarians.
4) Recent developments in ‘abranes and lbrarnanship n Cyprus.

The speakers were all professionals with experience in flibrary organ-
isation and staff training.

Mr. Nicolaos Georganos, head of tne library school. TEL in Athens,
Greece, and Dr. John Harvey, head of Intercollege library in Nicosia and
ex-head of the library school of the university of Teheran, spoke first on
the need for library education. Both. heavily, stressed the need for prop-
erly trained and qualified librarians in order that an efficient and effective
library service could be given to the users.

The professional librarian needs a good general education as well
as possessing a degree in library science. Nowadays the librarian needs
training in every aspect of librarianship - not only acquisitions, catalogu-
ing and classification but also relerence work, user education and they
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need to have the ability to recognise and utilise the needs and wants of
their community.

in the second unit Mr. Charles Glover, head of the Middle East Mar-
keting Bureau library in Nicosia and Mrs. Jill Kakoullis, head of the Cy-
prus Development Bank library. Nicosia, spoke of the existing library si
tuation in Cyprus with specific reference to their own libraries. They ex-
plained how their respective libraries came 10 be set up and the difficul-
ties encountered in the first few years. Both Mr. Giover and Mrs. Kakoul-
lis pointed out that an efficiently run information centre can make a sig-
nificant contribution to the continuing profitability of the company.

The final unit of the symposium opened with a speech by Mr. Cos-
tas Georghiou, a librarian in the Ministry of Education, Nicosia, who
gaves his view on the current library situation in Cyprus. He spoke o
the difficulties of maintaining an efficient library service when the librar-
ies are not staffed by professionals with suitable qualifications. Even
where there are professional librarians in the paositions, they are unable
to operate the library according to their professional skills, because they
are constantly being supervised by people with no library experience
Yioula Moniati spoke of the problems facing the unemployed librarians in
Cyprus. According to existing schemes of servicg within the governmen
there are no specific librarian posts. Schools, etc. require people with
either clerical or accounting experience to operate the library. As a con-
sequence qualified librarians are unable to apply for any available libran
posts. Miss Moniati also illustrated the problem of the mixing of profes-
sions e.g. there are many teachers in the post of librarian, but very few
real professional librarians.

In conclusion Mr. Savvas Petrides, President of the Association
brought the proceedings to a close with a talk on recent development
in Cyprus libraries.

The symposium received publicity both before and after the even|
from radio and newspapers. Several of the speeches have been pub
lished in various newspapers and the Association is in the process ¢
publishing the proceedings of the symposium.

As a result of the symposium “Libraries and Librarianship in Cyprus
To-day"”, people in Cyprus, not only the government but the pubiic too,
are becoming more aware of the important role that libraries can play ir
the everyday life of a community. The government despatched a press
release in which they stated that 1987 was the year of further progress
for libraries, and plans for library expansion would be pushed forward. 4
state library is to be included in the building of the Cultural Centre, anc
the operation and organisation of the library will involve all the moder
technology and advances available. These plans are just the beginning
of a new re-vitalised library service in Cyprus.
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