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(EXGLISH TRANSLATION.)

PLUTARCH'S LIVES OF ILLUSTRIOUS
MEN.
ARTAXERXES.

(Continned  from  p. 299.)

Yet there were some turbulent and factious men,
who represented that the affairs of Persia required
a king of such a ll‘l:ag‘ni'ﬁccm. spirit, §o able a war-
rior, and so generous a master as Cyrus was; and
that the dignity of so great an empire could not be
supported without a prince of high thoughts and
noble ambition. It was not, therefore, without a
confidence in some of the Persians, as well as in the
maritime provinees, that Cyrus undertook the war.
He wrote also to the Lacedemor for assistance ;
promizsing, that to the foot he would give horses, and
to the hersemen chariots; that on those who had
farms he would bestow villages, and on these who had
villages, cities. As for their pay, he assured them it
should net be counted, but measured out to them.
At the same time he spoke in very high terms of him-
self, telling them he had a greater and more princely
heart than his brother; that he was the better philo-
sopher, being instructed in the doctrines of the Magi,
and that he could drink and bear more wine than his
brother. Artaxerxes, he said, was so timorous and
effeminate a man, that he could not sit a horse in
hunting, nor a chariot in time of war. The Laceds-
moniang, therefore, sent the seytale to Clearchus, with
orders to serve Cyrus in every thing he demanded.
Cyrus began his march against the king with a
numeronus ;'trm_\' ‘.'.‘J_b bll'l"il:'l.l'ii’.n“'-. llll'.[ ii:n‘lf.l:‘:t tl[irtcc:i
thousand Greek mercenaries. e found one prefence
after another for having such an ammament on foot;
but his real desions did not remain long undiseovered,
for TESS:II‘I!H‘J'!IL‘:E- went in person to nform the king
of them. This news put the court in great disorder.
Parysatis was censured as the principal cause of this
war, and her friends were suspected of a private in-
telligence with Cyrus. Statira, in her distress about
the war, gave Parysatis the most trouble. ¢ Where
is now,” ghe eried, “that faith which you pledged?
Where your intercessions, by which you saved the
man that was conspiring against his brother? Have
they not brought avar and all its calamities upon us?”
These expostulations fixed in the heart of Parysatis,
who was naturally vindictive and barbarous in her
reseniment and revenge, such a hatved of Stativa that
she contrived to take her off. Dinon writes, that this
cruel purpose was put in execution during the war;
but Ctesias assures us, it was after 6.  And it is not
probable that he, who was an eye-witness to the
transactions of that court, could either be ignorant of
the time when the assassi place, or could
have any veason to misrepresent the date of it; though
he often deviates into fictitious tales, and loves to give
us invention mstead of dtrmnth. We shall therefore
leave this story to the order of iime in which he has
placed it

nation took

While ©yrus was mpon his march, he had accounts
bronght him that the kimge did not design to try the
fortune of the field by -g'i\-'il".‘g’ battle immediately, but
to wait in Persia till his forces wewe assembled theve
frem all parts of his kingdom. Amnd though he had
drawn a trench across the plain ten fathoms wide, as
many deep, and four hmmdred furlongs I length, yet
he suffered Cyrus to pass him, and to march almost to
Babylon. Taribszus, we are told, was the first who
ventured to mememstrate to the kimg, that e ought
not any longer to aveid am action, nor to abanden
Media, Babylon, snd even Susa to the enemy, amnd
hide himself in Persia; smee he had an army infi-
nitely emeater than theirs, and ten thousand Satrape
anfl efher officers, all of them superior to these of
Cyrus both in courage and eonduct. Upen this he

| took a resolution to come to action as seon as pessible.

His sudden appearance with sm army of nine humdved
thousand men, well prepared snd accoutred, extremely
surprised the rebels, who, #hreough the confidence
they had in themselves, snd contempt of their enemy,
were marching in prest eonfosion, and even witheut
their arms. Ho that 3 was with great difficulty that
Cyrus reduced them to any order; and he could not
do 1t at last without much noise and tnmult. As the
king advanced in silence and at a slow pace, the good
discipline of the troops afforded an astonishing spee-
tacle to the Greeks, who expected amongst such a
multitude nothing but disorderly shouts and motions,
and every otherinstance of distraction and confusion.
He showed his judgment, too, in placing the strongest
of his armed chariots before that part of his phalanx
which was opposite to the Greeks, that by the impe-
tuosity of their motion they might break the enemy’s

mis Lias 755 épadoy, mwpiv 3 ENOuwory els yeipas.

ranks before they came to close combat.

[r.}:m"ﬁunmor 27, 1860.]
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Many historians have deseribed this battle; buy
Xenophon has done it with such life and energy that
we do not read an account of it; we see it, and feel
all the danger. Tt would be wvery absurd, therefore,
to attempt anything after him, except the mentioning
gome material eircumstances which he has omitted.
The place where the battle was fonght is called
Cunaxa, and is five hundred furlongs from Babylon.
A little before the action, Clearchus advised Cyrus to
post himself behind the Lacedmmonians, and not risk
his person ; upon which he is reported to have said,
“ What advice is this Clearchus?  Would you have
me, at the very time I am aiming at a erown, to show
myself unworthy of one ?" Cyrus, indeed, committedl
an @ror in rushing into the midst of the greatest
danger without care or caution; but Clearchus was
guilty of another as great, if not greater, in not con-
senting to place his Grecks opposite to the king, and
in getting the river on his right, to prevent his being
swrounded. Fou, if safety was his principal dbject,
and he was by all means to avoid loss, he ought to
have staid at home.
sand furlongs from the sea, without necessity or con-
straint, and solely with a view to place Cyrus on the
throne of Persia, and then not to be solicitons for a
post where he might best defend his prince whose
pay he received, but for one in which he might act
most at case and in the greatest safety, was to behave
like @ man who, on the sight of present danger, aban-
dons the whele enterprise, and forgets the purpose of
his expedition. For it appears from the course of the
actien, that if the Greeks had charged those that were
posted about the king's person, they would not have
stood the shock ; and after Artaxerxes had dicen slain,
or put to flight, the eonqueror must have gained the

But to carry his arms ten thou-

crown without further interruption. Therefare, the
ruin of ‘Cyrus’s affuirs and his death are much rather
to he ascribed to the caution af Clearchus, than o his
ownrashmess; for if the king himself had heen to
choose a post for the Grecks, where they might do
him the least prejudice, he could net have pitched
upon a better than that which was most remote from
himself and the troops about him. At the distance
he was from Clepxchus, he knew not of the defeat of
that part of his army which was near the river, and
Cyrus was cut off before he could avail himself of the

advantages gf-.incd by the Greeks.
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