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MEN.

ARTAXERXES.
(Continued from p. 369.)

But nothing can be a more palpable falsity than
what Ctesias adds, that he was sent ambassador ‘to
the Greeks in conjunction with Phayllus, the Za-
cynthian, and some others; for Xenophon knew
that Ctesias was at the Persian court; he mentions
him in- his works, and it is plain that he had met
with his books. Therefore, if he had been joined in
commission to settle such important affairs, he would not
have passed him by unnoticed, but would have noticed
him with Phayllus. Ctesias, indeed, was a man of
unbounded vanity, as well as strong attachment to
Clearchus; and for that reason always leaves a corner
in the story for himself, when he is dressing out the
praises of Clearchus and the Laced@monians.

After the battle, the king sent great and valuable
presents to the son of Artagerses, who was slain by
Cyrus, He rewarded also Ctesias and others in a
distinguished manner ; and having found the Caunian
who gave him the bottle of water, he raised him from
indigence and obscurity, to riches and honours.
There was something of an analogy between his
punishments and the crime. One Arbaces, a Mede,
in the battle deserted to Cyrus, and, after that prince
was killed, returned to his colours. As he perceived
that the man had done it rather out of cowardice
than any treasonable design, all the penalty he laid
upon him was to carry about a naked courtesan upon
his shoulders a whole day, in the market-place.
Another, besides deserting, had given it out that he
had killed two of the enemy ; and for his punishment,
he only ordered his tongue to be pierced through
with three needles. He supposed, and he was desi-
rous of having it pass upon the world, that Cyrus fell
by his hand. This induced him to send valuable
presents to Mithridates, who gave him the first wound,
and to instruct the messengers to say, “The king
does you this honour, because you found the furni-
ture of Cyrus's horse, and brought it to him.” And
when the Carian, who gave Cyrus the stroke in his
ham that caused his death, asked for his reward, he
ordered those whe gave it him to say, “The king
bestows this upon you, because you were the secon
person that brought him good tidings ; for Artasyras
was the first, and you the next that brought him an ae-
count of the death of Cyrus,” Mithridates went away
in silence, though not without concern. But the un-
happy Carian could not conquer the common disease
of vanity. Elated with what he thought his good
fortune, and aspiring to things above his walk in life
he would not receive his reward for tidings, bt
angrily insisted, and called the gods and men to wit-
ness, that he, and no other man, killed Cyrus; and
that it was not just to rob him of the glory. The
king was so much incensed .at this, that he "ordered
the man’s head to be cut off. But his mother Pary-
satis, being present, said, *Let not this villanous
Carian go off so; leave him to me, and he shall have
the reward which his audacious tongue deserves,”
Accordingly the king gave him up to her, and she
delivered him to the executioners, with orders to tor-
ture him for ten days, and then to tear out his eyes,
and pour molten brass into his ears till he expireti :

Mithridates also came to amiserable end soon after,
through his own folly. Being invited one evening to
supper, where both the eunuchs of the king and
those of his mother were present, he went in a robe
embroidered with gold, w}}):\ich he had received from
the king, During the entertainment, Parysatis's

rincipal eunuch took occasion to say, “What a
beautiful garment is this, Mithridates, w]z’iuh the kipg
bas given you! how handsome are those bracelets
and that chain ! how valuable your scimitar! he has
certainly made you not only a great, but a happy
man.” Mithridates, who by this time was flushed
with wine, made answer, “ What are these thingé,
Sparamixes? 1 deserve much greater marks of
honour than these for the services I rendered the
king that day.” Then Sparamixes replied, with a
smile, **1 speak not in the least out of envy;t-rﬁg
since, according to the Greek proverb, there is truth
in wine, let me tell you my mind freely, and aaktyl;:g, »
what great matter 1t is to find a horse’s furnitur
fallen off, and bring it to the king.” This he said, °
not that he was ignorant of the real state af%
but because he wanted to Iair him open, and sax »

the wine had made him talkative, and taken him off
his guard, he studied to pique his vanity.
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