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Paul Ayris is Pro-Vice-Provost (University College London Library Services). He is also the UCL copyright 
officer and in August 2013 became chief executive of UCL Press. He is a member of the Provost and 
President’s senior management team at UCL. He was the president of LIBER [Association of European 
Research Libraries] from 2010 to 2014; he is now an advisor to the LIBER Board. He is co-chair of the 
LERU [League of European Research Universities] INFO [Information and Open Access] Community. He 
chairs the Open Archives Initiative organising committee for the CERN/University of Geneva workshops 
on innovations in scholarly communication. He is also the chair of the Jisc Content Strategy Group. He 
has a PhD in ecclesiastical history and publishes on English Reformation studies.

Elena Diomidi-Parpouna is a librarian working as a Senior Officer at the University of Cyprus Library; 
since April 2014 she has been Acting Library Director. She has a degree in Librarianship from the 
Technological Educational Institute of Thessaloniki (1991) and an MSc in Library and Information Science 
from Loughborough University (1996). She also has an MBA from the University of Cyprus (2009). She 
was employed briefly at the Municipal Library of Thessaloniki and later in the Cultural Services of the 
Cyprus Ministry of Education and Culture. She joined the University of Cyprus Library at its inception in 
1992; she has earned valuable experience in setting it up and has contributed significantly to its quick 
growth, becoming the largest academic library in Cyprus. She has multilevel expertise in the operation 
of an academic library and a strong understanding of its core role in coping with the challenges and 
exploiting the opportunities faced by modern academic institutions. In addition, she has a clear vision 
of how academic libraries must contribute to the improvement of the educational level of the host 
society, as well as their role in preserving the relevant historical documentation. Her main scientific 
interests include library management, services quality, library networks (Cyprus Libraries Consortium), 
Open Access, etc.

Milan Hughston was a librarian at the Amon Carter Museum in Fort Worth, TX, from 1979 to 1999. 
During that time he published comprehensive bibliographies in museum publications, including Thomas 
Eakins (1996), the photography collection catalogue (1993), Eliot Porter (1989) and Laura Gilpin (1986). 
In September 1999 he became Chief of Library and Museum Archives at the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York; he retired in 2016. At MoMA he devoted his energies to planning and coordinating the 
opening of the Museum’s research facilities in Manhattan and Queens. In 2000 he established, with May 
Castleberry, the Library Council, to promote the research resources of MoMA through a membership 
programme and publications of artist’s books in a series called Contemporary Editions. He is also a 
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founding member of the New York Art Resources Consortium, which coordinates collaborative projects 
between the research libraries of MoMA, the Frick Collection and the Brooklyn Museum. A native of 
Clarksville, TX, Hughston received his BA in journalism and his MLS from the University of Texas at 
Austin. In 1978-1979 he was the recipient of a Rotary International Scholarship and attended the post-
graduate programme in art gallery and museum studies at the University of Manchester.

Yannis Ioannidis (PhD, UC Berkeley, 1986) is the president and general director of the ‘Athena’ 
Research and Innovation Center in Athens and a professor in the Department of Informatics and 
Telecommunications of the University of Athens. From 1986 to 1997 he taught in the Department of 
Computer Sciences of the University of Wisconsin–Madison. His research interests include electronic 
infrastructures (digital libraries and repositories, data infrastructures), database and information 
systems, personalisation and social networks, data science, human–computer interaction and several 
application areas (life sciences, cultural heritage, biodiversity, physical sciences), topics on which 
he has published over 150 articles in leading journals. He also holds three patents. He has been a 
co-coordinator of all the OpenAIRE projects and a partner in many research projects, including the 
currently active Human Brain Project and OpenMinTeD. He is an ACM and IEEE Fellow, a member of 
Academia Europaea and a recipient of several research and teaching awards. He has also served as the 
chair of ACM SIGMOD, the international association of researchers on data management. He is the 
Greek delegate to the European Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures [ESFRI], a member of the 
ESFRI executive board and the ESFRI representative to the e-Infrastructures Reflection Group [e-IRG].

Jakob Heide Petersen has an MSc in political science, a graduate diploma in business administration 
(management and organisation) and an MBA from Henley Business School. He is Library Director of the 
Copenhagen Main Library and chairman of the Danish public libraries’ e-book service. He is responsible 
for Copenhagen’s library strategy. He joined the City of Copenhagen in 2013 after a career in the national 
government. He supervised the libraries division at the Danish Agency for Culture and before that he 
was head of the secretariat of Denmark’s Electronic Research Library [DEFF]. He has worked extensively 
on national library policy and strategies for both research and public libraries and has written numerous 
reports, reviews, articles and analyses. He was secretary for the Committee on Public Libraries in the 
Knowledge Society, which published its report in 2010, and is co-author of a report on a joint digital 
library for the Danish public libraries.

Kaisa Sinikara is the former University Librarian of the Helsinki University Library (retired in 2013). In 2007 
she completed her doctorate at the University of Helsinki on the change in the worldview of university 
library staff during the Information Age, 1970-2005. From 2002 to 2009 she worked as the Coordinating 
Director of the library sector at the University of Helsinki. In 2010 the new Helsinki University Library 
was founded, and all existing campus libraries were merged into one organisation; Dr Sinikara was 
its first director. Her other experiences include working as a Library Director and a library specialist, 
participating in academic administration and research projects, and teaching as a part-time lecturer at 
the University of Helsinki. She has collaborated with national and European library networks and has 
led several projects, including a development project for an African (Namibian) university library in 
2011-2012. She has published approximately 30 scientific and 100 professional articles. She is currently 
writing a history of the Helsinki University Library Network from 1850 to 2010. She was awarded the 
honorary title of professor by the President of Finland in 2013. For a list of writings, see https://tuhat.
halvi.helsinki.fi/portal/en/persons/kaisasinikara(dec9e7db-d5c2-4ec1-9f58-8022534156e9).html. 

https://tuhat.halvi.helsinki.fi/portal/en/persons/kaisasinikara(dec9e7db-d5c2-4ec1-9f58-8022534156e9).html
https://tuhat.halvi.helsinki.fi/portal/en/persons/kaisasinikara(dec9e7db-d5c2-4ec1-9f58-8022534156e9).html
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Filippos Tsimpoglou has a PhD in Librarianship and Information Science from the Ionian University 
and a BSc in Economics from the Athens University of Economics and Business. From 1983 to 1999 he 
worked at the National Documentation Centre of Greece, implementing a national information system 
by developing such projects as the National Interlibrary Lending Network, the repository of Greek PhD 
dissertations and the Archaeological Greek Online System. From 1999 to 2014 he was the Director of 
the Library and an ex-officio member of the Senate of the University of Cyprus, where his tasks included 
the development of new information services and the forging of strategic alliances; he also inspired the 
creation of the Cyprus Libraries Consortium. Since 2014 he has been the Director General of the National 
Library of Greece, charged with the preparation and transition of the collections and services of the 
NLG to its new premises at the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center. His responsibilities include 
the organisation of the ‘idle services’ of a classical national library, the planning and development of 
infrastructure and services in order for the NLG to address successfully the challenges of the digital era 
and the creation of a series of innovative services of a public library within the NLG, acting as a standard 
for the Greek National Network of Libraries. His thesis, Collaborations between Libraries: A Systemic 
Approach, was published in 2008 (in Greek), and he is the author of numerous papers.




