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~ The poor village boy who
became a world champion

STELIOS Kyriakides,
the veteran athlete
réecently honoured by
the Limassol Municipali-
ty along with two other
Limassolians, Domnitsa
Lanitou Kavounidou and
Renos Frangoudis, is
one of the finest exam-
ples of what will, patien-
ce and perseverence can
achieve.

A "poor village boy without
means, or support, who start-
ed working at a tender age,
he had only the determina-

tion to go ahead. And he
succeeded.
In athletics, particularly

long distance races of 5,000

m. .and - 10,000m., and ¢he
marathon, Kyriakides knew
triumphant days for years

on end through his successi-

ve victories in Panhellenic
and . jnternatiopai games.
These brouﬁx| honour to

him and his country, securad
a_firm pesition for him and
his family, and the unequivo-
cal esteem of his fellow
countrymen,  originally  in
Cyprus and later in Greece
where he setlied for good,
Born at Statos, a Paphos~
village near Panayia Chryso-
royatissa Monastery in 1910 £
Kyriakides came to Limassol]
after he finished the elemen-g
tary school, and was em-y
ployed by the leading groce-g
ry of J. G. Contopoulos ir
St. Andrew Street, owned by
brothers Christodoulos anc
Stelios ‘Contupouios. &
He was engaged as a «home-&
delive:y» boy, the usual prac-
tice in Limassol, in the mir
20’s when the town harc
extended beyond Gladstc
Street in the north, the M
nicipal Gardens
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and the «Four Lantern Br. .,
i

ge» in the west.

He worked for five yeai
at the grocery, and ~wa
prompt and active. «He w:
very good and very kindy
said Mr Christodoulos Con
topoulos. «And he is still so,

coming to see us every time
he is in Cyprus» he added.

Here, in the grocery, Ky-
riakides was given tha first

by John
N. Vryonides

idea of engaging in athletics.
Bicycles were - the  usual
means of transport of food-
stuffs from the groceries.
«But Kyriakides».- said Mt
Stelios Contopoulos, ¢saldom
used them. He preferred to
carry them on foof, and
came back untired and fresh,
ready for another errandy.

His endurance astounded
My Stelios Centopoulos who
often said to ' him. «You
must bz good for the Mara-
thon», and this remark was
heeded by Kyriakides.

But the real spur to ‘davote
himself to athlatics was gi-
ven to Kyriakides by a late
employer, Dr Cheverton, a
famous surgeon, then Dis-
trict Medical Officer a; the
Limassol Hospital (now the
District Office), himssif a
runcer and javelin thrower.

He trained hard daily and
won his first victory in ths
10,000 metres at the Pancy-
prian Games held at Fama-
gusta in 1933. In the follow-
ing year he was the winner
of the Marathon in Zagrep,
beating the record of Spyras
Louis, the Greek winner of
the race at the 1896 games
in the United States.

To his admirers at the
time, Kyriakides always gave
his recipe of success: «Work,
work and still more worky.

For two years, from 1934
0 1936, Kyriakides was gi»
ven a job at the Limassol
Aunicipality by the then
Mayor,” the late Christodou-
los Hadjipavlou and then
went to Greece where he was
smployed by the semi-state
electricity supply company,
«Powern, He itook part in all
Panhellenic Balkan and  in-

ternational Games until 1948,
including the Olympic Games
in Berlin, and won successive
victories.

« can’t remember all my
records», he said, «but have
some thirty medals in my

possessiony,

The climax of his successes.
was in the International Ga-
me at Boston 1946 when he.
won the Marathon, reviving
the success of Spyros Louis,
fifty ysars earlier. He was
awarded the «50th anniversa-
ry» gold medal, endowed with
diamonds.

Bu; Kyriakides had' an
odyssey to get to Boston.
Means of communication

were few and he had to tra-
vel via Paris. But worst of all
he had no money. And Kyria-
kides remembers with grati-
tude the generous gesture of
the then Director of Power,
Mr Leslic Kem, who handed
him a cheque of £1,000, out
of his own pocket, to pay

for his expenses. Kyriakides
proved worthy of the gestu-
re, with the glorious victory
he brought back.

Kyniakides
with emotion
manifestations

also speaks
of - the many
of  goodwill

and affection towards hip
by the Greek people. He wa
granted a building site by th
National -Bank of Greece Em
ployees Union at Philothey
Athens, and iater was helpe:
to build his own house b
a Greece-wide collection un
dertaken on his behalf. H
is opan-heartedly receive
everywhere, with discount
and gifts from shops, ©
prompt service by Govern
ment and other offices,

Today, in retirement, Kyri
akides ,with the same sparc,
physique as in the past, bu
grey hair at the temples, an(
as modest as from the start
is still active, his advice anc
experiencz being sought by
athletic circles.

Kyriakides
Greece and. has
dren ,a son, who is a ship
builder and two daughters
both married. His sistar stil
lives at Statos and two o
his brothers arz in Messinii
of the Pelloponese.

His life-story will bt
shortly on the screen in
full-length film prepared by
the Austin Company of New
York, under the title «S. K
Sundays.
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