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THE GREEK BLOCKADE

The latest despatches from Athens do not give
us any hope that the pitilus blockade imposed six
months ago upon our unfortunate country is about
to be lifted. Contrary to this certain hints given
through the French Press and some unfounded fears
relative to the Allied army in Salonika expressed
by the representative of the English Press Mr.
Price, strengthen our conviction that the blockade
will be prolonged until the patience of the starv-
ing Greek people being exhausted will lead them
perhaps to some regretable step which will influ-
‘ence perniciously their fate.

When long ago after the bloody scenes of the
'first of December last year the Allies imposed

) their sinister blockade which devastates the poor

country and owing to which the Greek nation is
in danger of becoming degenerate, we foretold
that the imposing of this blockade was not a meas-
ure insuring protection to Sarray's army by com-
pelling Greece to deliver to the Allies her guns
and ammunition but was turned against the Greek
neutrality which is synonymous to the danasty only
responsible for Greece's attitude.

The blockade was imposed and exists until
to-day contrary to any divine or human law against
a whole nation, not as a military measure for the
Allied army but as a measure of entortion against
Greece by which only the Allies believed to draw
her into the struggle against the very same
principles for which the Allies so londly declare
they are fighting.

3

The Greek people was and continue to be not
against the entrance of their country into the World
war on the side of the Allies but against the con-
ditions under which Greece was invited to take part
in a struggle the fruits of which others were un-

justly to reap.

Why do they blame Greece for nonparticipa-
tion? When the war broke out she was invited to
join the Allies and shed her blood not to free her
enslaved sons but to transfer their yoke.

,  The European Allied powers who pose as liber-
'ators of the small nations are they not the same
who want to fa=d on Greater Greece's flesh? Has
| Russia ceased to covet the Greek Constantinople,
|Stra1ts and part of Asia Minor? Has ltaly given
lup the desire to possess the Greek Epirus, Agean
Islands and a sphere of influence on Greek terri-
tories? Has England conceded her silent claims
connected with the most vital interests of Greece
relative to certain Greek islands in the Mediter-
ranean Sea? oy

Since the world exists no country was found in
a more sinister dilemma. To enter the war was
equivalent to helping the Alies in dividing among
themselves our fathers inheritance. To remain neu-
tral in an attitude of watchful waiting she was con-
demned to suffer as she suffers now but she hoped
for more favorable days. Who can blame her atti-
tude?

America the noble democracy entered the world
war for justice and liberty. But would Greece fight
for justice and liberty helping those countries to
attain their unlawful desires? This was the dilemma
in which Greece was found and King Constantine’s
country remains until to-day neutral thus provok-
ing the Allies rage which is manifested in a pitiless
and unjust blockade which decimates now the in-
nocent population of the unfortunate country.
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