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GREECE’S NEUTRALITY

1st Part

The Greece—Serbian Treaty

So many malevolent rumors have been published
in the Allied and American press conecrning
Greece's neutrality, so many unfounded deeds
were stated relative to her attitude and the truth
so monstroudly perverted by those who tried to
make Greece their tool since the outbreak of the
European war that the refutation of all those calum-
nies and misunderstandings by strong arguments
based upon facts and logic would require space
uncomparably more than that at our disposal.

However, we try concisely to revoke the prin-
cipal calumnies against Greece from the accept-
ance of which, as facts, emanated the unfavorable
opinion of most of the American people concern-
ing Greece.

The first point which they grasped to calummate
Greece as Pro-German, and even with the sac-
rifice of her national honor, was the breach of the
Greco-Serbian Treaty according to which as the
Ailies and Mr. Venizelos assert, Greece had the
obligation to help Serbia when she was involved in
war against the Central Powers and afterwards
against Bulgaria.

The Allies and with them the leader of the
revolted Greece by force of the foreign bayonet
Mi. Venizelos ‘allege that the aforsaid treaty im-
posed upon Greece the obligation to help Serbia
when attacked by Austro-Hungary. But is this
realy true?

The opinions concerning the substance of this
treaty are divided. Some accept that it was a gen-
eral treaty and others that it was partial intended
to help the contracting parties against any other
Balcan state only. Let us examine each side of the
question separately. Firstly Mr. Venezelos, who is
considered by the Allies as the greatest statesman
existing, could he really be a great statesman bind-
ing his poor counry by such a treaty with this
country which he knew very well would be involved
at some time with Austro-Hungary and consequ-
ntly with the Triple Alliance? But apart from that,
another and more serious reason exists proving the
rotten argument concerning the accpetance of this
treaty as general. lt is proved and everyone knows
that this treaty is due to the initiative of Prince
Nicholas of Greece then military governor of Salo-
niki after the first Balkan war, conducted by order
of the Greek King and with Mr. Venezelos' consent.

But if King Constantine is a Pro-German, of
course, he did not become such after the outbreak
‘of the European war, but he must have been before.
Then how was it possible for him to sign such a
treaty intended against the very same state which
as his calumniators assert he loves more than the
Greek country, the Greek crown the happiness of
his family, his children?

Mr. Venezelos would be not a great but a very
common statesman if he would bind Greece with
a treaty to another State which as the most ignorant
knew had pending accounts with the General Em-
pires and consequently the small and poor Greece
would be obliged to follow this state under any
circumstances.

Mr. Venezelos adherents assert that their leader
intentionally did that understanding very well
that the outbreak of a war by Austro-Hungary
against Serbia would bring inevitably a European

collision when Greece's place should be on the
Allies side.

Very well—But we who are not wise as Mr.
Venezelos and incomparably less diplomatic than
he, we ask, could Greece fulfil her national ideals
and ask from the Allies conterbalances if she was
obliged to enter the struggle forced by such a
treaty? .

Could Greece bound by such an Alliance with
Serbia negotiate the price of her blood which she
would shed in this terrible conflict?

If Greece was free from any treaty compelling
her to enter the sruggle on a certain side, could
she not follow the same course just when she would
think the time ripe and not when obliged?

We do not believe Mr. Venezelos so marrow-
minded and the Greek King without any love for
his country as to accept that they made such a
great mistake by concluding a general treaty with
Serbia against the most vital interests of Greece.

Now let us examine the other point of view. If
the treaty was partial and Greece ought to fulfil
her obligation helping Serbia against Bulgaria when
she attacked Serbia. That Greece had not any
obligation to keep the treaty is above any doubt
for the following reasons: When, after the second
Balkan war against Bulgaria, Greece was threatened
tc be attacked by Turkey who against the treaty
of London did not recognize the Greek possessions
of the Aegean Islands, Serbia was asked if she
would assist the Greece attacked by Turkey. She
replied refusing and advising the Greek govern-
ment to settle the conflict by conceding to Turkey
thus avoiding a war which really was avoided ow-
ing to the benevolent assistance of America by
selling to Greece the two cruisers, Mississippi and
Idaho.—Apart from that if we admit this treaty
as really existing another reason pleads against the
obligation of Greece to assist Serbia when attacked
by Bulgaria. Serbia was compelled as far as we know
to face the Bulgarians in case of war with a certain
army which she could not dispose under existing
circumstances.

But the strongest evidence that Greece in no
way was obliged to help Serbia under the condi-
tions developed by Serbia's course is the heavy
veil of mystery with which until to-day the Greco-
Serbian treaty has been covered.

When Italy refused to follow her Allies into the
conflict against the Entent she excused her attitude
by presenting to the entire world the treaty of the
Triple Alliance, so giving the opportunity to her
people and all the world to judge her right of
wrong attitude. Why Serbia, if she was right did
not do the same, denouncing the Greco-Serbian
Treaty? Why has Mr. Venezelos the most ardent
advocate of its fulfliment never presented to us
the text of this famous treaty owing to which he
infixed on the forehead of his country the spot of
infamy?

We do not wish now to discuss Mr. Venezelos'
motives in presenting in his way the Greco-Serbian
treaty and we are convinced for the aforesaid
reasons that Greece did more than she really was
compelled to in favor of Serbia, helping her mate-
rially and we say more than she was compelled
granted that Serbia once refused and lately, could
not keep the obligations imposed upon her by this
treaty with Greece.

(To be continued)
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