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THE VENIZELOS BLUNDER

The Entente policy in Greece has proved a dis-
astrous blunder and the Greek situation has thus
reached the last stage of failure.

Venizelos represented himself as the only influen-
tial and powerful man in Greece and succeeded in
persuading France and England that with their
whole support behind him, he would be able to
bring Greece into the war on their side. To assist
Venizelos in this scheme, the Entente found them-
selves obliged to abandon their original program of
observing the principles of international law and
supporting the rights of small nations. They vio-
lated the rights of Greece flagrantly, repeatedly and
systematically. Their excuse was that which Beth-
mann Holweg gave for the invasion of Belgium—
military necessity. Under this plea atrocities have
Leen commited against Greece unparalled in the
Listory of the world. Belgium furnishes no parallel,
for Commissions for the relief and the feeding of
the population of Belgium were furnished the world
over; but no help was given the starving people
of Greece and the fact that the Entente censorship
l:ept the facts about Greece from common know-
ledge condemned the Greeks to suffer unsuccored.
Not only were the Greeks starved, but a conspiracy
of silence prevented any help reaching them. Any-
body in Greece who was not for the Entente’s man
Yenizelos was considered against the Entente and
persecuted. Any patriotic Greek believing that
(Greece must submit to foreign coercion and that
Greece should remain neutral was treated as an
enemy of the Allies.

The coercion of Greece started as soon as the
I.ntente considered it more vital to their interests
‘than the vindication of the principles of interna-
| tional law of the protection of small nations. Previ-
ous to that time, Venizelos’ own offer to deliver
Creece to the Allies without conditions had been
refused. The Entente, believing victory near without
| Greece had been unwilling to share the spoils of

|war with anyone, and Greegy itself had been par-
|itioned amongst the Allies.

' In March 1915 the Gounaris government which
|succeeded Venizelos, seeing that under Allied coer-
|cion the situation in Greece was growing daily worse
| without remedy, proposed that Greece leave neu-
!trality on the side of the Entente, but on condition
?'—a reasonable one, it must be admitted—that the
}integrity of Greece be guaranteed by Greece's
|Allies, that is that after having helped to secure
victory Greece should not be despoiled by those
keside whom she had fought. This was refused.
Greece had already been condemned to be divided
between them!

Why bargain with Greece, while a high handed
policy against Greece would reduce her to a vassal
of the Entente Powers? Venizelos was appointed
as the Entente’'s Agent to carry out this scheme.
He did carry it out, unsparingly. And in conformity
with Venizelos' instigation the coercion of Greece
was decided upon and exercised in various forms.

A blockade of the severest type was the first
evil brought upon Greece by the Allies; in order
to excuse themselves for these cruel measures they
accused Greece of harboring German submarines.
Eut they could never prove the assertion, nor was
it ever true.

The next evil was the so called Venizelos move-
ment—a revolution financed by the Allies. On
September 25th 1916, accompanied by a guard of
the Anglo-French secret police and convoyed by
a French destroyer, Venizelos and about a dozen
in Crete against the constitutional Government of
Creece. Having failed to accomplish this, Venizelos
left afterwards for Salonica, where nuder the auspi-
ces of General Sarail's mosaic forces he declared
himself the President of the so called revolutionary
Government.

Raising his voice high to proclaim that his move-
ment was directed against the hereditary enemies
ot Greece, Turkey and Bulgaria, Venizelos manag-
ed to appeal to a few like minded Greeks, who
joined his colours, abandoning neutrality. Fortune-
tely, however, King Constantine saved Greece once
more by insisting on a neutral policy, and prevented,
thereby, that her fate, be the same one which Ru-
mania then was experiencing, very bitterly. Yet
Venizelos has disappointed the Entente because he
could not deliver the goods. He then schemed a
desperate invasion of Thessaly; but the Royalists
troops soon settled with the Venizelos forces at
[Lcatarina. The French troops released the Venizelos
rebels from their predicament, and the Entente
pledged herself to King Constantine to establish
neutral zone in Thessaly, and to prevent any further
extension of the Revolutionary movement into the
Kingdom of Greece. Soon after this pledge France
and England occupied the loenian Islands with the
excuse that these were not included in their pledges!

The next evil coercion imposed on Greece, in
Pharaonian style, was the forced reduction of the
Hellenic troops, and the transfer of the remainder
fiom Thessaly to Peloponesos, on the demand of
the Allies this followed under new pledges that the
disarmement of Greece would not endanger the
government and in order to add insult to injury,
Greece had to deliver to Venizelos part of her arms.

Yet very little indeed has been accomplished. To
satisfy the Entente, Greece has been reduced to a
vassal at their mercy. King Constantine stood by
Greece's interests with frank calmness and managed
to postpone the destruction of Greece.

[t was therefore time that King Constantine
should be dethroned, and admiral du Fournet, on
December Ist, landed his troops at Piraeus and
proceeded to Athens, occupied the strategic place
of Zappeion which enabled him to bombard Athens
and King Constantine's palace. By the 2nd Decem-
ber, however, he found himself prisoner in the
hands of the Greek troops and his failure disap-

pointed the French Government, which recalled him
immediately .

The Entente then decided on more drastic meas-
ures, and larger forces occupied the Corinthean
canal and Piraeus. King Constantine was forced to
abdicate on the 11th June 1917.'

This Entente’s blunder has been crowned to-day
by the worst possible situation which is created in
Greece. The Hellens, true to King Constantine, shall
fight to obtain their independence and remove the
so called protection of the Entente. Peloponesos is
in revolt, the majority of the Greeks of continental
Greece are taking refuge in the mountains and
great forces of the Entente powers must crowd
(reece in order to enslave Greece in the way they
originally decided.

Venizelos' movement having led finaly to his
imposition as a Dictator of Greece causes the diser-
tion of his followers by thousants.
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