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GREEK HISTORY

DON PACIFICO
(From Justin McCarthy’s History of our own times)
Chapter XIX page 304.
L. A. Burt Publishers, New York.

The coercion against weak nations exercised by
the European Powers in the present world war is
not a modern invention.

the British historian Mr. Justin McCarthy in his
contemporary history:

It is, indeed, very interesting to. our readers to
refresh their memory and to know that brutal force
remains unreformed along the centuries of the
history of mankind. :

The name of Don Pacifico was as familiar to
the world some quarter of a century ago as that
of M. Jecker was about the time of the French
invasion of Mexico. Don Pacifico became famous
for a season as the man whose quarel had nearly
brought on a European war, caused a temporary
disturbances of good relations between England
and France, split up political parties in England in
a manner hardly even known before, and establish-
ed the reputation of Lord Palmerston as one of the
greatest parliamentary debaters of his time. Among
the memorable speeches delivered in the English
House of Commons that of Lord Palmerston on the
Don Pacifico case must always take a place. .. ..

Don Pacifico was a Jew, a Portuguese by extrac-
tion, but a native of Gibraltar and a British subject.
His House in Athens was attacked and plundered
lin the open day on April 4’1847 by an Athenian
mob who were headed it was affirmed by two sons
of the Greek minister of war. The attack came
' about this way. It had been customary in Greek
towns to celebrate Easter by burning an effigy of
| Judas Iscariot. In 1847 the police of Athens were
'ordered to prevent the performance, and the mob’
l3disappointed of their favorite amusement, ascribed
'the order to the influence of the Jews. Don Paci-
|fico’s house happened to stand near the spot where
the Judas was annually burnt; Don Pacifico was
(known to be a Jew; and the anger of the mob
iwas wreaked upon him accordingly. There could
lbe no doubt that the attack was lawless, and that
the Greek authorities took no trouble to protect
| Pacifico against it. Don Pacifico made a claim
|against the Greek government for compensation.

iHe estimated his losses directand indirect at nearly

10v, lotatar Gvapgiobnmnrog anedeific 1ol xgioiuov | thirty-two thousand pounds sterling. Another claim
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tijs déoewg tov V) tehevtaia €idnoig, fiv petédwnev fuiv|was made at the same time, by another British

O TAEYQopos EQL TV oyfcewv ToU Opdvou Toos v [subject, a man of a very different stamp than Don

The following is an accurate account given by |

shipman of her majesty’s ship.

Pacifico. This was Mr. Finlay the histor}in of
Greece. Mr. Finlay had gone to Greece in the en-
thusiastic days of Byron and Cochran and Hastings;
and he settled in Athens when the independence
of Greece had been established. Some of his land
had been taken for the purpose of rounding off
the new palace gardens of King Otho; and Mr.
Finlay had declined to accept the terms offered by
the Greek government, to which other landowners
in the same position as himself had assented.
Some stress was laid by Lord Palmerstons antago-
nists in the course of the debate on the fact that

‘Mr. Finlay thus stood apart from other landowners

in Athens. Mr. IFinlay 'however had a perfect
right to stand out for any price he thought fit. He
was in the same position as a Greek resident of
London and Manchester whose land is taken for
the purposes of a railway, or other public improve-
ment, and who declines to accept the amount of
compensation tendered for it in the first instance.
The peculiarity of the case is that Mr. Finlay was
not left, as the supposed Greek gentleman assur-
edly would be, to make good his claims for him-
self in our courts of law. Neither Pacifico, nor
Mr. Finlay had appealed to the law courts at all.
But about this same time our foreign office had
several little complaints against the Greek author-
ittes. We had taken so considerably a part in sett-
ing up Greece, that our ministers not unnaturally
thought Greece ought to show her gratitude by

|attending a little more closely to our advice. On

A NEARLY FORCOTTEN PAGE OF MODERN Itl’xe other hand, Lord Palmerston had made up his

mind that there was constant intrigue going on a-
gainst our interests among the foreign diplomatists
in Athens. He was convinced that France was per-
petually plotting against us there, and that Russia
was watching an opportunity to supereede, once
for all our influence by complbtely establishing
hers. Don Pacifico’s sheets, counterpanes, and gold
watch had the advantage of being made the subject
of a trial of strength between England on the one.
side, and France and Russia on the other. There
had been other complaints as well. Ilonian subjects
of her majesty has sent in remonstrances against
lawless or high handed proceedings; and a mid-
Fantome landing
from a boat at night on the shore of Patras was
arrested by mistake. None of these questions would
seem at first sight to wear a very grave inter
national character. All they needed for settlement
was it might be thought, a little open discussion
and the exercise of some good sence and modera-
tion on both sides. It cannot be doubted that the
Greek authorities were lax and careless, and that
acts, had been done which they could not justify.
It is only fair to say that they do not appear to
have tried to justify some of them; but they were
of opinion that certain of the claims were absurd-
lv exaggerated, and in this belief they proved to
be well sustained. The Greeks were very poor,
and also very dilatory; and they gave Lord Pal-
merston a reasonable excuse for a little impatience.
Unluckily, Lord Palmerston became possessed with
the idea, that the French minister in Greece was
secretely setting the Greek government on to resist
our claims. For the foreign office had made the
They had lumped up the outrages
on lonian seamen, the mistaken arrest of the mid-
shipman (who had been released with apologies
the moment his nationality and position were
established. )Mr. Finlay's land, and Don Paci-
fico's furniture in one claim, converted it into a
national demand, and insisted that Greece must
pay up within a given time or take the conse-
quences. Greece hesitated, and accordingly the
British fleet was ordered to the Piraeus. It made
its appearance very promptly there, and seized all
the Greek vessels belonging to the government and
to private merchants that were found within the
waters.

claims ours.

(To be continued)
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