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A NEARLY FORGOTTEN PAGE OF MODERN
GREEK HISTORY
DON PACIFICO
(From Justin McCarthy’s History of our own times)
Chapter XIX page 304.
L. A. Burt Publishers, New York.

Continued from the last issue.

However, if Mr. Finlay thought his interests were
not properly considered by the Greek authorities,
he had full recourse to the courts,, as is generally
the case in civilized countries. But Mr. Finlay, in
| true Englishman, recognized no laws but those of
his own country. He appealed, not to the Hellenic
courts, but to diplomatic intervention—as if Greece
were not a free state. It is significant of the contempt
of England for the constitution of Greece (that
constitution for which England to-day is so solic-
itous) that Mr. Finlay immedately received the
support of his home government in this effort to
collect money by force, not by legal means. The
British government, ever ready to supplant right
by might, lumped the historian’s claim with those
highly imaginary ones of the Portugese Jew, and
set blithely about collecting both at the point of the
bayonet.

For his own sake it is to be deplored that Mr. !
Finlay consented to lower himself to Pacifico’s level !
in the matter of the collection of his claims,” But,
it is even more to be deplored that the British!
government should have consented to humiliate a
glorious but ‘small nation.- The ancient Greek
philosophers and the Greek civilization failed, it
seems, to teach the government of a supposedly
civilized country any permanent lesson of fund-
amental justice. Greek right was compelled to
surrender to British might.

Yet the whole afiair was a blow to british prestige
in Greece. The behavior of the sailors of the
British fleet sent to apply coercive measures to
Greece was like that of the unspeakable agents of
Compton Mackenzie, the head of the British secret
police in Greece in our day, and was equally pre;j-
udicial to British standing. In fact, so great and
so general was the drunkeness of these sailors that
the sober Greeks were profoundly shocked; and
to-day there is an expression in Greek to describe
the last stages of intoxication: “‘Drunk as an
Englishman!”

it is by inspiring such events, under such circum-
stances, that the historian Finlay wrote a black
page of his own history. ““Whom the Gods would
destroy they first make mad""

Surely British might was not exercised in order
to preserve British prestige which was by no means
endangered by the ill treatment that Don Pacifico
might have experienced at the hands of a few
Greeks inbued with undue anti-Jewish feelings.

The British government of those times acted
on the same lines on which the present day British
ministries are behaving by humiliating Greece,
under the cloak of ‘‘protection’.

In fact, the characteristic policy of Great Britain
against the small nationalities particularly Greece
has been uniform, ever since the Don Pacifico
blunder.

Greece has been administered humiliation after
humiliation at the hands -of the British govern-
ments, irrespective of the political party which was

)

in power whether Liberals or Torries. The Cri-
mean War (1853-1856) in which King Otto of
Greece refused to side with England and Turkey,
the hereditary foe of Greece, then allied to Great
Britain, against Russia the real protector of Greece.
is another striking illustration of British injustice.

Greece has been invaded by British troops and
ill-treated and punished for the neutral policy she
then insisted obstinately to maintain. This was
not all.

King Otto like King Constantine had to give
up his throne under British menace, of the loss of
Greek liberty. Greece had to sacrifice her King
in order to insure her safety.

We shall deal with these historical facts extensive-
ly in special articles, by quoting prominent British
historians, to satisfy those of our readers who may
throw some doubt, as to the accuracy of the above
related British atrocities.

GREAT BRITAIN'S INCONSISTENCY

It is repoted in the Press to-day that Mr. Bal-
four in his speech yesterday in reference to Great
Britains war aims answered to Mr. Bryce and others
in his capacity of foreign secretary that ‘‘Germany
must work out her salvation. You do not mend
matters by imposing a Constitution even if you
have the power. Nations must take their scheme
of liberty for themselves according to their own
ideas and based on their history, character and
hopes.”

The inconsistency of Mr. Balfour’s statesments
is evident in Great Britain's behavior recently a-
gainst Greece. Greece was not powerful enough
to resist Great Britains attrocity.

Great Britain in fact has broken in to the Greek
shop as a burglar and 4iole the Thesgsaly crop
out of the starving owner. She has robbed the
Greek liberty and imposed in Greece her own agent,
Eleftherios Venizelos bought by her at the expense
of Greece. The truth of what has passed in Greece
has been suppressed and kept from the world at
large. It is only from occasional letters or the
lVlSltS of acquaintances who have been able to es-
'cape from Greece with the truth of the hideous
conditions which prevail there.

None of it can or does reach the Americans
to whom the iGreeks look for justice and protec-
jtion. In Greece herself, the highest officials in
justice, in religion in administration in army and
navy officers they all have been dismissed.

\ The Greek ‘army officers have been replaced
iby French under the cloak of reform of the troops
,of Greece. The Greeks are enrolled and led to
the slaughter house. The country is pested by An-
amites and Senegaleges who interfere with the
Greek homes and in fact the Greek liberty has

gone and the country is in a state of terror and
chaos.

Yet Mr. Balfour, universally considered a gifi-
ed statesman of broad views and high political
morals.
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