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HOW HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF

The drama recently enacted in Athens is not
without a paralel, if we take into account another
chapter of modern history, as recorded by that
eminent British historian Justin McCarthy, in his
“History of our own times” (p. 148 A. L. Durt
Co., Publishers).

The chapter in question is dealing with the Dis-
asters of Cabul, and gives a rather striking account
of one of the greatest blunders, that a misguided
and miscalulating diplomacy succeeded in forcing
upon the military and colonial prestige of Great
Britain in Central Asia.

if the names of the persons who figured in the
Afghan drama be substituted with those of the
heroes of the latest Greek tragedy, one may ne-
cerarily be induced to thing that present day British
diplomacy has taken a leaf out of the book of its

w' ax’ ) dooowd v’ G’ Boa Tt pdmia wov V& 1dolve | predecessor of the early forties, with the result still

in the balance, as far as the comparisnn goes.

In fact, Dost Mohammed the ruler of Cabul who
was both popular and successful in his own state,
has been the victim of secret treaties, intrigues,
and brutal attack, carried by the armed forces of

the European War.

Alexander Burnes, is a figure akin to that of
Mr. James Bourchier of the London Times, and
he like wise acted in the manner of a mischief
maker in the unhappy country, where he displayed
his activity.

Students of the Greek affairs will find an im-
personnation of King Alexander in Akbar Han;
and to close with the other figures of the story:

Sir W. Macnaghten, played in Cabul fifty years
ago, the role which Senator Jonnart played to-day
in Greece. Shah Soojah offers the closest likeness
to Eleutherios K. Venizelos the present protegé of
GCreat Britain, while Lord Auckland seems to have
served as a model to Sir Edward Grey.

And now the analogies having been established
our readers, may enjoy the following story:

“Dost Mohanned was the accepted, popular and
successful ruler of Cabul. No matter what our quar-

it an excuse for forcing on his people a ruler whom
they had proved before, as they were soon to prove
again, that they thoroughly detested. Perhaps the
nearest parallel to our policy in this instance is to

- - L o ’ B . be fo in the French i i exico, a
Ax’ ti)g vroomis TO QodyTy ®aumds’ dayrada TEQVOUV found in nch invasion of Mexico, and

the disastrous attempt to impose a foreign ruler
on the Mexican people. Each experiment ended in
utter failure, and the miserable death of the un-
fortunate puppet prince who was put forward as
the figure-head of the enterprise. But the French
emperor could at least have pleaded in his defense
that Maximilian of Austria had not already been
tried and rejected by the Mexican people. Our
| Protegé had been tried and rejected. The French
emperor might have pleaded that he had actual
jand substantial wrongs to avenge. We had only

igreat Britain, in the same way, as Constantine of | : b
Greece, has been during these three long years of that. he . was

jmended that very policy.

rel with him, we had not the slightest right to make

problematical and possible
gainst.

dangers to guard a-
In any case, as has been already said, the
calamities entailed on French arms and counsels
by the Mexican intervention read like a page of
brilliant success when compared with the immediate
result of our enterprise in Cabul. Before passing
away from this part of the subject, it is necessary
to mention the fact that among its many unfortun-
ate incidents the campaign led to some peculiarly
humiliating debates and some lamentable accusa-
tions in the Huse of Commons. Years after Burns
had been flung into his bloody grave, it was found
that the English Government had presented to the
House of Commons his despatches in so mutiliated
and altered form, that Burns was made to seem
as if he actually approved and recommended the
policy which he especially warned us to avoid. It
is painful to have to record such a fact but it is
indispensable that it should be recorded. It would
be vain to attempt to explain how the principles
and the Honor of English statesmanship fell for
the hour under the demoralizing influence which
allowed such things to be thought legitimate. An
Oriental atmosphere seemed to have gathered a-
round our official leaders. In Afghanistan they
were entering into secret and treacherous treaties;
in England they were garbling despatches. When
years after Lord Palmerston was called upon to de-
fend the policy which had thus dealt with the
despatches of Alexander Burns, he did not say that
the documents were not garbled. He only con-
tended that as the Government had determined
not to act on the advice of Burns, they were in no
wise bound to publish those passages of his des-
patches in which he set forth assumptions which
they believed to be unfounded, and advised a
policy which they looked upon as mistaken. Such
a defense is only to be read with wonder and pain.
The government was not accused of suppressing
passages which they believed rightly or wrongly
to be worthless. The accusation was that by sup-
pressing passages and sentences here and there,
Burns was made to appear as if he were actually

recommending the policy against which he was at

the time most earnestly protesting. Burns was
himself the first victim of the policy which he strove
against, and which all England has since condemn-
ed. No severer word is needed to condemn
the mutilation of his despatches than to say
actually made to stand be-
ore the country as responsible for having recom-
“It should never be
forgotten,"” says Sir J. W. Kaye, the historian of
the Afghan War, “‘by those who yould form a cor-
rect estimate of the character and career of Ale-
xander Burns, that both have been misrepresented
in those collections of state papers which are sup-
posed to furnish the best materials of history, but
which are often in reality only one-sided compila-
tions of garbled documents—counterfeits, which
the ministerial stamp forces into currency, defraud-
ing a present generation, and handing down to
posterity a chain of dangerous lies’.

(To be continued.)
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