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Afghan horse he drove our cavalry before him, and
forced them to seek the shelter of the British guns.
The native troopers would not stand against him;
they fled and left their English officers, who vainly
tried to rally them. In this battle of Purandurrah
victory might no unreasonably have been the battle.
No tongues have praised him louder than those
of English historians. But Dost Mohammed had
the wisdon of a statesman as well as the genius of
a soldier. He knew well that he could not hold
cut against the strength of England. A savage of
semibarbarous chieftain is easily puffed up by seem-
ing triumph over a great power, and is led to his
destruction by the vain hope that he can hold out
against it to the last. Dost Mohammed had no
such ignorant and idle notion. Perhaps he knew
well enough too that time was wholy on his side;
that he had only to wait and see the sovereign of
Shah Soojah tumble into pieces. The evening after
his brilliant exploit in the field Dost Mohammed
rode quietly up to the quarters of Sir W. Mac-
naghten’s utter amazement announced himself as
Dost Mohammed tendered to the envoy the sword
that had flashed so splendidly across the field of
the previous day’s fight and surrendered across.
with all honor; and a few days afterward he was
sent to India, where a residence and a revenue were
assignd to him.

the scene did nothing to sesecure the reign of the
ufrotunate Shah Soojah. The shah was hated on
his own account. He was regarded as a traitor
who had sold his country to the foreigners. In-
surrections began to be chronic. They were going
on in the very midst of Cabul itself. Sir W. Mac-
naghten was warned of danger, but seemed to take
no heed. Some fatal blindness appears to have
suddenly fallen on the eyes of our people in Cabul.
On November 2, 1841, an insurrection broke out.
Sir Alexander Burnes lived in the city itself, Sir W.
Macnaghten and the military commander, Major-

HOW HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF

(Continued from the last issue.)

.......................................

“We conquered Dost Mohammed and dethron-
ed him. He made a bold and brilliant, sometimes
even a splendid resistance.
blowing up one of its gates with bags of gunpower,
and thus admitting the rush of a storming party.
It was defended by one of the sons of Dost Moham-
med, who became our prisoner. We took Jellal-
bad, which was defended by Akbar Khan, another
of Dost Mohammed’s sons whose name came after-
ward to have a hateful sound in all English ears.
As we approached Cabul, Dost Mohammed aban-
doned his capital and fled with a few hosremen
across the Indus. Shah entered Cabul accompanied
by the British officers. It was to have been a
triumphial entry. The hearts of those who be-
lieved in his cause must have sunk within them
when they saw how the shah was rcceived by the
people who, Lord Auckland was assured, were so
devoted to him. The city received him insullen
silence. Few of its people condesecnded even to
turn out to see him as he passed.” The vast major-
ity stayed away and disdained even to look at him.
One would have thought that the least observant
eye must have seen that his throne could not last
a moment longer than the time during which the
strength of Britain was willing to support it. The
British army, however, withdrew, leaving, only a
contingent of some eight thousands men besides
the shah's own hirelings, to maintain him for
the present. Sir W. Macnaghten seems to have
relly believed that the work was done, and that
Shah Soojah was as safe on his throne as Qween
Victoria. He was destined to be very soon and
very cruelly undeceived.

“Dost Mohammed made more than one effort
to regain his place. He invaded the combined
forces of the shah and their English ally in more
than one battle. On November 2, 1840, he won
the admiration of the English themselves by the
jbrilliant stand he made against them. With his

General Elphinstone, were in cantonments at some
little distance. The insurection might have been

'put down in the first instance with hardly the need

even of Napolean's famous “‘whiff and grapeshot’.
But it was allowed to grow up without attempt at
control. Sir Rlexander Burnes could not be got
to believe that it was anything serious even when

We took Ghuznee by |a fanatical and furious mob were besieging his own

;house. The fanatics were especially bitter against
|Burnes, because they believed that he had been
quilty of treachery. They accused him of having
pretended to be the friend of Dost Mohammed,
deceived him, and brought the English into the
country. How entirely innocent of this charge
IBurnes was we all now know; but it would be idle
ito deny that there was much in the external
aspects of events to excuse such a suspicion in the
mind of an infuriated Afghan. To the last Burnes
refused to believe that he was in danger. He had
always been a friend to the Afghans. It was his
misfortune, and the heavy fault of his superiors,
that he had been made to appear as an enemy of

the Afghans.
(To be continued.)
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