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HOW HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF
(Continued from the last issue.)

He had now to pay a heavy penalty for the errors
and the wrong-doing of others. He harangued the
raging mob and endeavored to bring them to
He does not seem to have understood up
to the very last moment that by reminding them
that he was Alexander Burnes, their old friend, he
was only giving them a new reason for demanding
his life. He was murdered in the tumult. He and
his brother and all those with them were hacked
to pieces with Afghan knives. He was only in his
thirty-seventh year when he was murdered. He
was the first victim of the policy which had resol-
ved to intervene in the affairs of Afghanistan. Fate
seldom showed with more strange and bitter malice
for proverbial irony than when she made him the
first victim of the policy adopted in despite of his
best advice and his strongest warnings.

reasons.

a fierce apparition. This was Akbar Khan, the
favorite son of Dost Mohammed. He was a daring,
a clever, an unscrupulous young man. From the
moment when he entered Cabul he became the
real leader of the insurrection against Shah Soojah
and us. Macnaghten, persuaded by the military
commander that the position of things was hope-
less, consented to enter into negotiations with
Akbar Khan. Before the arrival of the latter the
chiefs of the insurrection had offered us
which made the ears of our envoy tingle.
terms had not often been
tish soldiers before.

terms
Such
even suggested to Bri-
They were simply uncon-
ditional surrender. Macnaghten indignantly re-
jected them. Everything went wrong with him,
however. We were beaten again and again by the
Afghans. Our officers never faltered in their duty;
but the melancholy truth has to be told that the
men, most of whom were Asiatics, at last began
to lose heart and would not fight the enemy. So
the envoy was compelled to enter into terms with
Akbar Khan and the other chiefs. Akbar Khan
received him at first with contemptuous insolence
as a haughty conqueror receives some ignoble and
humiliated adversary. It was agreed that the
British troops should quit Afghanistan at once;
that Dost Mohammed and his family should be
sent back to Afghanistan; that on his return the
unfortunate Shah Soojah should be allowed to take
himself off to India or where he would like and
that some British officers should be left at Cabul
as hostages for the fulfillment of the conditions.
“The evacuation did not take place at once, al-
though the fierce winter was setting in, and the
snow was falling heavily, ominously. Macnaghten
seems to have had still some lingering hopes that
something would turn up to relieve him from the
shame of quitting the country; and it must be owned

that he does not seem to have had any intention
of carrying out the terms of the agreement if by any
chance he could escape from them. On both sides
there were dallyings and delays. At last Akbar
Khan made a new and startling proposition to
our envoy. It was that they two should enter into
a secret treaty, should unite their arms against the
other chiefs, and should keep Shah Soojah on the
throne as nominal king, with Akbar Khan as his
vizier. Macnaghten caught at the proposals. He
had entered into terms of negotiation with the
Afghan chiefs together; he now consented to enter
into a secret treaty with one of the chiefs
to turn their joint arms against the others. It
would be idle and shameful to attempt
to defend such a policy. We can only
excuse it by considering the terrible circumstances
of Macnaghten's position; the manner in wich
his nerves and moral fibre had been shaken and
shattered by calamities; and his doubts whether he
could place any reliance on the promises of the
chiefs. He had apparently sunk into that con-
dition of mind which Macaulay tells us that Clive
adopted so readily in his dealings with Asiatics,
and under the influence: of which men naturally
|honorable and high-minded come to believe that
lit is right to act treacherously with those whom we
i All this is but excuse

ibelieve to be treacherous
and rather poor excuse. When it has all been said
and thought of, we must still be glad to believe that
there are not many Englishmen who would, under
any circumstances, have consented even to give a
hearing to the proposals of Akbar Khan.

“Whatever Macnaghten's error, it is dearly ex-
piated.”

“Then the march of the army, without a general,
went on again. Soon it became the story of a
general without an army; before very long there
was neither general nor army. It is idle to lengthen

a tale of mere horrors. The straggling remnant of
an army entered the Jugdulluk Pass—a dark, steep,

narrow, ascending path between crags. The
miserable toilers found that the fanatical, im-
placable tribes had barricaded the pass. All was

‘over. The army of Cabul was finally extinguished
in that barricaded pass. It was a trap; the British
were taken in it. A few mere fugitives escaped
from the scene of actual slaughter, and were on the
road to Jellalabad, where Sale and his little army
were holding their own. When they were within
sixteen miles of Jellalabad, the number was re-
duced to six. Of these six, five were killed by
straggling marauders on the way. One man alone
reached Jellalabad to tell the tale. Literally one -
man, Dr. Brydon, came to Jellalabad out of a
moving host which had numbered in all some six-
teen thousand when it set out on its march. The
curious picture more thrilling with the suggestions
of an awful catastrophe than that of this solitary
survivor, faint and reeling on his jaded horse, as
he appeared under the falls of Jellalabad, to bear
the tidings of our Thermopylae of pain and shame.
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(To be continued.)
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