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THE 'ITALIAN REVERSE

We are making a special appeal to the Greeks
in America to look upon the Italian disaster as a

mere incident of the present world war which will
have no weight on its final issue.

The Greeks more than any other people in the
world are in a position to know the Italian character.

The Italians, the descendanta of the Roman war-
riors, are brave soldiers and imbued with the pa-
triotism which is characteristic to the Latin races.

It is in their nature, indeed, that they should get
disheartened as soon as a reverse happened.

This sentiment, however, this pessimism is calm-
ing down immediately after it makes its appearance
and no doubt the Italians will face the new situa-
tion with bravery and such composure which the
Italians gain out of their military disasters every
time that they experience any such failure as at
present.

We do not agree with those who underestimate
the ltalian military value and we must not be forget-
) ful of the fact that the Italians held their frontier
intact against the Germans and Austrians for the
past 30 months, and it is only due to the Russian
disorder that the Germans have been able to con-
centrate a tenfold stronger force and succeeded in
piercing the Italian Lines.

We are sure, therefore, that the Greeks in Ame-
rica will not be discouraged with the Italian reverses,
but they shall receive with composure this unfor-
tunate incident of the present war.

The Greeks in America have joined the Ameri-
can army and they mean to fight with the cha-
racteristic Greek enthusiasm for the Star spangled
banner, paying no attention to any disaster that
might have occurred at the other side. It is
the American honor that every American of Greek
descent cares for and his enthusiasm for America’s
noble cause and for the love of the lofty principles
of the rights and liberties of the nations,great and

small, expressed by our beloved President, Wood-

row Wilson. This is the noble cause for which those
brave soldiers mean to fight.

Whatever the issue of the Italian Campaign may
be it will have no effect in the hearts of the Ame-
ricans of Greek descent.

American-Greeks are numbering 500.000, out
of these 45,000 Greeks have already joined the
colors and there are prospects of a further 75.000
enlisting shortly.

During the Balkan wars 50.000 Greeks left their
adopted country and had joined the Greek forces
which have beaten both, Turkey and Bulgaria. They
are well disciplined. tested under the fire of the
Balkan wars and they don’t know what a reverse
means.

It is true that there are two political parties in
Greece at present which have split the country and
plunged it in the existing anarchy.

Venizelos, however, the leader of the party
which is in power is contemplating, mobilizing and
he reckons that he could be ready by next spring
to join the allied forces and offer a great help
indeed.

Considering that the Greeks are the native
element of the eastern war front, we firmly believe
that brilliant war records will he scored by Greece
when her armies will take an active part in it.

It would be advisable, however, that the Italian
forces which have been occupying Epirus some
months ago, should be withdrawn and forwardec
immediately to the ltalian front.

They will be no doubt more useful there, where
a crisis is created by the terrible Austro-German
attack than remain idle in the Greek land of Epirus.

In his speech delivered by David Lloyd George
yesterday at a luncheon given by Premier Painleve
in his honor at Paris, he advocated in very strong
and emphatic words the necessity of carrying the
war in the future on a united front.

In order to achieve this, he further declared that
all timidities and susceptibilities should be removed.

We may add that greed too, should be prevented

creating dissensions between the allies.

It is, indeed, ill conceived greed which caused
the landing of Italian forces firstly at Valona for
Red Cross reasons and ultimately for the occupation
of Northern Epirus by a considerable Italian force.

This Campaign has been carrid contrary to
General Cadorna's advise that every Italian soldier
should be kept at home to  defend the Italian
frontier.

The position of Greece being disarmed by the
Entente before the Italian campaign of Epirus took
effect became very critical, indeed.

To see a Greek district of the importance of
Epirus which the Greek bayonet liberated from the
Turks, to see our Greek brethren pass from the
Turkish rule to the Italian as if they were a simple
property, has been most disheartening to the whole
Greek race.

It would be a great relief indeed to every Greek
patriot to-day to hear that the Italians are freeing
Epirus to Greece.

This happy event will no doubt rouse the
characteristic Greek enthusiasm which is so wonder-
fully useful to force the hereditary enemies of
Greece, the Turks and the Bulgarians, out of the
glorious Macedonian territory.
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