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Mr. VENIZELOS’ VISIT TO UNITED STATES
NEXT SPRING

The recent London reports to the American press
that Mr. Venizelos intends visiting next spring
Washington have disappointed the Greeks all over
the World as contradicting all previous reports of
imminent action of Greece on the Macedonian

frontier.

The Greeks in America particularly are at a loss
to understand Mr. Venizelos' tactics with regard to
the practical participation of Greece in this war
against the German group.

Mr. Venizelos so far limited himself®to express
confidence that Italy will not be defeated. On the
contrary he declared himself hopeful to see that
Italy will carry successful counterattacks against the
Teutons, the invaders of the land of the descendants
of the Roman warriors.

Ttaly, however, expected something more sub-
stantial from an Ally like Greece, than idle senti-
ment. One may just realize not only ltaly's position
but the whole Allied concert’s position
Mr. Venizelos' declaration regarding the particip-

ation of Greece in their favor in the present war.

towards

Mr. Venizelos excuses himself for the prolonga-
tion of his inactivity with lack of ammunition and
war material and money which should be immedia-
tely dispatched to Greece by the Allies.

On the other hand the Allies’ intention is to send
their war supplies as soon as they are satisfied that
the Greek mobilization is taking a.serious effect.

Greece, therefore, under Venizelos finds herself
in a vicious circle, and drastic steps ought to be taken
by Mr. Venizelos to raise the existing unbearable
and disastrous deadlock. Mr. Venizelos' decision
therefore to leave Greece and visit the Allies’
headquarters and argue the respective Governments
to supply him with the necessary war materials and
finances, is somewhat excusable.

We may, however, express our disappointment
of his disregard as to his absence from Greece where
he is very much wanted, indeed, at this present

times.

Mr. Venizelos' mission is not only to prepare
Greece effectively to fight the enemies of Greece at
the Macedonian frontier, but also pacify Greece, it-

self, from internal trouble, which are becoming
recently very acute.

The Athens reporter of the Times is giving full
account of the internal situation in Greece. It is
fully expressed in his report that the Greek Royal-
ists are gaining ground and they are taking advant-
age of the Italian defeat to explain King Constan-
tine's position as the one that was calculated to
serve Greece's interests more effectively than Mr.
Venizelos' policy which they condemn as an utter
failure.

Another reason for which Mr. Venizelos' return
to Greece becomes imperative is that the Germans
are getting active on the Macedonian frontier and
doubts have been expressed in the American press
that Germany intends invading Greece. This menace
is too grave, indeed, and leaves no for

comment.

room

It was a very deplorable step, indeed, for Veni-
zelos to take in removing from the Greek Army
those of the Officers who have resented the de-
thronment of King Constantine. Most of them are
recognized as European military authorities of great
fame. They enjoy a great respect among the Greek
reservists and one must never forget that the Re-
servists will be those who will be called upon to
defend the Greek territory once more. While it will
arouse their sacred Greek enthusiasm when they
are led by the same officers who commanded them
in both glorious Balkan expeditions against the
Turks and Bulgarians, they become, we fear, utterly
unable to achieve such genuine deeds again if led
by French Officers whom Mr. Venizelos is reported
to have called to command the Greek troops in the
intended new military campaign.

Apart from all the aforesaid reasons, we do not
think necessary that Mr. Venizelos should visit the
United States. Why should he run so much risk?
His life will be imperilled in a voyage like this. It
is true that the German submarines are not so active
in this side of the Atlantic at present. Yet Mr. Ve-
nizelos' life is so much valuable for Greece and for
the Entente and for the cause of the mankind in
general.

It would not be wise to expose it to any danger
which might be reasonably avoided.

Now that the spirit of military unity is prevailing
among the Allies, now that Colonel House is in
touch with the Allied Governments and with Mr.
Venizelos at the other end, the question of the sup-
ply of Greece with food and arms could be easily
settled among the respective parties in London.

Mr. Venizelos is not wanted at Washington to
plead his case personally. He could do so just as
well through Col. House in London.

The Greeks in America while they are very keen
to see that Greece is assuming her proper military
form for genuine campaign, remain loyal to the
Star Spangled Banner under which they have en-
thusiastically gathered themselves and are ready
to fight for the noble cause of the United States.
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