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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

In his message the President speaks with a dignity
worthy of the spokesman of a great and free nation,
with a reserve that is the best proof of a sense of
power, with a sobriety attesting recognition of a
supreme responsibility, and with a moral earnest-
ness which shows his heart is serene even though his
mind is perplexed by the magnitude of his task.

Without evasion, without paraphrase, the Pre-
sident, in behalf of 100,000,000 .people, expresses
an unalterable purpose to prosecute the war until
an intolerable evil which has arisen to menace the
world is crushed and a peace of justice for all is
established. No compromise is to be considered
that involves .an abandonment of the great entre-
price to free the world. There crawls the serpent—
its head must and shall be broken. Autocracy and
militarism must be put in the way of extinction.
If the German people, agaist whom we cherish no
antipathy and which we would have enjoy as much
as ourselves the blessings of freedom and equality,
get in the line of fire the responsibility is on them
and not on us.

The message makes no direct allusion to the se-
cret treaty of the allies promising territorial enrich-
ment to Italy as the price of her entering the war
against Germany. Nor does it allude to the state-
ment by Lord Lansdowne of what he held should
be proclaimed as the war aims against Germany in
the interest of a clear understanding and an early
peace.

The Landsdowne letter is not given the official
dignity of a recognition by name in the President's
message, but the President goes even further than
L.ord Landsdowne in his liberality in giving Ger-
many her place among the nations of the earth at
the conclusion of the war.

He accuses the present masters of the German
people of gross and wanton falsehold in deceiving
the people into the belief that they are fighting for
the very life and existence of their empire against
deliberate aggression. He says we must seek by the
utmost openness and candor as to our real aims
to convince them of the falseness of such statements.
He says no one is threatening the existence of the
(independence or the peaceful enterprise of the Ger-

man Empire. ]

To the pseudo-pacifists of this country, who in
. ) the name of peace would make the world a series
of armed camps and compel us to change our can-
tonments from wood to brick, the President replies
as Lincoln replied to the copperheads. What they
think is of little consequence. Before us is the
fact that they are helping militarism and autocracy
even as the copperheads helped disunion and the
'slave power. All whose souls are not awakened
to the nature of the great business on which our
people are embarked may, as the President well
says, “‘safely be left to strut their uneasy hour and
be forgotten.”
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