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Stelios Kyriakidis (alternatively Stelios Kyriakides or Stylianos Kyriakides) was a Greek 
marathon runner of the first half of the 20th Century.  

Originally from Cyprus, Kyriakidis was born in 1909. He ran the marathon in the 1936 
Olympics and entered the Boston marathon two years later but failed to finish.  

During World War II, Kyriakidis was rounded up with several other Greeks by German 
soldiers. When the soldiers came across his Berlin Olympic credentials, they released him. 
All the other men were shot.  

Kyriakidis felt that God had spared him for a reason and after the war was over, decided - 
at age 36 - to re-enter the Boston marathon that he could not complete as a younger man. 
Despite warnings from doctors prior to the marathon that he could die if he ran, 
Kyriakidis entered and won the race on April 20, 1946, in record-breaking time: 2hr 29m 
27s. His record would stand until the late 1960s. After finishing the race, Kyriakidis 
comments to the US media were: "Please, don't forget my country!  

After his victory, Kyriakidis campaigned for humanitarian aid for Greece whose 
economy had been wrecked by war, occupation and civil conflict. He returned to Greece 
to a hero's welcome bringing with him aid worth $3,000,000.  

Kyriakidis also competed in the 1948 London Olympics finishing 18th, however, his 
mark on history had already been made.  

He died on December 10, 1987, at the age of 77, which was the number he wore at the 
1946 race that made him famous. He was survived by his second wife Iphigenia and his 
son Dimitris 
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A reader points out that the caption on the picture of Stylianos Kyriakides posted earlier 
undersells “arguably the most significant Boston Marathon victory of all time”: 

That’s the best you can do? I don’t think you could have understated Stylianos 
Kyriakides victory any more. Kyriakides’ victory in the Boston Marathon in 1946 
changed the world. There’s a very, very inspirational story behind the picture. Do you 
know what it is? 

William Lambers summarizes Kyriakides’ achievement: 

His mission was to bring attention to famine and suffering in his homeland. During 
World War II the German Army left Greece practically in ruins and short on food. Aid 
was desperately needed. April 1946 was a pivotal time in world history; hunger then was 
the World War II enemy that had yet to be defeated. … 

For Kyriakides, the Boston Marathon offered an opportunity to shine the spotlight on the 
hunger in his homeland. He faced a tough challenge. There was the defending champion 
Johnny Kelley and other great runners to contend with. Kyriakides also had to overcome 
years of living in the harsh occupation conditions with below-average nutrition. His life 
had been spared by German troops because he was a marathoner and had competed in the 
1936 Berlin Olympics. 

Kyriakides overcame the odds, overcame the great Johnny Kelley, and sprinted to victory 
in the marathon. When he crossed the finish line he shouted “For Greece!” for he knew 
what this victory would mean in telling the world of his country’s plight. His mission was 
not over even after he crossed the finish line, though. Next was touring the country to 
raise donations for Greek relief. 

For those interested in learning more about Kyriakides, the reader recommends Running 
With Pheidippides: Stylianos Kyriakides, the Miracle Marathoner, by Nick Tsiotos and 
Andy Dabilis.  
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The Boston Marathon has always been more than a marathon. In 1946, Stylianos 
Kyriakides ran to feed his country. 

Kyriakides overcame the odds, overcame the great Johnny Kelley, and sprinted to victory 
in the marathon. When he crossed the finish line he shouted “For Greece!” for he knew 
what this victory would mean in telling the world of his country’s plight. His mission 
though was not over even after he crossed the finish line. Next was touring the country to 
raise donations for Greek relief. 
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