LIBERATION STRUGGLE OF EOKA 1955-1959
REGIONAL MUSEUM
3 AT VAVLA




Parides was born at Anafotia in 1933 and went
to the village primary school and then to
“VLarnaca Commercial Lyceum. - ~

~ He was a member of OXEN (YMCA) and Dastnct .

- Secretary of the Pancypnan ‘National Youth
‘Organisation, ‘which was at the forefront of the

,ﬂght of the Greek 0vpﬁ0t people for union

: the sabatage campaign Of 1St April 1955 in
Larnaca. For his action on that historic night he
was arrested on 1st April and, together with
other freedom fighters, was sentenced on 23
June 1955 to seven years in prison. His prison

number was 9880.

At the Central Prison he worked as librarian
and taught Greek to his fellow fighters, while
his thoughts were always focused on the idea
of escaping in order to continue the struggle
for liberation of his country. He also expressed
his longing to escape in these verses:
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"We will break open the locks
That keep us in chains
And return to the struggle
To find FREEDOM OR DEATH"




On 12 December 1957 he escaped from Nicosia
General Hospital where he had been admitted
for a nose operation. In order to perform his
spectacular escape he climbed down from the
third floor using a length of rope.

The route followed by Michalakis Parides after his escape
from Nicosia General Hospital on his way to Vavia

Dhighenis assigned the Larnaca sector to
Parides. Parides set up his headquarters at
Andreas Sourouklis's house at the village of
Troulli.

From Troulli he moved to Anglisides and then
to a hideout in the area of the Ayios Minas
Monastery. He eventually moved to Vavia,
where he had his heroic encounter with death.

On 27 August 1958, the British entered the vil-
lage and searched several houses and the
school in an effort to locate Parides. When
they did manage to establish his whereabouts
they called on him to surrender.



The hero fell in action in an atmosphere of
heroic apotheosis with his chest riddled with
the bullets of English soldiers.




‘Follow your road, great men

The fate set by God you must follow,

Great men. Let the spirit above be your guide
And within you unsleeping remain

So the road to the stars be untiring.

The path is so narrow and thorny

The petty will strike out in rage,

But your souls will fight bravely for victory
Though the body may crumple and bleed.

As to Ithaca victors you come,

In your path will be giants and Tritons
Singing sirens to enchant and bewitch,
Mighty Neptune afroth with revenge.

What you seek at the end of the struggle
Is Penelope’s pure true embrace,

But if death is the ultimate outcome

No more nobly could your life be lived.

Verses by Michalakis Parides
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