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THE GREECE CF FIFTY__YEARS AGO - SNYKNA TO LAUSANNE

Two_Nptione Seved by A Heir's Bresdth

By Doros 4LABSTUS

DoumeNTS 0N ’
A new series of (ERITISH FUREIGN #ULICY HKvweze relrting to

Greece nnd Turkey hode¢been published recently by H.M. Stetionery Uffice.
(FIRST SERIES, Vol. MVIII, 1ut4 peges, price £11-785).

The preeent volume, - continustion, of course, of volume XVII ,
covers the period from "eptember 3, 1992 to July 24, 1923.0ike ite pre-
decegsor, it is edited with’zg;e scrupulous thoroughness by FProfeesor
Dougles Dekin who, =l®0, suspliee an introduection rnd summeries of the
diepetches ond memorsnds contrined in fhe volume. "he 1lntter nrecede the
text snd extend to totsl of gixty-seveh psges. They are extremely useful.

lThey ensble the stwdent to loec~te ecrily the item he is cerrching for,~nd
meke it poreible for dpusy men to get = synpptic view of the contente of
the book without heving to plough' through » thoussmnl peges of documents.
(ne grent difficulty however, remeing :- WAMES, The first time
Qp noue @f s pexestr rppecrs, the cditor supplies brief, relevent fecye
in » footnote. But one eoon forgets who is who end wvhrt hie office wns.
rergosrnslly, 1 would have been helped considersbly if rn index of nrmes
were printed without prge references, only initi=ls, post occupied =nd
gubsequent nrme and title where cpplicrble,

AP
A suort C¢K mere %28 three hundred snd twenty-five drve sre covered by this

volume. {mell enough epsn in time mersurement: immesemrebly large =nd
erucisl in terme of -uropern enxiety ond in’gggding of diesetera for the
future of the peoplee of lurope. Eoincpré's bletent militeriem snd Fueso-
1ini'e ferciem made fitler poscible;;&ﬁ the second orld "sr s netursl
conseqguence.

1t wes e perticulerly criticel time for vreece. .erheps a8 cri-

ticsl s8 eny the country hed feced in ite recent history. “he front in

; hecd )
{ggs Linorpcollepeed. The srmy wee disorgenised =nd sections of it in were
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wes
revolt. The king wse exiled, his governmentaoverthrown #snd the princi-

oere : :

el Hinisterspput to Jril to oweit trisl. [ive Ministers snd the
ex-Commender in Chief of the ‘rmy were executed lnter od} Fower wes

in the hends of # trisnvir of serving gofficers, the sdministratton was

in chrotic state snd the country in turmoil with thousends of utterly
0 Y \AM -

destitute refugees pouring in every dsyk}ggﬁt—§¥%he frontiers were only
X ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%@i@iﬁ_ﬂﬁﬁ&g%yyﬂﬂiz

enemies. Lemelist Tupkey now victorioiusp toly 'sullen &n antagonistic;
Sovget Aussia a a fof-

Frence hostiley (Unly Urest ritein remnined stesdfast for = while;gwﬂ

offerad Greece strenuous diplometiec support. Though this support:.cid

not go beyond demarches snd, ocensionslly, etrong. lengusge, 1in the

context of the times it wes invslusble,

'e f'sr ae Greece was concerned)nll the signe w#pe in the sutumn
of IQSZ,Kggluestinnebly ominnous. By the.end of July of the following -
yesr Ureece weg n New country. She redeemed her defent by her own mil-
itery efforts, cchieved netionsl(cdonsolidrtion snd viewed from this
point in time, r remsrkrble degree of stebility =11 round.

The bre' ¢ problem ¢hich ureece foced during those difficult
monthe wre how to establish i visble relstionswith Turkey beeed on
juetice. “his wae portly pchievcd:-territorinlly, by the =ccpptence
of the present, Threeisn frontier(:ﬁreece wee compelled by the Allies
to withérew from tsstern Threce to the Ebro line snd the river remsined
the border between Greece snd :urkei)3politicnlly, by the exchsnge of
populstione. liowever, cone minor repect of the problem remsined which
wes to prove u# great 1Pritmng%gf§;dcs later.

1 refer, of course, to Cyprus. ‘“hen on July 24, 1923 the Tresty
of Lsussnne with which thie volume ends, wes signed, Cyprus/qgsﬁrttish
hende. Turkey scknowledged the legelity of Eritein'e annexetion of the

}gignghgﬁ incontestebility of Britiesh sovereignty wee embodied in hhe
Treaty. Turkey %xae renounced exmxxXx qﬂ@ cleimgon Cyprue. (n the other

hend, becruse ef-ie-fegt ¥pst Cyprus wre then fritieh, Shewes not in-

A
cluded in the esgreements ofnesrnirs the exchsnge of populrtion. A Turk-
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. ish minority remrined in Cyprus. ‘ome unoffici=sl efforte were msde nt
Though s Tvks weve given the choid ¥
the time to induce 32: Cypriot Turks to emigr-te td The—sressenrs
e

Turkey. >3
fo opt o Tunkid ¢ b sl few o] s mignty was wied g)

c3ea~ .Ihirty years lrteqko thwart the
Greek Cypriott demand for union with Greece snd fo secure for Twrkey

s temporsry foothold in the islsnd. 4 turkish contingent is now ststion-
ed there -nd the Turk's esmbition to ennex psart or the whole of the
islesnd shows no £igns of werkening. e o3

The Tresty of Leussnne settled Lreco-Turkish relntionsét

t Zid
E #
noﬂﬁfnki%?isolvc the Grecosfurkish problem. Thie willfecome @ﬁﬁ@g ;vw%
a> A Yésy ¢F

eorsecuence of the solution of the Cyprue cueetion in sccordrnce with
the expresced wishee of the Cypriots. 1t will then'be irrevoceble.

Leither countriﬁﬁ&ll hsve sime or clsims’on the other. The mees
of history which strnde between them dividimg them, will become » pdhnt
of contrct betwewsr $ftew drowing them cleser together. "het Churehill
erid rbout srsnk rnd Teuton when lsunfiching the concept of a United
‘urope twenty-five yesrs ego, c-pplies with e-ucl force end,potentirl-

with

1y, sgrester rewsrds to -reek snd Turk.

LAusANNE HENDEKED MENNI NGLES S
Thet sre these rewerde likely to bet Lsuernne pointed the way.

Venizeloe, the principdl #rchitect of the Tresty, saw its porsibilities.

In & coursgeous move, helf-wry through his lest premiership, he estsbli-

ghed friendehip)with Turkey. Both countries benefited from thie, though

Mm'm'?ao Nl fV“"(

the, Second “orld “sr with Turkey oGt rnd st times pelgding

ME?%%J%;¥;fns, mrde;bésniny]ess. Cynrus prgéved the coup de gn@gg. Twice
during the cixti=s the two countries were brought to the brink of wear
over Turkey's sir sttescke on, ~nd thrertened invesion of,Cyprus. In
both *netsnces lret minute strong fmericen intervention asved the oi-
turtion. It muet be pointed out, however, thet both in 1964 snd 1667
when wer between Greece snd ‘urkey wre imminent, urkey's neighbours,
Fulgeris in Burope, Soviet -ussia in tsetern ’'sies Kinor sppesred to en-

+he
coursge ‘urkey. Ubviously hﬂﬁa expected to benefit from wery génefit,

of course, =t the expence of either combstent.

This fret nlone irréspective of enything else,ought by now to hsve




eorried the vesrning home to =11 concerned. 5 continuing tug-of-war
betwzen Greece -nd lurkey over Cyprue is bound to end in explosion. Mo
one ie 1likely to gein from it. Cyprus mey not come under direct “oviet
control sn@ Greece mey not loee "estern TRrece to the covetoursness of
the Bulgsrinons for feer of%ﬁATb ripoete ( it will be sggression pgeinst
o member of the #1lisnced but Turkey)definitﬂy,will suffer.

The three million ifurds of ceetern.iurkey, slwsys restive, will
be presented with » unigue opportunity of etriking out for their
netionrl freedom. “oviet armr, Boviet militery knoe-how, Soviet inter-

nrtions1 becking through ite powerful propsgends mechine will be =t

their c¢iespoerl. Turkey will be truncnted, entire provinces will be

torn out of her snd¢ foviet power through rn £11ied or meybe, sstellite
Kurdg¢eten will lesp forwsrd fJom Bntum to Iskenderum, without the “o-
viet ‘rmy violsting aM%%éﬁ%?%} or firing - shot. All crn be done hy
remote control s#nd # plentiful supvly of wespons.

bnce,on the shores of the uestern lediterrenesn the huseisn
dresm of Moscow becoming the third liome will be psrtirlly rerlieed.
surther progress in the wey of territorirl expsnsion will be compr-~
rrtively esgy.

Cyﬁ&s,for exrmple, saved from drerded Turkish occupetion by
indirect Soviet rction will naturelly be rccommodrting to the Soviets,

The ineipient snti-enoeis nolicies of meny of the left-wing politieel

lecders will be strengthened rnd undoubtedly ¢ number of them, even
some vho c=11 themselves now netionelists end petriots, will be only
too willing to »ley'the Soviet grme under the mantle of perce ", "{n-
ter-communsl hfrmony',”scl%&determinntion” or whstever,

‘ny ettempt by ureece or the pro-enosig overwhelming mejority
of the Cypriots to counter thece, will be stigmrticed n8 mrni estbtion:
of Greek imperirlism and ruthlessly oppoced?%} er~dicrted. In the lest

snelyeie, “oviet power ¥ill be rt hend to ensure the gsuccess of ite

protegés whether these hrve spreng irom the renke of the communists or




. the netionelists. Cyprue will enter the “oviet orbit. /’nd once in it

2us
thee is noﬂvly out of it. "he Brezhnev doctrine used r poeteriori to
f-—_/_—_—_——

provide'legnl' cover for the enslrvement of Czechoslovekis, will ceefl

o 1%, —— and adl olynamic ’Fowmm@,%wm&gmﬂﬂm:‘/’

In the prttern of long-range Toviet smbitions)Cyprus pleys ©n
importsnt role. 1t will eerl off the Middle Last from the "est. It will

turn the Sestern hediterrenesn into » Soviet mcre nostrum - the foviet

fleet will opercte from friendaly ports in &gy Syris end Cyprus.
/intence
_hese explsin the %mximk interest Soviet Hussis displeye on

Cyprus. It hee espouscd » viciously snti-enosist policy; it hnd support-

ed the communistes cuite openly snd here pleyed expertly on the snti-Tur-
kish ferre of some of the nrtionrlieste ond the enti-Greek feuding of
othere: it went to the trouble to device e«nd define » specirl pblicy
for Cyprus, the so-cslled gurl-community-policy. ihlt me-ne thet Cyprue
is not = Greek islend but s Grecorfurkieh one. 1t has encrbled the “ovi-
ete,snd muet be sdmitted with some coneistency, to spply it snd pley o} i
ne community rgeinst the other. ‘'t hee ~lternctely supported tekerios
end the /Turks, sometimes the Turkieh Government. But never the Greek
Government. In fect it ‘ie sn sxiom of Soviet pcliecy that Cyprus ehould
e awdl '
ecome ureekf\shonld B2 permenently be denied the right of self-deter-
minstion. In thi® wry the ‘oviete follow blindly where &ir ‘nthony iiden
hee lerd with this difference: iden tried to hold on whet he porcesed
by scdopting # short-sighted iniguitous poliey: the Soviete sre etriving
to enlrrge their imperis1l domrin by ndopting the srme inicuitous pdlicy
on # long-r-nge view pl-n.
ecently the "oviet dovernment protested 'grpvely’ tc Greece over

Cyprus. It thuse clumeily underlined her imperislistic steke in Cyprus.
The occrsion”Wns » diergreement csnducted with unnecessgsry publicity,
between two Greek Uovernments - thst of “thens rnd thot of Nicoeir. The
Soviet intervention wse erlculeted on tne omne hend to exscerbste the
eitustion end on the other to pillory v“reece beiore world opinion Bt

perticulerly before the crptive sudiences of ite propegsnda machine
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. g an sgerecsor Stete interfering in tne internrl affeirs of = "foreign'
country fnd-ziif by the way, some politicel erpitel in Cyprus on the
chesp.

ne need not be = Teiresire or gnze into - eryet=1l boll to see
whet the results vill be of » direct urkieh militery intervention in
Cyprus. Ine Turkish Generrl “taff 1is, I understrnd, owgfrc of thene
dengere. 1ln any cncee thege were broedly hinted to them wg t@ B o e
in | overnber 1967. hey helped to stey thelr hend.

Fut even excluding euch dire »nd ir iteelf euicids1l eventurlity,

tre meintencnce of the present precorious nocition in Cyprus ie full of

dengers.
For exsmple, dueing the recent treco+Bypriot querrell over (Cze-

choglovrk rnrme imported into Cyprue which\j=cs blovn up by Soviet snd
d come pevsous
Soviet-inspired oubliciste into = dengew-flsash, left-wing lerdersxround
Lried to vex;umde
Mokerios wmsesaeeesdng him to ~sk for Yoviet cesiertence, iaksrios refu-

sed. find he sccepted snd the 7 wiet Fleéet sriled into Fsmseguste with
ite rocket ehips snd the other prrephernalic of éts power Makrrioe
would heve been by now =X o¥ if not iaksrios sny of the suitors who

who
heppenedto be rround Wi rccentoble to the “oviets - well on the way

to becoming » Soviét rroconsul in Cyprus.

1 don't.believe for r moment thet Mskrrioe, either now or in the
future, will to or countence enything which will plece the independence
~nd hellenie cherccter of nie country in jeoprrdy. But will Mekerios be

thr 0 PYocess YSYU510M
+ble to exercise control snd m=intrin restr-intlin the future, cnd for

now longi 7ith eo much tinder ero.nd snd eo much heot gehersted by the
incendirriet policies of the lurks end the Ureeks of either extaeme, it
will be ¢ foolhardy msn who vill enswer in the rffirmestive.
jkﬂmgﬂﬁLEL&iﬂﬂmﬂggLﬁne1ﬁgﬁamainta1n th+t there ies & certsin historicel inevite-
bilié%ﬂgg%$§g:¥&zhese thinge will come to pses. But =e& long s8 the pnmrse-
nt uncertsinty preveils snd Cyprus remsins ¢ cockpit of confliete =nd

e hunting ground for tset EBuropesn persusdors occereionelly operating

through Yhird-ﬁorld miecions, their possibility of occur~ing cennot
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. THE LAUSANKE LONG HAWL

Fundementally, tpe Cyprue Agreements of 1859, violsted the epirit
of Lausnnncﬁ.'1ﬁx%%%g;g%'to be more lethsl in terms of Ureek- Turkieh
relrtions then the repented violntions of its letter Dbefore or sinue-
'‘nd on thies iesue, I believe, no atone cen be cast. =t the treek Governe
ment. llo one ean rccuee them of ever deliberstely violeting =ny csection
of the Tteaty. The Turke, hovever, d18: - over the culturel righte of
the Ureek inhsbitente of the {el1-nde of Imbros =nc¢ Tenedos: over the
qyeetion of the functionsl independence of the cumenicrl Fatrisrch-
nte,NﬁJ%ticulprly’over riphte end nrivileges ot the Creeke permitted
by the Treasty, to gtany on in Conetentinonle. ‘"hig)hes been = shocking
story.

Twenty yesre sgo 'he Turks of 'estarn /hrrce whose stey in
ipeece wee nlso gurrenteed by the Tresdy of Lsusenne, numbered ninety
thousand-to dey theey number 1UJ thoussnds. i'he Greeks of Lonsstino-
ple numbered one hundred thousgnd; todry they number sbout twelve thou.

elbovreq, out, or
esnd. .he mst hwe been thrownout, forced to lesve. burned out, mupeder.
ad #nd bloodily ejected r=® it heppened during the ~nti-greek riots of

September 1955.

Thre ore )number cf bodies in thig countrey e
celvee in Creel prohleme., All cf them andfoy auonort from HelaPe, Lo
other
Unioniete, en of Letters rma Vv riousaovominent figires. hepre ie not

on
n single body, commiftiee, evenpindivicusl person or jurist —ho interesys

himeelf in the f=te of 'ne reake in .urkey. nd if there wes one - -nd
1 sperk here from expertence - oubt #peather M ember of Ferlis-

ment,rublic :erconsge or crdemic will sive him morsl brekinke “hy ?hi§

je so,1it is imposéible Lo ¢O inte in this =rticle. et heve if grse mcode
to messure for rny one logking for ¢ moral. ¢susa ¢ nhol de 11 the
: thie
compoeitionsl elements sre wnere to lruneh ¢ movemnent, lift,oii Lhe

goound end sustsin 1te momentum ToVErOE SORHK aeffective porle Fb“ At 18
e isrue of humen pighte, of the efence of » comall, wviilnereble notilne

1 minority threstened +ith totsl liouidetion f the upholding of
L ,
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cnnnot.be srgued swey ond ehould not be ignored.

The only way to eliminrte them completely s to sttempt to solve the
problem ne quickly ae poseible. 1f Turkey weve to declere tomorrow thea
énhe intendes to honour the provisione of the Trenty of Lpusenne where
she csurrendered 11 eleims to Cyprus nnd)further,thnt she will not
gtond in the wey of Cyprus celf-determinntion provided the Cypriot
Turke hrve ceet-iron gurrentees rs to their righte end liberties, the

dey sfter tomorrow there will not be euch # thing re 8 Cyprus problem.

And thenY Anything, including grert things, cen hrppen. The rewsrd
ore bound to be immense provided etatesmenehip if prepsred to tep the
cource-potentiel of benefits.

4 vitally importent «nd, internstionally, ultre sensitive rres
of the Globe will be strbilised; ottside power pressures will
cence being effective; economic.sdvence will be ccedlernted -

one cen hrrdly visurnliece whet willl nccrue in sheer volume of
verlth by ¢ Jjoint Greeo~lurkish opening up of ‘nstolis, Southerr

Turkey, lLnstern end Sestern Thrace; » wider grouping of stnates

including Yugoslrvie (the only wny 'ugoslavie 18 1ikely to

A(Gaﬂiw
sreserva her independence vig-r-vie ‘‘uecsie L A4 Gome of the

countrier
‘reb RERkE= ' bechpEinmidd, clther oe loose sesocintion or

Confederscy will become fercible; pesce in Lentral ond dretern
Mediterranesn will be 1mmé%urnbly etrengthened.

/11 these depend, of COuUrse, on ureek and Turk coming together, "nd
they can only come together by coursgeously eliminsting the lest
obstacle which keep them epert snd by both solemnly promising to
accept the trecty of Lsuesnne =28 the lsst snd lesting cocument which
regulericed territorisl,minority ené religidus-culturel problems
between them. <everseion to 853 etriect observsnce of the provisions
of thst Trentjﬁwill meke poseible the re-estesbleshment oflfriendship

ond_whic

between them founded by Venizelos s#nd /“taturk in 1¢30Abased, squerely,

on the srupuloue rdherence to Lsussnne by either cide.

% R KR




. tresty obligrtions.
infingements
Apsrt from the sbove yidniinnn o< FoR HEPATTONS of the Treaty
of Lsuegsnne nnd s minor rectificetion of the Turkish frontier =t the
expence of fyries when thet country wasg etill 2 French mendrted territo-
ry, the g t1ements reasched st Laussnne proved smezingly dursble. In Tect
the Tresty of Lsusenne je the only one of the ceries of Treaties which
followed the rirst .orld VWer thet survived, precticolly in toto, without
sny of its fundrmental provisions being eectetly or overtly violsied.
Thie is one of the ressons thyt it should not remsin for ever =n
internstionsl legal document - & sort of resl estste covensnt - but should
become the bssis I'pr new sdvence, mnybe for o legp-into the future.
1t w»»8, of course, & negotirted and not sn imposed Treaty. Hence
the resson for its visbility. Chief protegoniets were Venizelos for
Greece, Ismet?gagger imet Inonou for . urkey. But the dominesnt personsl-
1t1§s in terms of power whether «t the Conference or outside it were lord
Curzon snd iaymond roicmré, inverisbly =t loggerheesds, »nd wey behind
Benito Fueesolini =nd Chicherin.of “oviet ituseirn. of these only Curzon
supprted the .reek cese; supported 1it, thnt is, on snd off. The rest
renge¢ themselves geiermir=REIy sgeinst Ureece. legotistione were stub-
born snd protrscted. {1lsuses were fought over to the lest comme. But with
it »11 the Conference wog bueiness-like and mostly cown to esrth. It
l1acked both the hietrionics s=nd the sense of occesion that cherascteriged
the getheringe st Veprssilles #nd t. Germsin. 'here wag not = lot of
rhetoric but much legrl wrengling.
'he_Crux
#epbatedly the Conference wre ssved by the dexterity of
Venizeloe. fe hed mnot = good hend to stert of€ mith)but nhe pleryed with
rieky coursge. Greduslly he Revolutionery Government in Creece doled
him W out some trempe in the ehspe of = resorgsnised Greek 'rmy and
he compelled the “urke to scknowledge the fretes of the esitustion.
fter months of negotistions, however, the Conference resch-

ed crisis. The ecomomic ond finencisl ~ections of the ‘resty in whibh
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: : Cecame g stumblin flock
. the Allics were vitelly interestedd "he Kemelicte took estrong excep-=

tion to

‘hem. 'rites professor sekin in his introduction:

"(Un theese metters, at lecst, Lord Curzon hoped he would receive
some Pupd”t from the rremnch, whoee financiel steke in Turkey wes
onciderable, =nd even from the Itelisns, who hed dreams q f secur-
ing concessions under the continusnce of rn economic r gime re-
gembling the pre-yar Cepituletione. iere, however, he wes dis-
rppointed. The Frpeh end itelisne were inclined$$o yield on slmost

c

every issue.... cnly st the 1set moment, whend

nble concession hed been made, did the French etend firm on whot
were rerlly tpivinslities, end, in doing eo, they seriously Jeopsrd-

i

zed the rrmistice, fondly hoping thet if hostiligies brcke out

the British s=nd rphe Lpeeks would fight their bettles for them.

p

. VIII.
\

Leither "he Greeks nor the IFritish were preprred to fight Poinesre 's

bettles for him. Venizelos kremxzf decided to trke the bull by the horns.

By mid-June 1923, the Confrence ground jtee!f to-helt. The Allies weee

sdoment

end die-united. he Greek delegetion nrd eettled their cuestionse

with Turkey; nowv, they were resndy to conclude preliminsries of pensce with

their en

emy. Venizelos sounded out the Britiesh delegntion -nd tried to

enlist their support to theot end.

Four
- the Br

sgrins

A

" Moneieur Venizelos expleined thet he mede his regueet out
of loyelty to H.kejesty's Government, but hhst he did not
congider himeelf under sny obligetion to iteliens who hesve
been svowed enemies of Greeks, or to ‘rench whose conduct
during lsst tvo yeaTrs hed not been thet of #11ies” ( Sir
iil. Rumboldy FRUSFINE, reporting to Lord Curzon on interview
with Venizeloe end Greek ‘oreign Minister ‘lexsndrie on June
c8. 1928s p. 998)

deya lrter, the British -epresentative in “thens C . H.BENTIKRCK

itish iinister wns withdrewn the previous rutumn in protest
t the execution of the egix =28 olloweg:-

"¢nilst it is true thst our cetion BERISISIO-DEODOS served
Lpreece 'set sutumn it seems to me dgifficult to contend thsat

it h=s brought her =Ty sdventage during the 1set three or

four months. LLn the contrary,as fer s my informetion gOeS,
we heve for the third time in two yesr® =too0d between Greece
~nd Constentinonle end thus prevented her from striking = blovw
ot urkey snu pernrps cettling vhole question in mmR ® msnner
eatisfectory to hereelf =8 well =28 to us witout any coct to
ourselves.

t preeent, whether we ~cknoweledge it or not, we rre using
the menrce of Jreek 'rmy to eecure ourl ends ot Lsussnne end,
of course, presence of thet =rmy on the Meritzs must stre et h—
en our position.d% Constentinople. emobilisstion must periorc
wenken efficrecy of thet mMENeCeeeseo

if after ~11 thet hed peossed = oOur f~ilure to snve Lreece f'rom

ost evcry_cﬂnceive




Ismet Pasha on disengagement. If Sreece and Turkey arrived at a bilateral agreementfl then

the troops could go home, } \

Venizelos wanted thé securefthe;prior approval of the British Government. He got

no sympathy from Great Britain. | [
|

"Objection to opening GrecofTu#klsh negotiations at xkkix this stage is to my
mind as great as ever' SiF H. Rumbold kX from Lausanne told Lord Curzon in
London, and added:- " They cquld only stiffen Turkish attitude towards Gt. Britain
France and Italy and would p otably be regarded by Turks as precursor of similar
sepaxtate negotiations wiﬁh monia and Serbia. Responsibility of our continuing
to discourage them, howev Xy ié increasing. It occurs to me that possibly wwé
we might now represent mqtt4; to M. Venizelos as follows:

Two alternatives face @ signature of peace or breaking up of conference'(p.907).
In other words Venizelos 1 g not to be allowed to have any choice whatsoever. He

could not make war, he could not $fke peace, he could not demobilise his armiesy and he

could have no financial a051utanq%. Stripped of its diplomatic good manners and expressed

in uncircumlocutory Billingsgate”1ingo - it would have accorded admirably with the sent-
imentf behind it - the Allied message to @reece at this juncture amounted to a brusque:

" Shut up and dont interfere, or you are finished. You bloody well have to wait till we
get our money from the THrk and then we can all go home, Till then not a murmur out of
you'.

Fotunately, and due chiefly to Venizelos's influence Pangalos was restrained , the

Balkan delegates began to give expression to restivenes at the yxuimgged protracted econo-

T wranglings which concerned them very little - the fear of the Allies %Hgirthe Balkan

countries might decide to come to direct understanding with Turkey outside/big-Power

Euteinge acted as factor for compromise - more realistic attitudes prevailed all-round,

proceedings at Lausanne were activated and within three weeks after the negotiations appear-

ed to have reached complete impasse, the treaty of Peace was signed. The unknown imponder-
G 8 ® - 2

sble of the Greek Army; - was it to march foreapd, of, houed ¢ ths™  BoRRARMLIT: BR¥LIEAobstipa-

and positively unhelpful to the AlliesjBeustressIWcompelled drastic re-thinking which

helped to expedite matters considerably.

*THE * DOCUMENTS

,Ehe_ppeaént.Series of Documents shed consid§féble light on the events and machinations
of the period. ' | l

of pérticular significance is the role of the French premier “aymond Poincare{ Behind
him stood the sinister figure of Franklin Bouillon, brilliand, cold, enigmatic tadl in the
last analysis nothing more than a Turkish agent within the French establishment. The French
were not above even to leaking Greek top-secret information to the Turks. They vre adamant
in yielding to every Turkish deménd s=ve the last on economic¢ and financial questions, either

through expeﬂlency or policy.

The following, taken from the Notes of a Confrence held in Paris between the French

Premier and the British Foreign Secretary, is characteristic of French policy all the way

along: P » . ' ;|
"Lord Curzon has understoodyPoincare to say that it was imposeible for t he Allled
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military forces to stop Hemal from cros-ing the Straits =nd the Sea of Marmora, and

in conceguence his advice was that the Allies should sbandon the game and accede to
Kemal all his demands in advance of the Conference. .L&P ould therefore ask M. Poin
c-rd +o hear Lord Beatty's opinion on this rubject. He would be in apoeition to e?EJ :
that the British naval forces on the spot would soon be XHLEIKIBHE quite suffici-nt (omy |
to prevent Kemal from crossing the waters between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean. |
Meanwhile, he, Lord Curson, would ask /.Poincare to consider seriourly what value ;
a Conference would have if Kemal were to be allowed in advance to take possecsion

of Thrace, Constantinople and Gallipoli. " (p. 16). Thesexchange tiok place on

September 22, 1922, following hard on the burning of Smyrna by the Turks.

Soon afterwards Kemal had a meeting with a DBritish representative in which he
brusquely told the latter that he considered himself at war with Englan.d. SrxREXNEK Asked
to put that in writing he was tuken offf guard but was shr%gd enough to refuse, Later on
he sent one o f his men to argue his "outburst' away and Xhu= cajole the British, Fear

'
of the British navy was a paralysing factor. Its use would have stopped Kemal s career
in mid-stream and would have resulted have resultedin more just and equitable frontiers
being drawn - Greece in *urope, Turkey in fAgia.

Unfortunately, the British Nayy was never used. lts threat, even as an unquanti-
fiable contingency factor was effectively by french policy. ine Turks knew of this; they

could act sure-footedly, certain they could never be forecibly opposed.

. But what was even worsewas thet the Greek Navy was never allowed to deploy its
power and bobtle up Kemal in Asia. The Fraklin Bowillon policy of friendship with Turkey

X
ensured that. Britain, ;ﬂé%éﬁ rexagkurtarkiy reluctantq‘gollowed wheee France led. Tor

<ome inexplicable reason, which no one as yet has gone into it, ever =ince x9%% the
collapse of the Gallipoli campaign in 1915 France made =11 the running in the Balkans.

s .
Britain was content to follow; follow é*ong way behind,

By the time the Allied and Associated Powers which won the war took their places
round the Conference table at Lausanne?ﬁ%%e neither associated nor "aklied" cxcept in
name. ALheir interests have clashed in many parts ofthe Clobe and mo¥® diﬁétly, in
the Middle Fast. Fach, to put it crudely, was looking to what it could get out of the
conference at the expence of both or either combatant. Creece was & member of that
Alliance and legitimately took her place among the victors ia Paris in 1919. At
Lausanne, however, she was a pariah. With the exception of Great Pritain and at times

c@ﬂﬂfhdubious supé%t from Yugoslavia and Roumania)she faced onlyt opposition.

howevey was,
et After all is sahd and doné?ﬁﬁiﬁﬂis utterly base and morally completely in-

Jefensible even in ordinary, normal relations between States let alone relations
between allies, was the determination of the Allied Powers to use CGreece for their own
ends to the bitter end. No country has suffered more at the hands of its enemies
ghan Greece at the hands of her friends. The student of history can look round and
compare the treatment meted out to ex-enemy countries like Bulfgaria, Turkey, Austria
Hungary even ~Uermany herself with the treatment of @reece. [le will find it

of s=me interest and may wish to delve into the reasons, uﬁﬁ?



AT

i
At least as far as this writer is concerned, searching hﬁgghgh the cold reali-
ties of fiftyy g; to find some valid reason why Gre-ce chould be the objiect of such
vencmous hostility by her allies,.hemqaglé find none. Not even anything tangible which
affected basic Allied interests andX%ggth be citedfer justification. Greece simply, both
as-& name and as a country)muSt have acted like the proverbial red rag to the Luropean
bull!--

Truef, the conference at Lausanne was conducted wiZain a climate of political
amorality. It was the climate of the times. Dpitish and French imperialisms then at their
zenith, joined by a raw third,fthat of Italy were searching for consolidation and further
expansion. lThe Middle Fast conquered and parcelled up was effectively in the bag. France
was the dominant power in the Balkansy through the little Entente. Creece and Turkey
could be/E®¥ help or:hindrance to either major Power in their Balkan and Middle-Fastern
policies. Along fwith amorality there was,ﬁ%ne finds through a careful reading of the

documents , # progressive brutalisation of sentiment. World statesmen beset by growing
problems, some direly lethal, others contrived by them out of their own imaginings acted
like automata relying on reflex action dictated to theif'ﬁired brains by prejudice and
bile:masquerading as self-interest. Binding obligations "gsolemn' dec¢lar=tions and
promises, the sanctity of treaties, the pledged word, gvnrytking’in {act}which statesmen
invoke for the upholding of civilised stangard- were thrown out of the window. This
paralysis of moral concern extended also to the home economic and éocial problems of
every country.
‘ p Sﬂﬁil—ﬂﬁ%!lihb
In France there was Reymond Poincare, an.aridaintvllectual, harsh imperialist
and obsessive anti-German. In Italy, Benito Mussolini was just inaugurating his
bellicose career of international banditry. Sometime afterwards he would bombard the
open town of Corfu and eighteen years later launch himself on a war against Greece
which was to seal his fate. In England the Conservatives were in poﬁer after m six-years
of coalition government; they had no foreign policy of their own. The world has paid
and is still paying)a heavy price for the actions of the statesmen‘of Europe during
1922-1923.

A1l these, however, do not quite explain away allied attitudes towards Grecce.

Irrational atayism had also played its role.

X XXX
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VENIZELOS'S WORDS

Tt may come as a surprise to many readers to hear of Venizelos critggising

France in no uncertain terms)and of condemning Italy. Besides, on another
occasion, he accused all three Western powers of anti-Greek bias.

| Venizelos was, after all, vilified by his opponents as a creature éf Fraqce.
He was never that, but to see the reason why he had been driven to thase conclusgiks
p 5L € - necéssary to touch briefly upon what went on before. Indeed, with the

archives

publication of the latest series of documents £§°@he British Foreign Office/the
historiéﬁwis, at present better 51tuated to write as fully as facts allow the story
of the Greek involvement in the first World War, of the Anatolian tragedy and of the
Lausanne Treaty.

| from the Greek side there are many volumes of memoirs by various generals
andvpoliticians and considerable mass of material which can be culled from ﬁewspapers,
articles and serials, eye-witnesses accounts, the proc;s-verbalf of the Trial of the
Six aggjsthera. Many of the relevant documents of the Quay D'Orsay have Been
published. There is also available in Fnglish a th£%§ﬁ§ volume-sele?tion‘of Soviet
documents ;n foreign volicy and, of course, documents from Americen and Italian
soﬁrces. The English documents add considerably to the list of material . They
should, undoubtedly they will, stimulate renewed interest in the period and enable
a more accurate assessment of its importante andi&tf bluniers to be made, for many
of these blunders are still with us. They con be faced more claar-hﬁadedly iﬁﬁ W eLesd-
neé more energeticr 11" if their origins are known and the whys of their perpetr :tion
and by whom, were laid bare.

"DICHASMOS"

The only'thing I can do here is to attempt to provide a framework to the
st;;y. éér this if is necessary to lock baCk.‘”””‘*‘“‘“*”””‘”"“ R

As a result of the two liberatory wars of 1912 and 1913 Grétﬁe doubled her
territ-ry and her population. She had reached her present frontieré; the present
frontiers, that is, if we exclude Western Thrace and the Dodecanese.

The-decisive majority of the population’ of the new State Were: Greeks ‘but

there were also a number of n-tional minorities, the most numerous being the Turks,
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The problems facing the new State, legal, administrative,educational, economic
and monetary, including the problem of national integrztion, were of a back~breaking
character., These were tackled dﬁiﬂﬁ#ﬁi&gﬁimu, At the same time Greece, afraid of
réiewed Turkish attack,had to see to her army and navy, idorvever, before any of
these tasks were even half-completed, war broke out in Burope. The small countires,
living under the shadow of the Big Povers, now had to face the realitics af‘nwwer;
they were pressurised to enter the war on the side of whoever was doing the
pPressurising.

Turkey, then the Ottoman Empire, for'years under German influence, j ined
Germany. Though Germany was never unpopular in Greece this settled mattgrs for hvﬁ?w’
Greece would never fight along%@ﬂ&h Turkey and, kn any coze, her remaining claims
could only be satisfied at the expense of Imperial Turkey.

Venizelos believed the natural intere: ts of Greece to bLe comp@ltiq?ly
pro-Allied. DNo one disagreed with that view.though the actual involvement of Greece
in the war, 4B distinct from the political identification with it, was not, for some
time, a pressing issue,

But the fiasco of Gallipoli =~ Greece's offer of military help which as we
now know, having the benefit ‘of hindsight, would have been decisive was arrogantly
rejected -,the allied efforts to win over Bulgaria b; offering her Greek territories —
the efforts failed; ~Bulearia joined the Central Powers — cooled public sympathy for
the allies. Théparadox is th-t when this cioling began to manifest itself the
A*lies redoubled their efforts to bring Greece into the war.

Venizelos, the Prime Minister, was for joining. Constantine, the King of
Greece, married to the Kaizer's sister, was at first hesitant, then reluctant, then
a-ainst. This sounds like progressive estrangement. So it -as. The King's fefusal
to accede to the demand of his Prime Minister was greetedw§§hfierce hostility by the
French press. It was echoed in Greece. Political differences within Greece, fanned
by agents, venal newspapers and fed also, in part, by passionate beliefs i; the
correctness of given policies, hardened into a national division. The Gréeks dalled
it dichasmos (split down the middle) and still refer to it with unconcealed pain.

The more the division deepened, the more anxious was Venizelos to join the

Allies and the more determined grew the king to keep Greece out - for the time being,
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salute the Allied flags, the starvation - for a hundred days not a bushel of wheat
or a ton of coal was allowed to reach Greek ports = were primar ly his doings.

His actions solidified Greek feeling a ain t the Entente. It made theAdivision
unbridgeable because many Greeks equated Sarrail with the Venizellsts. 7 )

By the time the King was sent into ex1le and Venizelos 1nsta11ed in power,

Greece beeaae in fact two hostile nations = there was a Constantinist’ GreeCe‘and

coufd Grimg Ehg tieg Mm bk CHW %‘%"@%—Z%:a the

a Venizelist Greece., Nothing
bane éf Greek politics for a generation.

With Constantine out of the way and many of ' the so;called pro-German
politicians exiled ~ with the exception of Ioannis Metaxas § I doubt whether any
one else was really pro-Germanj all proved to be Greek patriots -.jﬂt Greeée
did not cease to be viewed with suspicion'by the fntente, particularly by fhe French.

Venizelos, on assuming power. of fered to contribute twelve divisions to the
‘M&cedonian front. This was made conditional on the Intente providing the necessary
equipment in heravy guns, supplies ani general stores,

Writegs Lloyd George

"Unfortunately, ‘General Sarrail....was by no mrans in favour with his
authorities at home, and as a r-sult his efforts to get material and food for the
Greeks were muddled, neglected and brought to nought. At achnfenence of the
Supreme ﬁar Council on December lst, 1917, we learnt from M. Venizelos that his
inability to redeem his promise of raising 12 divisions was due to the failure of
the French to provide what had been promised. The result was that only tﬁree
divisions had so far been mobilised, and even these were sho?t of heavy guns and
other equipment.....As soon as the attention of the Supreme Council wasvcélled to
this stupid neglect, the Governments concerned put it right, but meanwhile six

months had heen lost."
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sSarrail was succeeded by General Guillaumat. The aituétion began to improve
marginally, at least on the military side. War material and supplies started coming
in. ’

New &r%ek divisions were formed and in a few months the Greek Army took the
offensive and won the first allied victory of that war. It was a short, sﬁarp but

west of 'the Vardar,

successful attach on-a seven mile front in the Skra-di~Legen area;  XoommxEarriedx
It was carried out on May 30, 1918. The Greek army pushed forward one and a guarter
miies and caﬁtwred 2,000 prisoners. In téﬁﬁﬁﬁuf western-front battles it was a small
affair but in itself highly significant. For one thing, it was a elear=cut victory;
secondly, ;t focussed attention among the Entente Govef%ﬁigta on the possibilities
of the Balﬂan theatre of war,

The final assault in the Balkans came on beptember 15, 1918 under General

Franchet;d'EsPQren. He followed General Guillaumat, This offensivey

wpored
g;ggnaaa&.lcarried all before it. The French and\the Servians attacked on the

Western sec%drwqf the front. They moved forward rapidly. The British and the Greeks
were given the Doiran front 'the most stroengly held sector of the whole enemy line."
It constltuted the pivot of Bulgarian defence. nfter four days of hard fighting the
Bulgarian frdnt collapsed and by the 29th of September Bulgaria accepted an imposed
arqistice. U

7 "....3the collapse of Bulgaria, which was followed by %t:ut of Austriae

Hungary, completely chenied the situation of the German Army in the field. From then

‘on, every attempt to obtain peace by purely military means was obviously in vain"

" wrote General Ludendorf.

Had Bﬁlgaria withstood the Greco-British assault it is certain that the war
could have dragged on for another six months or so. The blow at the "soft unaer-
belly" of the Central Powers, though late in coming, proved killing. Xikik

With Bulgaria out of the wapy, Turkey cut off from Germany and beaten on

the Syrian front, had to sue for an armistice. Soon, Austria-Hungary fell apart and

Germany was left with no alternative. itinuing a suicidel war to its physical
conclusion except capitulation. She accepted the Allied terms for surrender and on

the 11lth of November 1918, the War came LEXRREEF to an end.

- T . y ' s oy aes
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British, French, Italian and Greek troops entered Constantinople. The French,
at ii;:t, were bent on being the first if not the sole occupiers of Constantinople
for/‘Bat kg if the bBritish were in possession of the city they would ﬁo; goid
it for the Sultan but would make their own plans for its ultimate disposal.

Lloyd George raised the matter with Clemenceau and it was decided, as a

S LS

in Chief.," 1

At flr&t]gldnce this may appear i sound decision. It was a fatal one. The
"subject" of&bongtdntinople was removed from the area of immediate politics and
wa; frozen ﬁﬁ*o a military limbo to wait, ultimately, for the peace settlements.
The claims éfiGreece to the former capital of the Greek-Byzantine World and at
the time a}éi?y in which about 50» of its inhabitag¢s were Greek, were effectively
squashed, f Time played into the hands of both Fregchéand Turks. inen the
unratified Tﬁ;aty of Sévres was signed two years la%er, Constantinople was left to

Turkey. | } }
¢ h |

Not énly‘French policy operated in favour of the enemy Turkey and against
Greece ;ﬁring this period = a sulden and cynical volte-face if ever there was one\ -
but als@ﬂthat of the British Conservatives.

Niﬁst&n Churchill relates how the pro=Greek and pro-Turkish members of the
Cabin?f operated. Spokesman for the first was Lord Curzon with the weight of the
1ibex§§1 Foxiaeign Office tradition behind him cpdified in the slogahsof the Turk
being throwm"bag and baggage" out of Juropejnﬁﬁge second, kg Bdwin lontagu of the
India bfflcé who cared for the "public opinion of Indja!, the "sensibilities
of the Mohammedan Horld" the "pro-Turkish propensities/of the Conservative Party"
;nd the sudden discovery by the /iga Khan and many hlghlyihaid journalists thut

f“Brituln was F great iMoslem power and her duty was to the Moslem world represented

] by the Caliph at Constantinople.

"The combat was sustained" wrote, Churchill., "According to Mr. Montagu,

the expulsion of the Turks andsthe ' Caliph from Constantinople with the assent,
even witn the connivance of “England, would strike a last fatal blow at the diminishing
loyalties of the two ox/three hundred peoples and reliéous sects who inhabit the
Indian Peninsula. According to Lord Curzon they would not mind at all. sSome
would rather like it; most would be indffferent; while the Mohammedans, who were
alone concerned, had not hesitated to fight with vigour and courage in various
theatres of war against the armies of the said Caliph. On the question of the

'
reconsecration of San sSophia, Mr. Montagu arged that it had been a Mohammedan Mosque

of great sanctity for upwards of 469 years. ie were all much swayed by this until
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Lord Curzon rejoined that it had been previously a Christian Church for 915 years.
Then fﬁe argument seemed very nicely balanced; a substantial modern title against

twice as lengthy an original prescription!"

Churchill‘does not refer to any specific Cabinet Meeting, He gives the gist,

of the argumentatlon which went on over a period of time. The sad thinggisithat

Iy

it was at such low level.

4

/ |
However, 'hard as Lord Curzon and the Prime Minister David Lloyd George tried to

!

keep their colleagues to the path which their war-time declarations ppescribed they
wer#undole to shake their pro-Turkish bias,

On Janwary 9, 1920, at a full Cabinet meeting and after prolongeé and far-ranging
discussioﬂ; ﬁé British Cabinet decided by an overwhelming m&jority that

Constantinople should remein in Turkish hands.
4 ! ¢' 7 :

At that moment Turkey won the war she had lost,and Greece and the 2) million

)

b
¥\

Greeks of the Ottoman Empire lost the war they thought they had won, Without the

historical, emotional and national anchorage that Constantinople represented for
the Greeks their war-effort could not be consummated. The war would remain part

i
¥

of a bontinuing struggle.Th?Greeks of the Uttoman Empire, of course, lost something
morefthan a war v‘they lost country, homes, land and possessions and hundreds of

5
o

thousands of (thelr lives too 3 they were all, to a man, pro-allied,

I Vv
P A S

{ - /THE ASIA MINORINTURE,
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Meanwhile, during May 1919, a couple of Greek divisions were landed in Smyrna.

§22§§5 was resistance by Turkish troops and irregulars and 1# the .ﬁsuing fight

a few hundred Turks wédé killed - the exact mber never became known but no authority

I know of) puts it beyond the three figures. 1 g

This was climactic. As momentous hibtorically for Greqée as the crossing ‘

\

of the Rubicon by Caesar, only with reverse eff%e’t. !

Greece went to Smyrna at the behest, ‘}?nd with the autho ty, of the alliea,

Bkl Srits : , \ |

!E\ |
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for threefold purposeg: \

(a) To restore peace. There were a lot of démobilised Turkish soldiers roaming
about #n Anatoliz at t'e time, ¥wim living off the population. Some had no mmwmkx
country to go to. The Greeks were the principal victims of these marauders.

(v) To fulfil Allied promises. As early as 1915 the Asquith Government in Britain
had decided that on the defeat of Turkey Smyrna and its hinterland should be
given to Greece. A historical Greek right was thus officially recognised.

(e) “ 2o forestall other would-be occupiers. There were suspicions ameong the peace

delegates in Paris that the Italians might make a descent upon Smyrna.

Smyrna was pert of irredentist Hellenism. Venizelds wanted to occupy it.
He suggested it and he was requested to occupy it on behalf of the Allies. With this
request the Italian Orlando conditionally associsted himself., Once given the go-ahead,
Venizelos acted with speed. Smyrna and its environs were occupied within a few days.
But there were the Killings. Not unjustifiable)but good for sensational headlines in
the Paris and London Press. The pro-Turkish sympathies of both establishments which
went back three centuries re~surfaced after the%ﬁgstlings they received during the war.
The Turks found friends. And their diplomacy, excellently conducted, in Paris, London
and Constantinople, particularly in the latter where they had ample opportunity to seduce
and influence politicians and commanders = a diplomacy which, as the earlier volume of
these documents clearly slows, was compounded in equal measure of sycophancy, servility
and braggadocio; there is nothing more sweetly servile than a defeated Turk and
equally nothing more moronically vicious than him when authority and power are on his
side —~ helped them a great deals And these friends were not only the reactionaries
and the extreme left, but also well-meaning but befogged academics and even persons

>

of the calibre of the historian Arnold Toynbee,ehe.

this atirfude
As long as Venizelos remained in power,/pro-Turkish shamde of the Western

tgince.
press did not take on an overtly anti-Greek:ﬁégs. .The Treaty of Sevres was signed

but never xmkim ratified - ample proof that none of the Allied Powers intended to

!

honour their signature, for none wanted to see an éﬁgrandised Greece and a relatively
;"i

enfeebled Turkey. There were, of course, exceptiond, and Lloyd George was the most

|

outstanding exception. On the question of Greece *e was the only statesman of

|
x
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uestioned
magnitude who remained tr e to his war-time declarations and who never thtragcd
the inherent justice of the Greeks to liberate their fellow Greeks from
Ottoman rule.

Venizelos, however, was dismissed from office by the Greek electorate baroly
three months after signing the Treaty of S§Vres. Constantine was restored to
the throne. This wa;7:§:i’§as needed for the French politicians and the French
press (the French primarily, to a much lesser extent the British politiciana-and
press) to shed their inhibitions concerning Greece. Their ally Greece for no
other reason except the one that her people exercised their incontestable right
to have at their head a government of theoir choice - good or bad, is immaterialjs
it was their choice and their government = became, at once, an enemy.

It this god-sent excuse was not provided by the Greek electorate, it is
conceivable that the French would have looked for another. They could have
easlly engineered one. As it happened, they grasped the opportunity with indecent
haste and resurrected old hoary stories about the ikmmg King, about the treachery
and unreliability of the Greeks, the killing of French merines and anything else
they could lay their hands on.

But this was the smokescreen. Behind 1t)Frenchjfj]

dismantle the Treaty of Sevress The term used was, of course, got dismantling
but revision. The round-about-face would thus be less obvious.

obkess g Php Aeikods
It is not my purpose to catalogue here Allied actions a;ﬂfﬁ; e

would be a dismal story. And in any case this is the theme of the book under
review and of the one which preceded it. One can get an accurate view of what
thé Allied capitals from the restoration of Constantine till the
aigﬂi@g of ¢ / Treaty of Lausanne, 7
OngAhing however, should be touched upon, even in passingi~ the attitude of
the Greeks 1.;. of the royalist politicians and soldiers.

Did the hpstiligy of Francgfgx in;particular become apparent to them? I

believe it di%\ They had plenty of indics tiona. But I don't think that any of
then quite rogiised the depth of th-t hostility and even dared contemplate that

France would sepretly but none the less persistently help Greenfh enemy. At worst
i
A
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they migh %iﬁ political opposition, no finaneial support and no arms. Neither
the Greek press of the period nor the memoirs of many protagonists allow one to
reach & different cinclusions The Greek political world did not lose faith in
France entirely. Consequently., one has to absolve the Greek royalist
politicians of at least half their failure on the grounds that they did not
really know what their“friendly”governments—~ governments on whimk the goodwill
of which they expected aﬁd had a right, ujtimately, to rely - were Y'eooking up"
for them,

But even if they lmew, it is difficult to see \lhtfthey could have done to
save the situat;on. They inherited a commitment and an inescarable fact.lhe Gree‘
was in Asia Minor. Turkey and the Allies signed a peace. No one was p:pparéd
to abide by it or see it legally enforced., Witlout peace the war simply had to
go on. To the Greeks, the dictated of history at thatfmoment was either to get
on with the war or to get out.

The latter implied voluntary défeat. It is hard for a nationi to aceept
defeat on its own choosing i without risking degenerativeR#® disillusionmernt
and possibly destructive internal upheavals.

Ahd_ao. in the summer of 1921 the CGreeks found themselves compelled to
take action. They attacked on a wide front and at speed with the purpose of
destroying the Kemalist army. This army had to be destroyed if peace were to be
achieved. They effected a deep penmetration into the interior of Asia Minor
and o7 ~hv,r:l.i:hzl.n an inch of success. The Greek plan was brilliantly conceived
and,\mcutod with commendable skill despite some last minute errors. The Greeks
were successful in every encounter. Byt they exhausted themselves. Militarily
they defeated the Turks all along the lines strategically they failed in their
ultimate aim. They did not have enough reserves to deliver the final blow.

The army retired to its winter lineg for 1921-22 to await upon political
developments, It was becoming obvious thot with Kemal still in the field, with
Russia and others supplying him with arms, a repeat of the previous years
campaign was unflinkufle and would be unprofitable, even if from the morale

point of view)it was at all feasible. Then om October QO mll Fromkin - Boaitloy
g.qued o fv'mol&\" cu‘veewewt wite )cemw( fvasce was o @ﬁ now- Ay e Pauce
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And &t its vack thel@esk army had about 350 thousand hostile Turkish
"eivilians"., They were a standing danger. If the Greeks, politicians and
soldiers, were nﬁn of shrewd calculation and ruthless enough they ought to have pre-
taken a leaf out of Stalin's book and(:l\zo the Turks what Stalin did to the Volga
Germans, the Crimean Tartars amgy, twenty yeara after,[’ﬁut the Czechs and the Poles
did to the Germans after World Var IT m[fur that matter, what the Turks did
to the Greels a year later - that ia,fwﬁ; together and send them to
Kemalist territory,

This would have had the effect:
(a) of creating difficulties for Kemal by blocking roads, congesting t¥@ traffic
and dipping into his food reserves
(b) of redeasing Greek troops from garrison duty in towns and villages and from
guarding lines £m of communic-tion,

‘L Such a move would have been absolutely &l M&z on two complementary
MG T
counts, one military, the other moral—w %‘:&%}w e Greek army fo fe

‘ +thg “\0‘»&1\9 eeQ dieo“ v
hmdea( with, mastimm security;\by feguarding its rear andjca the need rely on

friendly populatv on and pbringag home to them the realisation that the liberated
land was theirs, that the invading Turks had, after five centuries, beoen thrown
out, and that they had the right and the duty to defend their land and turn it
into a sanctuary for persecuted Greeks in other parts of Anatolia. ILiberty would
then have come to the Asia Minor Greeks they constituted slightly less than

two thirds of the population behind the Greek lines -%ﬁemu

assured,

It is to the credit and huganity of the Greek leaders, though, with the
experience of what happened afterwards in Europe, not of their accumen, that
such a move was not thought of » let alone contemplated, as a political mesasure.
One can imagine what would have happened if the Greeks adopted the policy of
expelling the Turks. Governments and individuals would have shouted themselves
kmmx hoarse with protests, the Greeks would have been pilloried and the Vestern
Powers would have been asked to intervene. 350 thousand Turks thrown out of their

ofd fow
half-a-thousand-yeazst\homes would have hean/\}.ntolerable,h\to western conscience.
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Four times as many Greeks = not to mention the eountless%;housands mirdered - WEXE
thrown out of their three-thousand years—old~homes after the Greck defeat of 1922,
provoked hardly any protest and had raised no demand for intervention to save them.
Why? = It is all tied up withztperverted tradition otuq‘mentw at that inslguee 1y +:'mt"
by poliey. This hostile Allded policy continued right through the period of the
Greek~Turkish war and Xiamughk through the period of the fhs

at Lausanne
till the moment the Treaty was signed. Never, during those four years, i.e. from
the autumn of 1920 $ill the summer of 1923’waa Allied r!aﬁﬁure on the nerve and body
of Greece relaxed for a single moment.

The Docugents, wiwh their terse, unemotional tome do ot fail to reveal to
the reader who has the patience to gg shrough thdu; the depth of duplicity, of
double-standard behaviour and of treachery of the Allies as they do not taillfﬁgL—‘f
avoidable human tragedy of the Greek populations of Asia Minor; both were without
parallel in the history of modern Europe %41l the Becond Wer and its aftermath, the
Cold Way,

We now have & mass of facts before us. Ve can construct the truth.

DOROS ALASTOS

EPe8s Perhars I ought to make a point or two here. Thés article is very critical
of the policy of the Fronch‘Governments of fifty years ago. It does not go beyond
what the facts warrant. However, vindictive and often eriminal as French policy was,
it dbd not basically affect the feelins of the Greek people towards France, French
culture saw to it. France as the country of the enlightengent and of the rights
of man reinforced it. The Greeks remained pro-French despite the damage France
did to Greece.

I spoke also of the need for a Greeo-Turkish rapprochement. How do I sqmare
this with whet I write about the Turks and Turkish policies, past and present?
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First I don't believe thot friendship should be based on falsehood or on
the emasculation and re-writing of history. Na one should or must, ask the French
to forget Hitler, to ignore the Concent-ation Camps, to whitewash German militarismng
or the Germans to make a historical detour round the two Napoleons, Foimcare, the .
Ruby and the famine. On the contrary: the more the commen history of neighbouring
peoples is examined end investigated, the more clearly will they see their past, |,

By weghivg lum o e scales of (L vequivemaud o 'M’%{"W

learn the causes of their misfortunes, mo: quyntify their ac and profit by
them. Besides, cooperation between Greece and Turkey and others, is dictated by
necessity,mmt not by sentiment. And the more close their cooperation becomes,
the more clearly it will be realised that history, by not papering over brutal facts
but by examining them in their developing processes, ceases to be sterile and .

g, on the human Joped, unifying -
confining, and becomes stimulating, crea$ive and liberatory eeks an

share half-a-thousand years in common! Vhat a challenge it will be to re-examine
that past; to study it, dissect it and learn more from it, alaatdreTit in.dhe
nrbobuid.

D'A.
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