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teohnology, jneluding the hernessing of atomio energy to

U.S.A. U.S.S.R. end the British Commonwealth. '

. ends place the three great Powers above the rest of the(w

increese the disparity in strength between them and eny o@
power. No moiern state, ineluding two of the big five -2
Chins - cén withstend for long the mechanicsal might alr-pow

strength ahd asrmour of eny of the big three. World peace ar ot
v “‘Jﬁ%- i ’
world war will rest definitely with the Great Powers. The rest " it
11,5. [ a kg
14 of the world can act only as reinforcements to the greatest pﬂWers.
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b wwy (EVED emonvst the big three only two, the United States of

Amerioa.and the Boviet Union,cen pass the test of & really first
rate power in relation to resources men-power and economie and
military notential. Great Britein is the smellest of the greatest

powers. But t bough the smallest, she is by far the gtrongest

geographicelly and strategically. Her eerly 1ndustriel develOp-
L]ﬂi ment, her century old naval supremacy and t'e consequent rar- '

flung conquests and commitménts heve placed Brltaln in 8 unique
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world positlon. Fron the geogrephicel standpoint t%f British
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Napoleonic wers were over and British sea-power, encompass&%% !
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glmost without eompetition, the great African Pontinent an& thé
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‘ geas between Africa aad Japan, it gredually estanllshed iﬁaaif
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in the Nest nfrican seaboard and -the Cepe of Good Hope, WEieh

2 gommand the entrance to.the Indign Ocean, TheBritlsh Falkland

&' Islends comnend theSouthern ehtrence from the Pacific Ooein round

vﬂ? " 0epe Horn and the West Indies commgnd the North South Ameriean

ses routes through. the Caribbesn &and also command the wsétern &

approaches to the FPanama Canal Thus British seapower aaa

rvpgssessions-notably in.the Caribb ,an and the ‘
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geogrephically neer and are in cases interningled with Americen
pos sess ions, By the agreement of 1940 when British bases were
leased to the U.S.A.'in the Bahamas, in Jemaica , in Barbados
and Trinided and the'inevitablé Americen establishment in a number
of Pacific Islands has led and will increesingly lead to en
"ihtermixture" bf the §§ssessions and power of the two countries.
This in itself is a guaraatee that ﬁerritorially and strategicelly
the interests of the two countries do not fundamentsl ly cohflict.
The e nomic conflict +hich is likely to remain unresolved for
some considerable time cennot in itself Jeopardise fnzlo-
Anericsn relations unattended &s it will be by geogregphicsl 1y
and/or historieal complications and claims.

America, unlike Britsin, is & power of the first maznitude 1
but a predaminantly Americen power. Her world influence without v
world navel end air bases has been up to now intangible and when-
ever it has been exercised it proved'to be feeble and unenduring.
But the results of two‘world wars has impressed upon the Americens
the necessity of establishing their power beyond American shores
and reinforce the admirable defensive position of Ameries with
further defemsi;e rings stretching fer into the Atlantic and
indirectly to Europe and spreading over the Pacific to the borders
of China., With leased bases with occupsation and conquest3bf
territory with messive armaments and so far the monopoly of
atomic bomb production America emerges. in the second ha}f of the
twaat ieth century as a ﬁruly formidable world power. ‘from the
Arab lands, right round the world to the coast of Chins and beyond
the U.S.A. is me&king tle volume of its power felt. Will that power
be a stabilising force in the future or will American isolationism
turn into rabid imperiaelism and try end supplant British domination
or render British power a mere appendage to American omnipotence? ‘
Th¢open ports, the direct connection bhrough the ocean mains to
éll parts of the world the ai:—naval'dominetion of the Atlantie
and the Pacific which are within Amgrica's physical reech and

which cen place American's power into swift contact with ay

point of the globe with the sole exeception of the mmss-lsnd-mass

of northern Europe and Asia, make America one of the decisiﬁe-

factors in world destiny ip aur future

o
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The U.S.S.R. unlike Britsin which is & naval power and Americs

which is both militery, navsl and air pawer, is predominantly a

land power. Potentially the Soviet Union is the strongest and
richest power on earth, and on present reckoning she ranks & power

on an equal gxkk footing with America. But in spite of it; size-

and pawer, actusl end potential, the U.S.S.R. is not a world power

of the magnitude of the other tw . The U.B:8.R, 1§ en imprisoned
gient with itsinfluence confined within its own regions and not
"directly" brouzht to bear upon other communities. ‘Even it ¥ts
influence is bound to grow upon the border states, still those stetes
canqot be encompessed by thsat influence in the same way that naval
ﬁower can which is both intangible and potent., Americé and Britdn
with their navies cen exercise far more influehce, letus‘say upon
distant Ireq or-Persia than the U.5.S.R. which is nést door. Am
when it comes to points relatively rq@oved from the U,S3.3.R. then the
latter's influence is practically non-existent - influence that is

to séy that springs directly or.indireetly from the existénce of
power,

The U.S.S.K. in spite of her immense size of uninterripted
compactness is almost compietely Jandlocked. Modern U.S.S.R. in
spite of her greal power is hardly in any different position as far
as the elusive world-skirting sea influence is concerned from the
old Tsarist Embire. - Ever since Russia begen to expand from a small
inlend state in the neighbourhood of Moscow and drove the Tertar in-
vaders eastwards stavted her drive to the S8ea. The expansi on war both
Nort h-eastwerds and southwards. To the East, the Russian pursming
the invaeders pushed steadily into “iberie, and Russian Cossacks ”
wére on the Pacific Ocean before théy were on the Blsagk Seé. That
urge to :the sea has been interpreted by Western 6bservers to be the
dominant characterisktie of Fussian poliey during the la st Tew
centuries, But whatever the motives behind that arlve the drive
itself has been resisted with unabated obstinacy by the Western powers
particularly by Great Britein. The drive itself and the ppposition

that it hed excited which at times made Russia face the whole of

Europe resulted in Some form of Russian isolationism whieh for

centuries have kept that country outside the main “uropean politieal

I}
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social and economic cross -currents,

The physical aspect of the power of the U,S.S.R. from the ’
standpoint of world problems is, unlike the two other powers
(Great Britaim and the U.3.4,) severely restricted. A look at the

map will CQHV1nc= anybody of this serious draw back of the UasFe SRl &

if she is to play her co-equel share in world security and

" internat ional stability and peace., Seapower with the attendant

bases is stiil, and is llkely to remain for some considerable t ime

_the key to world peace and the means of enforeing peace; it is

equally important in the promotion of trade and the steady and
irrgsistible rapprdchement amoné'péoples. But fbn@eapower, whether
naval or commerciasl to play its part it reéquires the unrestricted
use of sea lanés,othe reguisite bases and points d'appui the
freedom of the oceans. How is the U.S5.S.R. served in that
direction? Indeed ver§ basdly. The tw main sea "ways oup" from
the Baltic and the Black Sez are both through partially closed
seas, the exixté of which sre not underhen control, The*
Skegerrag is dominatéd bv Denma;k and the Kiel fansl runs thmw ugh
German territory. FromythevBlack Sea the-outléts of the
Bosporus a@and the Dardanelles are unJer-Turkiéh Sovereigntey. - The
Caspian sea is landlocked and her greéatest inlgnd waterwsy the

Volga flowing into the Caspian ses leadexx thus to nowhere, To the

-nar th the Argtic ocean for alme t the vhole of the year limits

navigetion to & comple te standstill with sthe sole exeeption of the
ports of Murmansk snd Petsamov- inevitably of ljmited and restricted
importanee - which are ice-free *ports, To the south, between the
U.S5.5.R. and the Persien Gulf and the Indien Ocean stend Persig,
Afghanistan and the Novth West mfoVinces of Indie. Equally
restricted is the U.S.3.R.'s ses posiuion in the Far East, Up to
the cgpitulation of Japan, Vliadivostock and/the whole eastern
weaboard of the Soviet Union was effectively enclosed by the chain
of Japanese isleands Stretching from the sout erhmost tip of

Kamchatka for three thousends miles.down to. Formosa, 4 soviet .

ship in war or peace had to pass through the Korean straits or

through the Kurille chain, both Eaéanese dogiinatdd before reaching



ey

B

» | the freedom of the open ocean. With the defeat of Japan and the
establ ishment of the U.S.3.k. in Southern Sakhalin and the Kurille
Islands an open Soviet window .o the Pacific ocean has been
eétablished. That window leads through the/inhospitable Yakutsk sea.
Thas@ﬁpe U.S.5.R. oceupying a sixth of the world's surface has only
tyo unreszrictéd openings to the broad sea, one in the north-eastern
tip of the Scendinavian peninsula and the other in the Pacific Ocean
south of Kamchatka.

In contra-disginction the U.5.4., is nos anchar ing its defensive
power in the Ryuku uslends -almost to the shaes df China, and behind
it is & series of isidbids stretching to Hewei which form an admirable
defensive and of fensive region and pwovide the U.S.Aa:wiuhbinnumerabl ¢
air and naval bases, Lower down, in the souterh Pecific, the U.S.A.
power reaches to the regions of Austrelesia., (To all intents and
purposes,'from the.standpoint of bare pover the Pacifie is
becoming an American Lake. Throughout.all that %ast sea as well
a8 dn. the Caribbean'American power {8 supreme and its influence is
relatively prependerant iq the Atlantic. In suech ‘& /position the

. U.S.A. cen exercuse admittedly at times indirect but nevertheless :
potent influence in the sheping of events throughout the whole
American cont inent as well as in the countries washed by the

Atlentic and Pacific Oceans.

‘Great Britein finds herself in the second helf of the
twentieth century almost in the_same advantageous situation as she
hal after the Nepoleonic wars: with only one exception - that her
inflﬁencein the Americen continent has venished and if its is to be
,felatively peasserted it has to be done with U,S.A. indi lgence,
British sea power, with the collapse of Italy and the eliminétion
of the Iteliah navy and the great weakening of France dominates the
Mediterranean and skirts thevwarld promontory from Gibraltar to
3ingapore round the coast of Africe. Indonesia becomes a kind of
no;man's—land between the swa power of Great Britein and the U,S.A.

Such is the world piettre if one looks beneath the covering of

words and wishes and'sees the bare bones of power at the end of the

second world war., As such it means that in every case U.S.S.R.

forces have to be used under the world Sécurity Orgem isstion for
L : T
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malntaininﬂ peace oF for exprting coﬂpulSlon to woulq;be aggressors
i 5

'3 in the ‘future, those forees; é%ve where ghere is terndhoklél

o .

<'contigu1ty will be the hostages of Brltaln.pr Amerlca. THe'U SR

has no-world bases. Her ships have to use the baees ©of herm allﬂes

s ‘ . .

v o dr collab rators somethlng'thch is not a right %ut a prﬁwilege. -
‘ ’

Cons&quently there cannot be harmonious world co-ogarstion between

v i s
the three Great Powers where such a geogrephical military dlsparnty i

' ‘e
The wh ole complex of world power harmony pentras round the W

exists.
question of control of the seaways. Are they to remain tle S, 'S
exclusive right of individusl Powers with the consequent uneven ¢ !
- !, v
distribution of world suthority snd the attendant friction and ' . 3
sonflict or are they to become the propérty of some international
: .
authority for example, the world security organisat ion {Security - :
_ 3 ¥ »
— Council) in order to promote world hermonv. .
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world's first socialist state its influence is great but indirect.
Possessing a more or less self-sufficient economy and compr ising
territorial unity, internai changes and developmenys can influence
the outside world indirectly by example only.  Behind that example
does not lie contact which is the thin edge 6f power.

Therefore whatever the three biggest Powers do now and are

likely to dd in the fiture is bound to have incalculable influe nce

upon the entire planet. A concerted policy anong them based on
realisable aims will confer the cherished blessings of security,
peace and progress on humanity. Prolon; ed and susteined disagreement
and entegonism will result in instability, stringency and eventually
anot her and more dreadful holocaust. The world might then truly plunge
jnto Armageddon!

Is such concerted policy emong the|three prinqipal Powers
feasible? Unfortunstely angfy streams of suspicion and mistrust
still flow between them, To bridge them, or at least to give the
appearance of bridging them was gompe ratively easy while the war was
on. The dire ‘question of survival or subject on put every other
consideratio; in the bakkground. Harmony was established. But it
was a dédeeptive harmony, With the endi ng of the war poiicy ceased
to be looked at from bthe standpoint of the world's crying demands
but through the dusty prism of Foreign Offices archives from which
ﬁhe formulators of policy are hardly able to lift their ‘eyes.

The el imination of the Axis, Germeny, Itely and Japan, from the
list of reckonable Powers has left a foid in the warld of precarious
balances and brought the three vietorious powers, which for so long
before looked or scowled at each othér from behind safe distances
into proximity and contact.' As threre was nothing ready-made to fill
the k¥ void andpreserve a form ef stability the angry curren ts were
stepped where they were by the "oppesing fear", @Hhus a balance
brsed on mutusl fear has been found. But as fear is the worst
possible guide to futurec poliey and ‘as it is the sure road to anarehy
men Began to feel less secure with the ending of the war thén they

were when rockets, bombs and shekls were flyjng about. If tris

feeling of insecurity continues then €entrsl Europe, Indonesia e d

Jepan will becoue a vast "mgrsh" and what is on either side of them
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world's first socialist state its influence is great but indirect.
Fossessing a more or less self-sufficient economy and compr ising
territorial unity, internal changes and developments can influence
the outside world indireetly by example only.  Behind that example
does not lie contact which is the thin edge of power.

Therefore whatever the thrae‘biggest Powers do now and are
likely to dd in the fmtﬁre is bound to have incalculeble influe nce
upon the entire planet. A concerted policy anong them based on
reglisable aims will confer the cherished blessings of security,
peace and progress on humanity. Prolon: ed and susteined disagreement
and eantegonism will result in instability, stringency and eventual ly
another and more dreadful holocaust. The world might then truly plunge
into Armageddon!

Is such concerted policy among the three prinqipal Powers
feasible? Unfortunately angfy streams of\ sSuspiecion snd mistrust
still flow between them., To bridge them, or at least to give the
appearance of bridging them_was coilps ratively easy while the war was
on., The dire ‘qgestion of survival or subject on put every other
consideratio; in the bakkground. Harmony was established, But it
was a déceptive Earmony, With the ending of the war poiicy ceased
to be looked at from the standpoint of the world's cerying demands
but through the dusty prism of Foreign Offices archives from which
the formulators.“of policy are hardly able to lift their 'eyes.

The elimination of the Axis, Germeny, Itely and Japan, from the
list of reckonable Powers has‘left a ﬁoid in the world of precarious
balanees and brought the three viectorious powers, which for so long
before looked or scowled at each othér from behind safe distances
into proximity and contact.- As there was nothing ready-made to fill
the k¥ void andpreserve & form ef stability the angry currents were
stepped where they were by the "oppesing fear". Hhus a balance
brsed@ on mutusl fear has been found. But as fear is the worst
possible guide to future policy and -as it is the sure road to anarchy
men Began to feel less secure with the ending of the war thén they

were when rockets, bombs and shegkls were flyyng about., -If tris

feeling of insecurity continues then €entral Europe, Indonesia and

Jépan'will become a vast "mqrsh" and what is on either side of them
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will become "glacis"™ of individual beig powers. Then all points of
eontact between the three Powers will become points of conflict end
tension will mount till either sanity will preveil ZXx or universal
explosion will result.

‘hat is the driving forece behind this apperent drive for the

~divisi on of the world into three powerful constellations? 1Is it that

so-gal led community of interest fall into the pattern of dominetion

and Dbecome a scheme of Empire? Or is it due to the ma ern

pernicious cdnception that the deflenge of any given power extends

far beyond its own frontiers, embraces adjacentAberritories and pushes
on beyond that ad infinitum? If we accept t'e principle that the

active defence, in distinction to tﬁe passive defence of the U.S.A. must
be anchored in the Ryuku Islands and =% Anglo-AmeriEan defénce must

Be §tretched\somewhere to the depths of Eastern Europe, a line

runaing from the Baltic to the Black Sea and embracing Poland and
Rumenia, then on the same principle the "active defence"of the

U,S5.3.,R. must be pdshed to the Atlantic seesboard in Europe and to the

Alaskén and Cem edian shores in the Pacific. In that case the whole

thing becomes an unholy mix-up and instead of the big Powers becoming

trustees of peéce they become the real or noninal bosses, but neverthe-
less, bosses of the smaller states. Nat ional sovereignty will go by
the board and the elock of human progress pushed beack. /

The student of polities.cannot fail to realise the

.g8ignificence of the focel bpoints of econfliet being in Centrsl Europe,

the Baslkans, the liddle Last end the Far Zast, pe rticularly China.
They do not embrace any of the countries of South Americe or the
Western seaboard of Europe or the Continent of Africe. Confliets
might be in those places but they do not carfy in themselves the seed
of‘wofld ‘ar. TEvents in South Ameriecs might interest the U.5.4. and
to an extent Britsin, but the latter has to piay a seconigry and
subordinete role tothe U,S.A. bﬁt at least she ean clasdm a voice,
Eyents in the Miidle Fast, Syria or Palestine interest Great Britain
and to an extent the U,3.A, although the latter can play a secﬁndary
role but can nevertheless claim and demend the "right" to‘heve a

" . . 1' 3 f . - - -
co-equal share in regponsibility. And yet if the Soviet Union will

- k)
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demend a proportional ¥oice in South Ameliéan events on Ghe
principle of big-Power equality and world responsibility the
R reaction of Great Britain and Aneri ca will be catastrophicelly
adverse. Even in the Middle Fast vhich is térritorially near
3 to the Soviet Union and fbf which geogra@hieally and strategicel 1v
1t iy Qitally arfedted, the Soviet Union can haze‘no voice, or at
legst, is.not given a voicg. And yet Gt. Britaein and the U.S.A.
| ‘ iigmandnot only a voice but the arrangegent of the problems of
' Eaétern Zurope not according to the U.3.S.R.'s or the peoples
P' doncerned‘wishes but according to their (Gt. Britein and the U.3.A's)
satisfaction. Thus equelity of responsibility in world affairs
| is interpreted that the U.S.3.R, ,should cease to be interested in
anything outside the U.S5,3.R. while the rest of the world is
conditioned by Anglb-American preésure and/or guidance,
Stripped of all the high-soundi ng words and moral utterances
s abdut‘democracy, representative institutions, peopleis will ete,
, with which the iSsueslof Central and Eéstern Europe and dlso of
Chine are clothed, the bere faot emerées that it iz the "unpxpressed"
will of the United Kingdom &nd ofthe U.S.S. to 'impréson the U,3.5.R
within the confines of its state frontiers. Nothing less than
that will suffice in~bhe ?yes of the pursuers of such poliey, to
ensure big three co-operstion. But such an urge fundamentel ly
conflicts with the principle of equelity of* responsibility and
undoes all the results of the war. It even gbes further than.
the surrendering of the entire world to éngl§-American influence;
it presupposes that the U.S.S.R. equally bows before the above =z
combination. Realisation of such a'policy is fraught'with
dire potentialityges. It ignores and anfagonises a big country
and violates the oft expreséed but hardly ever honoured principle
thet peoples.should be allowed to determine thel r own destiny.
Under Anglo-Americsn world omnipotence the so-cal led detemining
of ones destiny will' be fashioned according to the wishes og‘the
Big Two. /

Apart- from the fact that such a policy is both impracticable

and impossible of realisetion, it is not one that will presefve
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peace, It is rather one which will ultimately lead to war,

When one exanines cursorily the vhole world scene one
comes to the startling realisation that there appears to be no
profound conflicts of interest among the Great. Powers. Britain is
separated from the U.S.A. by three thousand miles of ocean and both
are separsted from the Soviet Union by the sub-continents of
Europe and China. EZach of them, if we ine lude Britain and the
Commonwealth possess vast territories, huge resources and are
gapable of immense advancement ani econoaic prospérity. No one
eovets the territory of the other. The logic of economics,
particularly it one takes the short range viem,‘éhould render
harmonious co-operation inevitable. The U.S.A. could find great

markets in the 3Soviet Union, Zastern Burope, China and the.unde—

veloped parts of fihe Western Europsan Bmpires. Britain could
equally find a great outlet for her products and provide in turn a
m rket for the Soviet Union snd EBastern Europe as well es within
her Empire. World-wide esdvencement as well as the rapid economic
expansion of the big &k= powers themselves depend on the fruitful
gconomie cé-operation. Why then if economically and territorially
the three great countriaé do not come-iﬁto coﬁflict, should there
be that seemingly, unbridgeable chasm amongst them? Economical 1y
j.e. from the standpoint of the 19th centﬁry discréditedveconomics
of ldssez-faire - there might be considerable antagonism and
ult imstely friction between Gt. Britain énd the U.S.A., but there
is none thet one can at least foresee between the above tvwo and
the U.5.5.R. Politically, however, Gt. Britein becomes almost an
appendage to U,S.A. policy towards the U.S,S5.R, i.e. there is
politically an _.apparently inex-licable hostility of the U.,S.4,.
to the U.5.5.R, o which Britasin plays the role of & planet to the
American sun.

Seeing that conditions of harmony are hard to materiaslise
t'e historisn csn only examine the causes'of the antagonism and
lay bare the roots of en ellZpervading suspicion wrich eonditi ons
policy. In Pact this is the only velid methed by which one can

go beneath the surface of tlings and examine the sub-soil upon
!

which hes grown this suspicien that hag hardened into policy.
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Thé history of the relations of the different countries are aiso
important becsuse the Foreign Of ices hseve their views moulded by
the contents of memo:anda andfiles, dusty volumes of precis and
documents that streteh back whole decades and even cénturies.
Therefore what happened in the pest, right or wrong, which has nd
been ékpreésly repidiated, but alloved to continue or Iapse into
disuetude, helps to mould opinions for those who are directly
responsible for formulating policy.

It is an inevitable accompaniment of a foreign policv that

it does not only affect the life and destinies of the nat ions which

fathered that policy but that it equally affects the lives of other
peoples, We can say that the Eastern Mediterrsnean must be under
British doaminstion or influence because it is paramount to Briti sh
iéperial security. But what happens then to the Egyptia's, the
Palestiniéns,'the Syrians, the Cypriots.etc? Must they remein

the abject pawns in the geme of big Tawer securigy? So far Foreign .

Poliey has been following the slippery path of trying to hermonise these!

two inecompatible tendencies, fhat of the security as it at a given

time understood by the dominent nation and thet of the demand of
subordinate people for  a full control of their affairs; That
hermonising hes been effected sometimes by force, sometime s by
cajolery, sometimes by concession bgt les remained essentially
unstable and)a fountainheéd_of tension. A’tension tha;,prdgresses
Wwith cumulstive effecﬁ and makes for world-wdde instability,
sgtéengphening the antsgonism of the big poweré end leading to WaIL.n

This insistence upon the seéurity of the vital_iﬂterrsts of the

‘nost powerful states involves en illiberal and arbitrery treetment

of the weaker nations. And as such, it mdces the prospect of an
internat ional order an elusive chimera,

When we examine the relations of Gt. Britain,thé U.5.4A. apd
the U.3,S.R. among themSelves and théir polic& vis-g-vis the rest

, .

of the world we must always bear in mind thet their allisnce amd
éo-operatibn did not evolve peacefully as a result of natural
growth but Eas been foreed upon them by tﬂe aggressive powers,

As such it has wo rked more or less efficiently in war. But with'thé

coming of peace we find that the negative basis of war-time
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cooperation has disappeared and historic antagonisms have come to
the_fore. That historical antagonism, springing from diverse and
~eonflieting policies and interests is pa rticularly deep—rboted
betﬁeen.Gt. Britein and the U.S.5.R. They are not so long-
standing neither sa deep-rooted betieen the U.S.3.R. and the U.S.A,
-And yet the U.S.A. is now the pxim chief enti-Soviet influence.
Yhe mantle of the anti-Russian poliey if Pitt, of Palmerston,
and of Disraeli has fallen upon L'e State Department vhich today
appears to try to play in the world the same role that Great Britain
pleyed in the 12th century, i.e. of being constent in its anti-
Russian pursuits and st£i§ing for a balmce of power in the rest of
the world. This is not a mere rhétbrical Statement )but is horne
out by the facts of U.S.A. policy. The demand «fer further bases}in
the Pacific, end presumebly lger on in the Atlantic, the maintenance
of aver-WQElﬁing forces in & constant state of preparedness, the
unwillingness to share the meanfdfacturing secrets of the atomie bombx
the forbidding of direct or indirect eoncerted setion by_the other
allies in areas consifiered to be within the Americen orbit, and the
insistence on a voiee in the-umfolding events in Eastern ZEurope and
the meddlingim in the internal affairs of Chinsa. A1l these are
pértents of the new American attitude to world problems. Great
Britain has factually surrendered all her peevious world influence
and meddling to America with the exception of the Mediterrsnean
zone, and plays in general questions a secondery and faithful role
to the American protagonist. The U,S.A. protests about .the @Govern-
ments esteblished after liberation in Hungsry, Rumania, Buléaria afe s
Gt. Britein follows suit. The U.S.A, recognises the Hungerien
Government andthe Austrian Government. Brit%in follows suit. - In
all cases in international affairs on the morrow of victory wherever
there hass been any single instance by which some form of pressure
could heve been brought to bear upon the Sovi-t Union, the UlS.4,
led the way and Britein followed. Cooparation and uﬁderstanding
there must be and not oanly among the two of the Great Powers but

amongst them all, but that coope rat ion must be based on equality

and not on pronouncement by the one side and acceptance by the other.
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The lack of variance in Anglo-Americsn relations tewards the
U.S.S.R. is hardly in itself a commendable fact. It would have
been commendable had there been a fundamental harmony and coopgration
in every aspect of esconomic socisl and political life, As it has
been unfolding in the decisively formative period of the_end of the
global war @t, Britain -U.S.A. oooperacion hgé been one of community

in antipathies pnly.

British-Russian antegonism is not in itself explosive or
even untimately unresolved. It only becomes so when American tenden-
eies come into play. Baut in itself British-Russian suspigion and
mistrust,is by far the strongest contributor to'world instability.
Expressed 1in geographical.termqthis tension covers an area forming a
semi-circle and stretching from the North Cape ﬁia Central Eun;pe;
the Danube Valley, Asia Minor, Iren end Afgbanisﬁan, ie. from tle
Aretic region to the desoleate Himalayan uplands. (Tle Far Eastern
area, another point of British-Russian friction has now become en
Americen preserve and a point of American-Russien frietion). What-
ever heppens in thsat vast region of the glove is directly & conecern of
hoth Powesrs according to contemporary reckoning. But acceptance of
this fact renders the peoples of these countries under certsin
compulsion to so regulate their lives as to conform to éhe wishes
of two Great Powers when it principle it should be that the peoples
concerned should be allowed to determine thei r future under conditions
of freedom both in the external and internall! fieid.

In Lord Baldwin's premiership the frontisrs of England were
on the Rhine. Now they have extended not only to,the Elbe but one
ecan say to Bhe‘Vistula and -the Danube. Such an extension of the
security frontier i@plies direct and indirect intervention in the affairs
of all states within that region, and promotes counter-measures by
other interests.

The origins of British-Russian antagonis, are hard to defihe
They go back into the dark past. There is no natural and/or historical

1

reason why it should ® so. Those who delight in seeing a certain

fundamentel cleavage between Hast and West which cennot be bridged
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‘refrain from facing the logicel conclusion of thetr argument or

”~

postulate theli r principles clearly thst in that case the only
solution to the World'é ills is for the Bast to 'conqueT the‘West

pr vice versa. As this 1s supposed to:-be impractichﬂle, the next
best thing is & patechwork arrahge ment which will keep the
fundémenfal iast—ﬂest conflict in being. But when one sees beneath,
the surface of thinés one finds thet theterms REash and West are im
meaningless expressions except as & geog;aphical designetion. f
There is not the implied unity Which will render them, at this stage,
close knit entities, Germany - atléast Nestern Germany - '‘Britain,
Frence, Spain and Ikely are Jestern Fowers. Their unity, or lack of
it, has been smply demonstrated in the last few centuries. Britein
and Japan are Fast and West Powers and yet they have been allies and

friends both in peace and war, Britein and Busdsia are also Best and

Q)]

West countries but although they havé been &gliays st loggerheads'in

'peacetineb in thethree mejor convuls ions.of the last 150 years - the

Napoleonic end the~first and second world-wars, they fought side by
gide. In the same period they enly went to war one against eaeh '
other*- the Crimean war, If that is so then this antagonisﬁ does
not constitute part of the naﬁire of things eand neither is fb

condit ioned by geogrephical end historicel factors whieh canot be
a¥oided., They sre deep-rooted mistrusts springing from nothing .
more than the./Sgheme of Empires which has been strengtheﬁed by
historie traditions and geogrephic ceuses. Had Russia remained the
small Muscovite stete of the 16th century there would have been no
Tast to West antagonism. Had Pritaiﬁ kept out of the lied iterranean

and the lliddle Zast there might not heve arisen the #nglo-Russien

9

conflict. Had there been an accomodating British attitude over the

Med iterranean area, similar to that shown by Bmitain to Freance,
, . the
Germeny, Belgium and other countries in Africa[ Anglo-Russian

confl iect might have been reésolved long ago.
The distinection one can draw betveen East and Weéest is that
whereas in the West we have clearly defined national and steate

entities’yin the East the situation is flore fluid. Gt., Britein,xapk

X EX XXX R X EX KB AR XXX XB N XN RS X I B NA B X R EBHES



whieh the Germasns were actvally in complete domination, wheraver s (.2
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' . . -

France, Spain, Porgugal, end to.a‘hsSSér extent Italy, thé .

f Netherlands, Denmérk etc., are and have been clearly defineg states ’
* with more or less definite geogrq)hicé. garriers‘or hisﬁgricany ’
yestablished frontiers - as is the-case of ﬁortugal. For sé#efal ' i
now . ' e . ‘

position is less stsble, The ebb and flow of conquesSts, the"

.

centurles/%hla situation has remajned vel id.  But dn the Egst the ° 8
il
“
spreading and overlspping of popula tions with distinet cultures o j

and traeditions over the barrierless European plains and the g
A} ‘_

river velleys of central eand south-eastern Europe have left no

cleerly defined lines of national cultures. In the Jest the 4nglo- -

. -

Jexpn or Teﬁtonic element after centuries of struggle against the i
Letin West reached a stagé of accepted territorial eqilibrium, . ; i
Since Qmeen lary lost Caleis there have been no British attempts :
to have possessions ecross the Chamnel, - With the sole excep'tion ; 1,
of the Rock of Gibralter, no pert of Spenish territory has beéh

coveted by Britsin. The same applies to the other countrles g8 : 4

regards Britein. In the East oneshas to reacnber thet the boundury

hetween the Germeniec tribes and the Slavs was, at the it ime of ' e
Charlemsgne, the River Elbe and thet both Berlin and Viemna now .
stand in ereas which were 3lav areas in early medieval times, . + ° ! ﬂ

aince “then the Germgus ‘heve spread eastwards, engulfing and dunlnatimg 4

Slavic peopie. The Germens through the centuries made a three-pronved
._\
sdvence eastwaréd; one down the Danube Valley, the sefond across .
- | SO b
the European plein beyond the Elbe, the Oder and almos t towards

the Vistula, and the third scross the Baltic coast aluost into the
Gulf_of'FinlEnd. 'And beyond tlese utmest reacies of Teutonie séttle;
ment there haée been established scattered but compasct Germnan . P
communitiesfin the<Best. Befére the 1939 wer there was Gerﬁan
communities in Poland, Bghechoslovekia, Yugoslavia, Hungary, | e 1.8
Rumania, Bessaraéia,’Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, White Russia, tle

Volga Region ofs Russia and the Ukraine. Apart fromsthe areas over:-

]

they have ,settled they were lqndlcrds or merchants. They were,hot .'; f
assimilated by the surrounding-people but remeined & d minahé " & '..i
- - .

nationﬁl mlnorlty" enjoying a privileged po&.tlon anid sub)ect "”,i

g . un W

. . ’ g \' ".'
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