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Evolving concepts of 

libraries -

continuity & innovation

Library as living room

Mediatheque

Idea Store

Learning Resource Centers

Athenaeum/Mouseion

Learning Commons/joint use facilities



Design themes and 

user needs

1. Symbolic significance

2. Cultural & community centers

3. Warmth, light, comfort, functionality

4. Learning spaces
– Collaboration and content creation 

– Reference and information commons

– Learning Commons

• Joint use facilities

• coordinated curricular support



1. Symbolic significance

• Make an architectural statement

• Reflect: 
– institutional values

– community identity

– uniqueness of a campus, a locale, a region



Centre Pompidou, 
Paris



Centre Pompidou, Paris



Rotterdam Public Library



Rotterdam Public Library



University of Thessaly, Papastratou



University of Thessaly, Main Library



Biblioteca Catalunya, Madrid



Biblioteca UNED, Madrid



Mediatheque Jose Cabana,
France



Cerritos Library, Los Angeles



Cerritos Library, Los Angeles
Concierge



Cerritos Library, Los Angeles
Teen Area



Cerritos Library, Los Angeles
Adult Nonfiction



Cerritos Library, Los Angeles
Adult Nonfiction 



Cerritos Library, Los Angeles







2. Cultural and 

community centers
Cultural events

Art and exhibitions

Agents in community building

Gathering spaces, social spaces 

Cafes

Joint use facilities



Oslo University of Arts and Sciences Library

















Amstelveen Public Library and Art Lending 
Center, Netherlands



Vancouver Public Library, B.C.



Vancouver Public Library



Rotterdam - moveable shelves



Rotterdam Public Library



Library 10, Helsinki



Library 10, 
Helsinki

Recording 
Studios



Library 10, Helsinki
Performance Space



Charter House, Copenhagen



Charter House, Copenhagen



Charter House, Copenhagen



Charter House, Copenhagen



3. Warmth, light, 

comfort, & functionality

High ceilings, natural light

High design and finishes 

Design for comfort and sociability

Comfortable furniture 

Cafes

Outdoor spaces



Oslo University of Arts and Sciences Library
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Oslo University of Arts and Sciences Library



Amstelveen Public Library and Art Lending 
Center, Netherlands



Amstelveen Public Library and Art Lending 
Center, Netherlands



Seattle Public Library, Rem Koolhaus



Seattle Public Library, Rem Koolhaus



Trinity College (CT, USA) Fusion Cafe



Carlsbad Public Library, California



Charter House, Copenhagen



Morton Arboretum Library, Illinois



Agnes Scott College Library, Georgia



4. Learning spaces 

4.1 Collaboration and content creation

4.2 Reference and information commons

4.3 Learning Commons

4.3.1 Coordinated curricular support

4.3.2 Joint use facilities



Collaboration 

and 

Content Creation



Reed College Library (USA)
student carrels personalized



Bentley College Library



Vancouver Public 
Library



Bentley College Library Study Room



Bentley College Study Room Reservation System



Bentley College Study Room Reservation System



Quinnipiac University Classroom/Lab



Lafayette College Technology Studio



Lafayette College Technology Studio



Reference 

and 

Information Commons



Rotterdam PL



QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Carleton College Research/IT 
Information Commons



Wellesley College Information Commons

Txt



Wellesley College Information Commons



Bucknell University, PA
Information Commons



Bucknell’s Information Commons





Bucknell’s Information Commons



Learning Commons

Coordinated curricular support

Joint use facilities



Dartmouth College, Baker Library



Dartmouth College, Baker Library



Dartmouth College, Baker 
Library



Dartmouth College, Baker Library





Dartmouth College, Baker Library



Dartmouth College, Baker Library



Dartmouth College, Baker Library



Dartmouth College, Baker Library



Dartmouth College, Baker 
Library, GIS Lab



Middlebury College Library, 
Learning and Teaching Center



Middlebury College Library
Office of Sponsored Research



Trinity University, TX, 
USA
Kinko’s business services 
center in the library



San  Jose State University and Public 
Library



San  Jose State University and Public Library



Bibliotecha Alexandrina



The 
End



Georgia Tech (USA) 

Seminar/Study Room



Columbia Univ., Education Library 



Wellesley College Library



Wellesley College Library



FURNITURE









Carleton College Research/IT Room



Rhodes College Reference/Info 
Commons furniture



Columbia Univ., Education 
Library 



Columbia Univ., Education Library 



Culinary Institute of America Library



Seattle Public Library, Rem 
Koolhaus

























Emory University Library











Rotterdam PL













Emerging elements of 
the learning commons

Collaborative spaces/group study
Reference spaces
Information commons
Gathering spaces
Service partnerships and co-locations



Co-locations 
and

Emerging Partnerships



Trinity 
College, CT

Trinity College, CT



Dartmouth College, Baker Library



Rhodes College



Wellesley College 
Library



San  Jose State University and Public 
Library



Wellesley College Library



Bentley College



San  Jose State University and Public 
Library







Agnes Scott College Media Services



Culinary Institute of America Library



Middlebury College Library



Middlebury College Library



Middlebury College Library



Middlebury College Library



Trinity College, CT



Vancouver Public Library, B.C.
traffic jam



Vancouver Public Library, B.C.
staff gym



Vancouver Public Library, B.C.
staff gym



Carlsbad, CA Public Library



Carlsbad, CA Public Library



Carlsbad, CA Public Library





Collaborative learning:
group work 

reference spaces
information commons
learning commons???



Seattle Public Library, Rem Koolhaus
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Seattle Public Library, Rem Koolhaus



Seattle Public Library, Rem Koolhaus



Seattle Public Library, Rem Koolhaus









LANDSCAPES/OUTDOOR 

READING










