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When | began thinking about the topic - “The need for library edu-
cation” - it seemed to me to be such an obvious subject that | had
some difficulty deciding what to say.

To go into librarianship you must prepare yourseif for it. In most
countries, librarianship is a professional field, but in Cyprus it is not..
yet. Most librarians around the world have at least a bachelors or mas-
ters degree in library science. f you want to prepare yoursell for profes.

sional work you should expect to educate yourself for that profession.

Several years of higher education is needed in order to prepare for
the job of a librarian. That is, you need to study -

1) What is done in libraries
2) Why it is done

3) How libraries operate in other countries and in other parts of your
own country

4) The literature of the field of librarianship. There are thousands of
books in thig field

5) The books you're likely to have on the library shelves. The literature
of each subject field covered by the library and the subject matter
which these books cover, eg., if you're working in a chemistry li-
brary you need to know something about chemistry.

All of this is obvious and ciear. { should point out also tihat in cer-
tain countries it is not optional whether you obtain a iibrary education o
not; a library degree or cerlificate i5 required by law. You canngt have a
librarian's job unless you are certified o; have a library science bachelor
or master's degree. There are cerfain situations where, if you take such
a job and do not have the proper degreas, your library will be penalized.
The library budget will be cut by the governmernt because they are hir-
ing an unaccredited and under-educated librarian.

The subjects that you should study cover the job of the Lbranan.
You need 1o study:-
- The publishing world, i.e. study how what kind of boeks are pub-
lished.

- The source of supply of the primary material used.

- Principies of selecting books need to be learned and how the library
selects that material.

- Next comes acquisitions, - how do you order books? Ordering books
is difficult in Cyprus. This may suggesi that the area requires addi-
ional study However the whole field of acquisition librarianship has
bheen growing in recent years and is now a challenging field, espe-
cialiy if you are ardering books from abroad.

- Cataloguing is perhaps the most technical part of iibrarianship ana
soma libranans think it is the only pan of the field which reaily requires
study.

- Then the library school student studies the use of the coliection, not
just how to circulate material but how to carry oul reference work. Ref-
erence work is often difficult and depends on your general education. [n
many countries the librarian is required to obtain a bachelor's degree in
a subject field before he/she goes to library schon! because hbrarian-
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ship depends heavily on general and subject field education. In refer-
ence work one cannot answer reference questions intelligently uniess
their subject field is understood.

Relating the user and the material collection is the last phase of the
librarian’s study.

Many African countries require five years of higher education tg
prepare a librarian. Generalily, in Asia four years are required, in Europe
four or fives years. None of these nations expect persons t0 become a
librarian with just a secondary school cerdificate.

There are two Kinds of people working in the library: clarks and li-
brarians. The library is directed and supervised by professional librar-
ians.

- Clerks carry out simple easily learned routine tasks:- Charging out
books, typing catalogue cards and book orders.

Most Cyprus libraries are quite small, but they are growing and the task
of supervising the staft members is growing also.

There are several ways to become a clerk. One way is to star
working in a library and the depanment head teaches the person how to
charge out books, and send overdue notices and why. Ancther way is to
go 1o a two year cotlege to study that subject. In the United States, cur-
ricula in certain community colleges educate library technicians/clerks.
You are taught how to do much of the library's work below the supervi-
sory level. Library clerks, if welt prepared. can handle much of the li-
brary’'s work, thereby freeing the librarian to do professional work. if li-
brarians are simply doing clerical work, their time is wasted and they
are being overpaid. With good ¢lerical staff, librarians can become truly
professional people and provide good service for users than they would
provide otherwise.

- Librarians need to know the usefulness of bocks and how to provide
factual information for peopie on the job. The use of books for recrea-
tion needs to be learnt, also, especiaily in school and public libraries.
The professional needs to learn the relationship between the various li-
brary services, e.g., how does circulation relate to reference work? How
does reference work relate to cataloguing? They all relate c¢losely and
each one depends heavily on the other. If the librarian does not have a
proper background then he/she will find it hard to appreciate how intri-
cate these relationships are.

The librarian is also taught how to study the community, the group
of users, and how to relate it to the library. What does your user group
need in the way of printed material? That is not the same as asking
what the user wants. The user group may want popuiar fiction but what

34



they need is practical non-fiction, so normally the library has some of
both. They must learn how to adjust the library’s book collection, its
staffing and activities to serve these users properly.

One of the ways of serving users preperly is 10 compile bibliogra-
phies on subjects that the users are interested in. Librarians in Library
school learn how to carry out reader's guidance, and assist in locating
material.

| don't know whether or not Cyprus can support a library school,
but | hope it can. Certainly the leading librarians in every country have
attended a library school, and | hope that we can have a library school
in Cyprus soon.

Thank you very much

.

Npdedpog: Thank you very much Dr. Harvey for your very stimulating
speech.

Zulnmon - Discussion

Zovedpocg: Mropeite va pac neite k. FeEwpydvo ToV TPORO £mAoyrHe Twv
poImMTwv 0a¢ ong ayodes BifAtoBnrovoiiac omy EAdada;

k. Fewpyavog: Qi pabnréc nou Bydlouve to Aukelwo xat embuuouvy va
mpoxwpricouy oMy ToToBdBuia exnaibeuon eivar UROXPEWHEVOL va Kd-
vOUV LIa QITnon yia va guuueracyouv otic NaveAAadikes EEETAOc0. TNV
aimari rouc dnAdvouv TIC oxodeg mou embuouy, Kupiwe Twv Navemorn-
giwv, yiari £iuaote gvBpwitol nou BéAocuuc avwrar i1 updAdov 88AouuEe
yapti dyt avearam &xnaibeuon. Balouv Acurov 0Ae¢ Ti¢ flavemornuaxeéc
OXCAEG KM UOTEQRA Npoxwpouy arie OXCAEC twv TEL kat kancu-kanow on-
Awvouv Kk 1O Tuhug BifAoBnkovouias. AvaAoya ue Tic uovadeg, ue Ta
Lopwa dnAadyy nou naipvet! xABe paBnmc ngipvel Geon 0E wia ano Tio
axoAéc nou dniwae. Xro Tunua Biflw8nkovouiac maipvouue 60 nepinou
ognioudactéc 10 £€aunvo, dnAadl kdBe xpdvo naipvouue 120 onoudooTEC.
"Epyovrar enignNe (e kQTOTAKTROES. AUTO Eivar KAnwe evBappuvrikg, ano
GAec oyoldéc. 'Exouue, onwg Eépere. npoBAnua avepylac xai idiaitspa
UETAEL Tewv RTuxtouxwy. ETal pepikol an’'guroud naipvouv T BifAicdn-
KOVOUIQ yia anagxOinarn. Ko nmpayuarika anagyocAouvrar autol nou Pyd-
Jouv T ruriuara BiphoBnxkovouias ce BifAwdnkec. MNavrwge n EMAcYn &i-
vai HE TiC YEVIKECG BEeTdoeIc yi auToug nou Byalouv 1o AUKEID Kal Kara-
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Takmpeg €£eTdoelC v autoug nou Epxovial amd Mavemomiug arou
oncioug divetal Lévo 10% Twv BEGEXRY TV HN MITUXOOXWY GIIOUBAOTHV.
Zuvedpog: Eucic w6 BiBA0ONKdapiot mou £pyalduaore Ot BIBAIOBIIKES yia
va EPBOULE £06 ONHEDO ONUQIvEL NWC voIiafOuaoTe. AEv MOTELR Nwe Ka-
VEVAC anid touc gpvalducsvoug o Biflobrkec Jevdeixyvet 1o xardAAnio
evdiagepo. Baoikd Guwe apdéfAnue mic avanTuine tov SiBAlnkay eival
n SAAEIPN MoTEoEwY Kl iowe n EAACIwn EVOIOQEDOVTOC QITO TOUC 1BuU-
YOVTEC 7100 givan uneuduvorl vuv Sia@popov BIBA0BnKav. Fhoreuw &1 ol
ELEIC EXTOEUTOUME MO CWOTA, NEMIOCOTENC avavkaio sSival va SOcouue
COIOUEVA HaBnuara oroug unedBuvouc wag va udBouv v ayonouv xal va
volddovrat yia Tic BIBAICONKEC xat NEMOOOTEDS ¥id TO HOOOWMKO TOUC
Ma uddouv va volglovTal via 1a IpoBANUGTA ToU TPOOWIIKOU KGi Oiaiodr-
HOTE va EEEULOUY GIKOVOLIKOUEC TOOOUS. XmpiC mMOTwOoEIC 38 yiveror ring-
T3 Oon KuAn GiaBeon Xt av SaBETouv it 000 xGAT EXNMAICEUUEVOL ki av
eivat ot epyadduevol O BifAoBnkes.

£gvedpog: Nopakalo Tov K FEwpoyavo va Hac SiGQericel KGTd mGoo
cueic e0w omyv Kunpo uriopovue va epyacouacts oric BipAiodnxec wac
#ai TAcAAANAG va @OITOUME Kol g€ axCAn GifAwoBnxovouiac orv EAdada
AnAadn va rmyaivouue oty EAAQda uovo yia eEeTaoses.

& Fewpydvog: Ynopxe! kanoia duoxodia we apog 1o £&nc Me 1o onue-
£ive cuomua N oRUAnkn napoucia pEaa omy diBouca BaBUoAoveiTal uE
Auo Babuoug Toug OM0IOUC KATUXUPEVE! o goitnme. Béfaa sivar duvard
vad L 8eAer toue Suo Babuoud kar va ngel via dpora o 8. AAAG kai na-
Al umdpyet n duowkodia 0T TPEREl va GULLETEXE! CE MELIKG “tests™ mou
undpyouv péoa oro EEAUNVO T} O kdnoia gpyadia. flavrwe xarapildcuus
FOOOTIABEId va BIEUKOALVOULE QUTOUC TOU £xouy Kanoia SuckoAia g Tov
AKOAQUEBOC TOOMO: TOUC avAOETOLME KAMTOWI SPyacia Tavw ¢ eva 8Eua
auTrt n epvaocia Ba BabuoloynBei outwe wore va SoBei xanoioc ScBuoc
vig 7T JULLETOXF] TOU KOl yia va WIOpEi va OUUUETEXEL OTig EEeTdogC.
Aura ra gxel ndlet 0 QiAo x.Kwarac Mewpyiou o oneiog mipe To nTUYio
BifAionkovouiac ue XiAe¢ duokoldiee.

Zuvedpoc: AnAadny unopouue va SATIEOUUE OTt O X TEapyiou Bev givii ©
TEAEUTAIOS Fou AMpE TO ATUXIQ TOU UE Baon auTro 1o ouoTnug,

®. FeE@pyavoec: Naviwe ano v Kunpo NdpBav dpkeTol ko Rrav Qe 1oug
xaAcuc arioudaaréc. Me yapad uag 8a BAsnaue ki didouc. H SicukcAuvon
Kai 1 cuunapdaracn eivai TAVTa QUEOIOTT AIT0 ELAC.




