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‘Evag XPNOIHOG EUPWTIAIKOC
enoaupdg oTo AiadikTuo

To 1982 Eekivnoe and v Eupwndikn ‘Evwon n npoonddeia dn-
Hioupyiag evog HEToU anodeATILOMG TOU MEPIEXOEVOU TWV KOL-
VOTIKWV BEOLIKWV Kelgvwy. H mpoomdBela autr anépepe éva mo-
AMyAwoaoo kat ToAuBepatikd Bnoaupd, Tov Eurovoc. Mpdkerral
yta éva Baoikd epyaAeio pe kaBoploTikd PONO 0TV TeKUNpiwon
Kal EUPETNPIaoT TNG Eupwaikrig vouoBeoiag kat AAwv Beoul-
Kwv Tekpnpiwy g E.E. And 1o 1984 £wg 10 2008 £x0Uv dnpoaot-
euBel 8 JLAPOPETIKEG EKSOTELG, WG AVAVEWOELG TWV TIPONYOULLE-
vwv. Zriuepa eivat Slabgaun n €kdoom 4.3 (KukAogopnoe oTig 28
NoeuBpiou 2008) kat anoteAei npoidv cuvepyaoiag Twv eupw-
TIAIKWV BECIKWY OOYAVWV, TWV EBVIKWY KOWVOBOUNWY TWV XWPRWY
HEAWV Kal Twv dlagopwy xpnotwv Tou Eurovoc. AwatiBetat otig
22 enionueg yAwooeg g Eupwnaiknig ‘Evwong kat kKaAUMTel GAoug
TOUG TOEIG OU apopouV TiG SpacTnpIOMTES TWV EUPWNAIKWY
BeOUIKWY OpYAvwv (.X. MOAITIKN Lwr), epIBANAOV, evépyela k.d.).
‘Ocov apopd ™m doun Tou, 0 Bnoaupdq Eurovoc o€ yevikd ermimne-
50 xwplleTal o€ «kepalala» (KUPIOL TOLEL), Tou xapakmpilovrat
e dYnpLo apiBpd kat expuwvnua (.. 04 MOAITIKH ZOH), xat «ut-
KPOBNTAUPOUG» (EMIEPOUG TOLELS), QvayPaPOEVOUS LE TETPA-
ynolo apBud otov omoio Ta dUo npwrta Yneia eival 0 apiBuog
TOU «KEPAAQIOU» OTO OTIOI0 AVAKEL O «IkPOBNCAUPAG», OUVO-
deudpevoq and avTioToLo ekPWVNUA (T, 0406 MONTIKOG TOWE-
ag). O KAaTAAOYOQ TWV «KEPAAQIWV» KOl TWV «UIKPOBNTAUPWY» Ka-
AUrtreL 6Aoug TOUG BACIKOUG TOUEIG TNG KOWWVIKOMOATIKNAG Jwnig
g Evpwnaikig Evwong. H avalitnon twv 6pwv oto Bnoau-
PO YiveTal pe T xprion «Meptypapewv» (BnAadn AEEeIq 1y exppd-
OELG TIOU SNAWVOUV e 0aPr) TPOTIO TIG BACIKES EVVOLEG TOU TOMEA
TIou KQAUTTTEL 0 BNOAUPGG, LY. ALQVIKF) TWF) KOL «LIn TIEPLYOaPE-
wv» (AEEEIQ 1) EKPPACEIG TIOU SNAWVOUVY 0N QUOIKY YAWOTQ €v-

A useful European thesaurus in
the Internet

In 1982 an endeavour of creating a medium of filing the content of
the European Union's institutional texts was launched. Eurovoc ,
a multilingual and multidisciplinary thesaurus, was the outcome of
this attempt. This is a fundamental tool to a key role in the docu-
mentation and indexing of European legislation and other institu-
tional documents of the E.U

From 1984 up to 2008 8 different versions were published as re-
newals of the previous ones. The recent version 4.3 (which was
circulated on 28 November 2008) is the product of collaboration of
European institutional bodies, national parliaments of member-
countries and the various users of Eurovoc. It is available in the 22
official languages of the European Union and all matters relating
to the activities of European institutions (such as politics, environ-
ment, energy and so on) are covered.

As far as its structure is concerned, thesaurus Eurovoc is generally
divided in «chapters» (main sectors), which are consisted of a two-
digit number and an ‘ekfonima’ (e.g. 04 POLITICAL LIFE). Addi-
tionally, «microthesauri» (sub-sectors) exist as part of Eurovoc,
quoted with a four-digit number where the first two digits are the
numbers of the «chapters» where microthesaurus belongs to ac-
companied by the corresponding ‘ekfonima’ (e.g. 0406 political
sector). The list of «chapters» and «microthesauri» covers up all
the basic sectors of sociopolitical life of the European Union.

The search of terms in this thesaurus is feasible with the use of
«descriptors» (i.e. words or expressions that clearly indicate the

VOIEG TAUTOOMEG 1) LOOSUVALES, TL.X. avBpwriva Sikawwpata - Si-
KQUOpaTa Tou avlpwou, 1) Bewpoujieveg otn YAwooa Tou 8n-
0auPOoU WG IOOSUVALES e EKEIVEG TIOU QVTIMPOCWTEUOUV «OL TE-
PLYPAPEIS, TL.X. OKOVOLIKA EEAPTNOT) - OIKOVORIKT aveEapmalia).
O «meplypageag» MePNaUBAVEL TOV YEVIKOTEPO OPO T) TOV «pl-
KpoBnaaupd» eniong Toug elBIKATEPOUG KAt OXETIKOUC Opoug do-
pnuévoug aAeapnTika. Ta mpdTuna ukomoinong nou e@apusd-
omkav yia m dnpuoupyia Tou Bnoaupou eival Ta 1ISO22 2788-1986
23 Kat 1S0245964-1985 25. O Eurovoc KaAUMTTEL ENAPKWS TIG Ba-
OlKéQ avaykeg g Eupwnaikng Evwong kal eEunnpetel ikavo-
NoINTIKA TOUG XPNOTEG, Ol ONO{OL UMOPOUV VA TOV XPNCIHOMOL-
fioouv pe Aveon kat eukoAia. Z1éxoq Tou Bnoaupou eival va
TIPOOQEPEL OTIG UNNPETIEG MANPOPOPNONG Eva EPYAAE(o eupe-
mpiaong, Snuoupywvtag mapdAnAa onueia mpdopaong e m
xpnon eheyxopevou AeEihayiou, mMapeEXovTag oToug XpProTeq M
Suvarémra avalmong kal avakmaong ueang kat €ykupng mAn-
popopiag.

Mapéxetal dwpeav, eivat S1aBETIU0g 0€ NAEKTPOVIKT HopPN
(http://europa.eu/eurovoc) kaL EVNUEPWVETAL TAKTIKA, EVW) WG JEL-
ovexTruaTd Tou Hropouv va BewpnBouv n duckoAia xpriong Tou
and AMEA kat 611 Sev eival «3IaAETOUpPYIKOG» (OO TIOU XPNOolL-
porotettat otnv enotriun g NAnpopopikig ) ue dAloug Bn-
oaupoug.

AEEe1g KAeid1a: Eurovoc, MoAuBeparikog @naaupdq
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main concepts of the sector covered by the thesaurus , e.g. retail
price) and «non-descriptors» (lexical items or utterances which de-
clare identical or equivalent concepts in the mother tongue, e.g.
human rights - rights of the individual person, or what is perceived
as equivalent , in the language of thesaurus , to those of «de-
scriptors» ( i.e. economic dependence — economic independ-
ence). The «descriptor» is composed of the general term or the
«microthesaurus»; moreover, the specific and relevant terms in al-
phabetical order. ISO 22 2788-1986 23 and I1SO 245964-1985 25
were the implementation models which were applied for the cre-
ation of the thesaurus.

The Eurovoc adequately covers the basic needs of the European
Union and serves well the users who can use it in comfort and with
ease. The purpose of the thesaurus is to provide an information
services tool of indexing, which creates access points by using a
controlled vocabulary and offers users the ability to search and re-
cover direct and accurate information.

Free, it is available in electronic form (http://europa.eu/eurovoc)
and is updated regularly and its drawbacks can be the difficulty of
use by people with special needs and the fact that it is not «inter-
operable» (term used in Information Technology) with other the-
sauri.
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