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Cike o qﬂzeece Meets
STYLIANOS KYRIAKIDES

“I knew § Aad to wint”

Wath chis spinit of determination and the
iire ol the Greek cause burning within him,
Styhanos Kyriakides, 1946 winner of Bos-
ton Athlete Association Marathon, came to
Boston from Adhiens ta win tor Gieece that
he mighe then tell (he people of America
that Greeve weeds their help today.

Kyriakides is domg just that. Siace the
moment ot hiv victory atter the 26-mile
raicgmehich he tinished in 2 hours, 29 minutes
.!II([‘;" seeonds at Tacter Strect on ‘illlll'\l.l\'.
Vped 20dh, abhe wimner s siren hionseld
L'(H'“P]L‘II.'I\' gy {h\.' ]'H.'.l\ I\' \L‘]'li.‘ﬂ.{ll!i.' (]f \pl.".'k.‘hl.'\.
nmeetimgs, ‘Lnnl mleryvicws, \i\l"i-\'in‘g .lll]l\l'sl
seeadily fram 2 oo 1o 1o or 11 pom, telbing
the story ot Grecee with an carnestness and
sncerity o purpose that one rarely hinds
today.

"1 don't belong w myself any more,” he
replicd when the [DE OF GREECE sttt
tked about his plans for the tuture 1 g
privace suite at the Hotel Minerva, “1 belony
to Greeee now.” But he will vtav in thes
country just as long as chiere are people who
want to liear about Greeee and help her, 7'l
want to see and meet v many Greeks as |
possiblv can.””

Stylianos Kvriakides iy small in stature
.mdc his weight is muscle. Hiy skin s
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feer and bhsters that he was unpreparal
tor. “This time I win™ he wad,
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trace ot aceent and every onee ina whale.

speaks amazimgly good 1 aglich,
he wall Wlip back into his native tongue. but
b vocabulary and manner ot expression
are supenior wotue of many English-speak -
iny peoples. Through and Through, he i

a seltomade man, e dearped the English

1 period o six months and can
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Winner with the ladies, too!

-

ahed how he Jearned the difficuls language
tnso shore o time, Kyriakides replied, " When
His

braring, manmer, and atdtude are humble

I see out w do -.nmcthing‘ “I do u!t”

and lln.n\lllnin; but his words are vibrant
aod dyvnamic,

Born in Statos villsge, in Paphas, Cyprus
on Jasuary 19th, 1910, Kyvriakides is & bill
collecror tor the Athens-Piragus  Electric
Company and nukes 5000 calls a month,
running or walking from once home 10 an-
ather to make his collections,  There is no
one who can or will take over his job, He
lhas only the highest words of praise for the
American people and their sense of sports-
manship.  When he once ran in the Olympic
wames at Berlin, he met Adolph Hicler and
&« then, the sportsmanship

that  even

o
Jmonyg the Germuans was all for a purpose—
2 purpuse which we were later 1o discover

tor ourselves,
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Editor Mckelatos congritulites the winner as Mr. Caracasis o

Mr. Jeracos look on,

As fur Cundilfnns in (}rcccc. ir is‘ O
trom speaking to Mr. Kyriakides hat o
can fally understand and realize the depl
“TI‘L'I.C

he said, emiphasizing

able state thar the nation 16 in.
Il\llh”lg llll‘l‘('.u
word “nothing” with his fist on the tal
Noching!  While T was in traning, J cos
only have warer to drink three times a wa
There is no food. no clothing, no transpor
von facthues. The Greek War Relief &
UNRRA are doinyg well, bur chere are 7 n
lion people whao are desticute.  Their hor
are destroyed and there are no roads .
more, so that though material can and d.
arrive in Greece, it takes months and o\
longer to distribure it to the various pa
of the country. Donkeys and mules
about the only means of transportation.”
In Seprember of 1933, Mr. Kyriakides o
secand place in the marachon at Greeee,

first plice going to the Rounmanian cha

Mr. Jeracos commends Kyrinkides on his viclory for Gr.




pions after that, he trained all winter and in
March, won four mectings in twa hours’
time. In Apnil he was declared the cham-
pion af Cyprus and received the cup for the
best athlete.

‘My people know that cverything I do
is for Greece,” he told LIFE OF GREECE,
"They love me very much and during the
war when I wanced to buy vegerables or
cloth, they would sav, "Whar can 1 take
trom you?’ and would very often give them
When I decided

to come to America, 1 was going to sell my

to me at little or no cose.

possessions o raise the nevessacy funds but
the Athens-Piracus Electric Company wanted
to sponsor my trip for me. Since my ar-
rival here, 1 have been the guest of George,
Jlarry, and Speare Demeter at the Minerva
Hotel and they have treated me like a king.
| cagpor ¢ven buy my own newspapers.

s point in the interview, the chef ar
the Minerya Hotel, Mr. James L. Kontanis,
entered the room, complete in white apron
and wall white chef’s cap, and Kyriakides
smiled and said, “He’s the winner!”  Kon-
tanis sat down and told how worried he had
been about Kyriakides running in the race.
"He had just come from a hungry country,”
Kontanis said, shrugging his shoulders, “]
was afraid for him but I told him he was
going to win and I fed him and fed him
so that he would. I fed him steaks that
he hadn't scen for years. He's done 1 won-
derful thing for Greece!” Wich that, Kon-
tanis slapped Kyriakides on the back, shook
hands all around, and left to cook a steak for
the marachon winner.

Cables arrived hourly for Kyriakides.
Whiibeing interviewed by us, several ar-
rived, one from the company which sent

Nicholas Caracasis and Kyriakides become close friends.
Curucasis later presented the winner with gifts and tokens of
upprecintion 10 take home 10 his children, Demetrios and Helen.

BOSTON, APRII. 20—-GREFEK WINS
MARATHON—SIvlianos Kiriakides from
the land of the original Marathoner
wins 26 mile Boston Marathon in time ol
2:29:27 10day. Kyrinkides represented the
Olympic A. C, of Athens, Greece, in Golden
Amniversary of annual event here.

It read, “We are overjoyed and proud
of your fine victory.

him.
Company adminis-
tration and staff join with Greek prople in
Another

cable was from the prime minister of Greece,

sending  you congratulations.”

Tsaldaris, reading, “Please transmit to Seyhi-
We are
all proud of him and earnestly hope that his

anos my warmest congratulations.

britliant success will open the way for many
other Greck victories in fair international
competitions.”

We asked Kyriakides how Greece com-

Mr.
Bullock's.

'

pared with che United Stares. “You can't
compare Greece with any other councry,” he
rephied, "The climace, sky, and sea are the
best in the world.™

It is significant to note that there is no
financual remuneration tor the victor of the
B. A. A, Marathon,

Greece only to win the medal, the crown

Kyvriakides came from

of luwrel, which grows abundancly in his
home country, and primarily, the chance o
tell Amenca that Greece needs her help
today,

Atter the interview, Mr. Kyruakides was
dined and wined at Ada Bullock™s restan-
rant by Mr, Nicholas Caracasis. owner, and
one of Boston's most influential and popu-
L1rE Q1
GREECE soatl members, other guests pres-

lar  businessmen,  Besides  the
Nt were (‘L‘U!'.L;L' l)cmcu:r. sponsol ot he
winner, tarry Demeter, Jr., and George
Arbuckle, of Quincy, formier District Attor-
ney. Huge plank steaks were served with
Al the trimmings, and champagae glasses
were rehlled as one toast led w another.

We asked Mr. Kyriahides more about the
Boston Marathon and how he felt when he
won the race. 1 was happy iur Greece,”
be said, “I believed that I would win from
the beginning—but after the first mile ot
the race, 1 knew 1 would wint™

LIFE OF GREECE Magazine extends o
Stylianos Kyriakides its warmest wishes and
felicitations with the fervent hope that ail
other Greeks and friends of Greece will take
up the cause of Greece in the rebuilding of
her noble nation.

The gallant victory of Stylianos Kyriaki-
dus is the triumphant victory of the entire
Greek nation,

Kyrinkides asks 10 miect chef Niecholus Laguadinos and staff a1 Adu
Onee o waiter himsell, he likes to visit kitchens and
tnake friends with the chefs,
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