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Boston Marathon victor

Kyriakides fuelled by h

World War Two deprived Stylianos Kyriakides
of training, food and experience. A new book
reminds the world of his amazing victory

8y Angeliks Contis

N the Boston Marathon's doctors examined
S()llmm Kyriakides' colouries face snd emaciated
bady before the 1946 ace, they decided he was it
1o un. Having survived starvation in Atheas,the 36-
yeu o Oprio o it i o
ottt e ‘what wasn't pparent 10 ay
medical inspector was that the black<yed et had
a cause: he would run for Greege. Kyriakides had
‘rived in Boston 10 ket the world know of the terrible
conditions of the war-scarred country and hoped 10
make a difference with his victory
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the finishing line, 1946
Marathon - only came when Kyriakides retumed
10 Cyprus after the occupation and was spiritually
reinvigorated. When he revisited the island, the
athlete had'not run for six years, nor eaten 3
compiete medl saviag food for his cmmnn one
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“The narrative bulds almost torturously (to its
credit) 0 the page-tuming exciiement of the umon
Marathon race. It opens with an Introduction by
Kyriakides' ival and friend, the famed Boston rh
‘marnthoner

Stello coreer cut short

Kyriakides gamered impressive results in
compeiions i Greece, wherehe soon rloatcd.
inthe Balkan Games.

his cautious family’s wishes, to run

for Greece and to win the Boston
book reltes how h trined by nunning the
mountain trails around Athens. He paid particular
after hislast Boston

Johmay Kelly, before quickly making the

parale bet and ancient Pheidippides.
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War Two Greece, i the diys
tefore the Marshall Plan. His company pthim o
the first TWA flight out of Athens in 1946. On the
other side of the Atlantic, for a second time, the
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Greek Children’s Museum (14
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Lillipueians is a special programme:
on offer at the Museum of Greek
Children’s Art (9 Kodrou St, tel
010-331-2621). On Friduy, May 17.
the Jwish Museum o Greece 09
Nikis St, 1el010-322-5582) offc:
s visitors guided tours, while oo
Saturdy May 18, he Byzantine
Mll Christian Museum (22 Vas
Sophias St, tel 010-723-1985)
presents a special for
young and old, entitied One Dy &f
the  Byzantine  Museum.
Furthermore, the Benaki Muscum
(1 Koumbr S, te 010-367-1043)
s s collection o viewers
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interested in ancient Greek, but
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Plans for ‘Penthesilea’
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Bilingual ladies have o word for it
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