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THE NATIONAL CHARACTER OF CONSTAN-
TINOPLE AND ASIA MINOR IS HELLENIC

In the Evening World of December 17th 1917
an article appears of which Mr. Samuel M. Williams,
the special correspondent of this paper, is the re-
sponsible author.

Our attention has been drawn, by many Greeks
here, for the inconsistent and the
ignorance of the world’s history which this author
demonstrated in this article, apart from the undue
pessimism which he is promoting on military events
in the world war.

statements

The following passages of his article are speci-
mens of the author's striking ignorance on the po-
litical situation in the Near East:

“The week before Christmas invariably is the
gloomiest of the year for America in war, and for
the European Allies as well.”” and then this eminent
correspondent of the aforesaid paper with astound-
ing ignorance of historical facts continues as follows:

“Two years ago in this same week the British
abandoned their disastrous Gallipoli campaign and
gave up the attempt to capture Constantinople.”

We must confess that the success of this campaign
of Constan-
tinople to the Russians under a secret treaty entered
between Great Britain, France and Russia in the
month of March 1915.

This unhuman treaty came to light only recently
by the present Bolsheviki regime of Russia. They
have brought to light secret terms of all treaties
divulging the aims of conquest and greed under
which influence the Old Russian
Tsar Nicholas went to war.

The Bolshevikis have now officially relinquished
all Russia’s unjust claims of ¢onquest of Constan-
tinople andAssiaMinor, this mast deplorable country
the predominent element of which are Greeks, our

would have meant the subjucation

Regime under

brethrern sufferers who await with agony their
liberation to Greece.
The Greeks of Independent Greece also the

Hellenes ofConstantinople, Assia Minor and all over
the world heard with surprise the existence of such
a discreditable document.

It is true that by the Bolsheviki move the danger
of the enslavement of Greece to Russia is over. The
Greeks, however, remain alarmed of the possi-
bility of another change and a
against their struggle for liberty.

We fail to understand Mr. William’s pessimism
with regard to the abandonment of the Gallipoli
Campaign and the capture of Constantinople which
the British forces were trying to get from the Turks
and transfer to the Russians.

We put a clear question to Mr. Williams. Have
the Greeks of Constantinople and Asia Minor been
consulted with regard to their transfer from the
conqueror, the Turk, to the other, the Russian?

The President of the United States has answered
this question already by declaring ‘“‘that Govern-
ments should derive their just power from the con-
sent of the Governed.”

The Greeks, therefore, by their successive wars
for their independence and by their political pro-
gram, have emphatically declared and proved
that they abhor both Yokes, the Russian just as
much as the Turkish and that no rule would satisfy
them except their union with Greece.

Apart from the real rights of the Greeks on Con-
stantinople and Asia Minor there are historical
rights which should be considered by America who

second attempt

entered the present war on the principles o f
the protection of the rights
and lib extaes o fFoeadlas thie
Nations, great or small

Constantinople has been founded by Constantine

the Great, Son of Saint Helen, in the year 380 A.D.
It is true that the Great Eastern Empire has been

officially acknowledged as a purely Hellenic E

silius, the Macedonian, the Greek language has b
proclaimed as the authentic language of the Em
and the ‘“‘Basilica’’ the new set of laws have be
written in Greek and compiled and completed
the Greek language in a new edition by his son anc
successor, the Emperor Leon.

This great City has been captured by the Tur
in 1453, May 29th, and since then the unfortuna
inhabitants from generation to generation were
living with the one sole hope of freeing themselves
from the horrid Turkish slavery.

King Constantine of Greece in the year 1913
when he has beaten the Bulgarians and advanced
til Tsoumaja made an important headway towa s
.Constantinople. The enthusiasm and the emo
of the Greeks of this unfortunate Empire cannot |
be described with words, when they saw their
liberator approaching the Gates of Constantinople.

The European Concert intervened in this war,
unfortunately, and the treaty of Bucharest has been
signed limiting the Greek borders to the Port Lago
line of the Eastern Thrace.

The plan, however of the passing to the Russians v
of Constantinople, the Dardanelles and a vast dis- il
trict of Asia Minor, if successfully carried out, :
could have created a serious menace of Russian ex-
tension to India.

We fail to undestand why Mr. Williams deplores
such a failure.

We believe to the contrary that it is to the ad-
vantage just as much of Greece as of Great Britain
that this campaign proved a failure.
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