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F
Ί
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THE Greek Government an- 
/nounced that a high level 

/meeting took place yesterday 
to consider the situation in 
Cyprus “As it has devext of 
weapons from Czechoslova
kia.”

A government spokesman 
said the meeting took place 
under the chairmanship of the 
Regent, Gen. George Zoeta- 
kis.

It was the first time since 
the Cyprus crisis in Novem
ber 1967 which brought 
Greece and Turkey to the 
brink of war that a meeting 
to discuss the situation in the 
island has been called under 
Greece’s top executives.

The spokesman did not an
nounce details of the meeting 
or the officials who partici
pated. 

■.^arlier, another spokesman 
said Foreign Undersecretary 
Costas Panayotakos, accom
panied by General Christos 
Charalambopoulos, comman
der of the Cyprus National 
Guard, and Colonel John Pa- 
padakis, were summoned from 
Nicosia to attend the meeting 
in Athens.

A government source said 
Premier George Papadopou
los and Alternate Foreign 
Minister Christian Xanthopou- 
los-Palamas were also present.

The Greek Government on 
Saturday denied reports from 
Cyprus that it had protested 

the importation of a large 
shipment of weapons which 
were allegedly for the needs 
of a para-military organization 
being organized by President 
Archbishop Makarios.

According to Cyprus news
papers. 10.000 containers with 
weapons and ammunition ar
rived in Cyprus on Jan. 21. 
on board the Danish ship 
Stassia Kopenhagen.

The arms included auto
matic weapons, machine guns, 
bazookas and 32 millimeter 
mortars and were stored in the 
grounds of the Greek mining 
company at Mitseson village 
in northern Cyprus under 
heavy police guard, the re
ports said. The armaments 
were reportedly of Czechoslo
vakian make.

An official announcement 
yesterday reported that the 
meeting was held to examine 
the situation in Cyprus.

The government has recent
ly found proof of the impor
tation of large quantities of 
arms from Czechoslovakia.

The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister George Pa
padopoulos. Alternate Foreign 
Minister Christian Xantho- 
poulos-Palamas. Deputy Pre
miers Stylianos Pattakos and 
Nicholaos Makarezos. the 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces. General Odys
seus Anghelis. Foreign Under
secretary Constantine Panayo
takos. the Chief of the Cyprus 
National Guard. Lt. Gen. Ha- 
ralambopoulos. the Comman
der of the Greek contingent 
in Cyprus. Colonel Panadakis 
and other senior officials.

Cyprus National Guard and 
the Commander of the Greek 
contingent on the island gave 
rise to rumors that it was con
nected with the import of arms 
by the Cyprus Government.

Reports said that the Greek 
Government had asked Cy
prus President Archbishop 
Makarios to hand over the 
arms to the Cyprus National 
Guard — a military body 
commanded by Greek Offi
cers — but that Makarios re
fused.

The Cypriot press yester
day gave wide coverage to the 
reports about the intervention 
of the Greek Government to 
Makarios about the handing 
over of the arms to the Nat
ional Guard and added that 
the Turkish Government had 
protested the import of the 
arms which was in violation 
of existing agreements.

Other reports from sources 
in Athens said that Makarios 
was disposed to deliver the 
heavy arms to the National 
Guard under certain condi
tions.

CONCERN

Following yesterday’s top 
level meeting and the latest 
developments. Greek politi
cians expressed their concern 
for the mounting tension in 
Cyprus.

We are also in a position to 
know that Tuesday’s long talk 
between thet Alternate Foreign 
Minister. Christian Xantho- 
noulos-Palamas, and the U.S. 
Ambassador to Athens, Henry 
Tasca, mainly revolved around 
the developments in Cyprus.

Meanwhile it was reported 
from Nicosia that the entire 
Cypriot press attributed parti
cular importance to the sud
den departure to Athens of 
the Greek Foreign Undersec
retary. the Commander of the 
National Guard and the Com
mander of the Greek Contin
gent in Cyprus.

The Cyprus Government 
spokesman made no statement

—--------- Continued on Page 2

Meanwhile, the sudden de
parture from Nicosia to Ath
ens of Foreign Undersecretary 
Panayotakos. the Chief of the

Other press reports said that 
the Soviet diplomats in Ath
ens are also closely foll^Lrrt 
the situation.
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on the departure of the Greek 
officials, but political circles 
in Nicosia appeared to be con
vinced that the talks of Pana- 
yotakos and the two senior 
Greek Officers in Athens aim 
at a detente of the tension in 
Cyprus .

Meanwhile, it was authori
tatively denied in Nicosia that 
Ankara had lodged a strong 
protest with the Cyprus Gov
ernment on the import of 
arms from Czechoslovakia.

Reliable sources said that 
U.N. Secretary General Wald
heim gave instructions to his 
representative in Cyprus, Oso
rio Taffal, to explore the al
leged import of arms by the 
Cyprus, Osorio Taffal, to ex
plore the alleged import of 
arms by the Cyprus Govern- 

of the Turkish Government to 
Dr. Waldheim.

Taffal will be received by 
Archbishop Makarios within 

4-the next few days to discuss 
the question of the arms.

Unconfirmed reports said 
that Turkey demanded that 
these arms be placed under 
the U.N. control, before a re
sumption of the inter-Cypriot 
talks.

It was also reported from 
Nicosia last night that the 
Greek-Cypriot and Turkish- 
Cypriot leaders Glafkos Cleri 
dis and Rauf Denktash wil 
come in touch next week t< 
fix the date of the reopenin; 
of the new phase of inter 
Cypriot talks, and the plact 
where they will be held.

The reports said that th< 
two men will come in toucl 
as soon as Greece and TurkΒιβ
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