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From Brasidas to Khruschev, to Kosygin, to Meo; from Cleon teo f
Kennedy, to L.B.J. and beyond either way, there have been and alwawi ar‘,
tucee at either end and those in the middle. Those in the middle ar.ﬁ
caught between the authority and the war., Art has seen them 1nvar1ah1y
as the victims - as objects of pathos and pity., Aristophanes was thoi
first to see them &8s a force. He used them as the instrument, helped/ qlong

a bit by the deity, to bring about peace. Trygeos is an Aristophanic

ereation. So are Hermes and Polemos who figure in this play.

Twelve years ago Mr. Alastos gave a prose tramslation of Aristophanes's
PEACE., Here he gives his own version of PEACE, DMotice, mood, theme gnd
the prinecipal characters are lifted straight out of Aristophanes. But*in
being lifted ur to the present they are being transmuted., They becou;g
conceptual forces facing a set of circumstances dominated by a téffif&igk
reality, Trygeos's aim becomes a mission.

The arc of action of this drama is vast - from the "Polopponnenian War"
to "Cuba Week" = but simultaneously intensively short - the space beywoon the
opening of one's eyes and of being awake. Here Mr. Alastos tankles ané
overvhelming human issue in concrete terms. His characters apotlisht agg
dilemma and present it as an urgent human problem. The action of the pliy

moves fast, positions alternate or change with rapidity and the whole §raqa

advences with controlled relentlessness towards ite nearly upocalyptiofcngka



Trygeos has been sent by Aristophanes to heaven in search of peace.
He is searching for it in this play - still at it.
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